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Highland County Revolutionary War Memorial 250th Ceremony 
July 18, 2026  6:00 PM
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Highland County Revolutionary War Memorial Ceremony

Emcee’s Command, Gary Duffield  
Presentation of Colors: Highland County Veterans Honor Guard,   Commanded by  Rudy Diskette. 
Pledge of Allegiance,  Jane Stower
National Anthem by: Jack Bredenfoerder
Invocation by: 
DAR Pledge / American Creed by Regent Cara Pfeifer
SAR Pledge by SAR Members: Gary Duffield
Welcome of Descendants of Patriots:
  Unveiling and dedication of the Monument
  Dedication by   Emcee ? DAR    
Introduction and Welcome of Guests Speakers: By Emcee
		How many politicians
~ Honor Guard 21 Gun Salute: 
~ Taps  by 
~ DAR / SAR Recessional led by: 
~ Retiring the Flags in place by Highland County Veterans Honor Guard
~ Benediction by: 
 


Highland County Revolutionary War Memorial 250th Ceremony 

6:00 PM on July 18, 2026 at Hillsboro, Ohio
Highland County Courthouse 119 Foraker Place, Hillsboro, OH 45133.  [ GPS 39.202526 -83.611974].
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Dedication:
 We, the members of the Highlanders Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution and Waw-wil-A-way Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution dedicate this Memorial to the glory of God and in the recognition and memory of these honorable Patriot of the American Revolution. 
[image: ]
DAR American Creed: 
"I believe in the United States of America as a government of the people, by the people, for the people, whose powers are derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a Republic; a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect Union, one and inseparable; established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it; to support its Constitution; to obey its laws; to respect its flag; and to defend it against all enemies.
Pledge to the SAR: 
We the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifices, established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe. 
SAR Recessional: Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court, and a Nation of Free Men.
 The service today is provided for by the Waw-wil-a-way  Chapter of the Daughters  of the American Revolution, the Highlanders  Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution of the Ohio Society of DAR & SAR , Southern Ohio Genealogical Society and Highland County Veterans Honor Guard

Dignitary Attendees:
OHSSAR President Douglas Pettit
CCSAR President 
Past OHSAR President 
Past Cincinnati SAR Chapter Pres
Highland Chapter, President Gary Duffield
DAR – Wal-wil-a-way Hillsboro Chapter Regent Cara Pfeifer
DAR - ??? Chapter Regent
DAR -Clough Valley Chapter Regent Debbie Niehaus, 


Descendants:

 Citizens attending “Highland County Revolutionary War Memorial” Event

 
Music:  , TAPS

Photos:
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‘When the first setters arrived in the area that would become the State:
of Ohio, the land was covered by dense forests. Panthers, bears, bison,
wolves and elk roamed freely, as did the Native Americans, for neither
had yet relinquished their right to live here. To the colonies of the
eastemn seaboard this was the frontie, known as Indian Territory, the
Ohio Country and the Great Northwest Territory. Only a few hardy and
adventurous explorers and traders ventured this far westward. The
French and Indian War, ending with the Treaty of Paris in 1763, pushed
the French out of most of North America east of the Mississippi and
gave that territory to Britain. The war left England greatly in debt and
the King instituted various tax schemes to replenish the Crown’s
coffers. To protest the King’s policy of taxing the colonists without
representation the Americans rebelled and issued a Declaration of
Independence, the final draft approved July 4, 1776. After cight years
of fierce fighting the American Patriots defeated the British. Our
Constitution was written and became effective March 4, 1789, The
previous individual colonies that were now united states were deeply in
debt as was the United States govemment. There were no funds to pay
the men who had fought for the country’s independence. The individual
states agreed to cede the lands they claimed north and west of the Ohio
River to the federal government so that the land could be sold to raise.
money. Virginia, however, reserved a portion north of the Ohio River,
eastof the Little Miami River and south and west of the Scioto River to

contribute 10 the payment of her war veterans. This is the Virginia
Military Distrct. Settlrs soon emigrated westward to the ferile ground
of the territory and in 1803 the State of Ohio was established. Ohio was
the first state created out of the Great Northwest Territory. Highland
County was formed in 1805. © Mary Frances Howthome

We took our journey from the valley of the O1d Dominion in September;
A.D. 1805, with a strong team, large wagon and a heavy load. We
proceeded on our way over the Allegheny Mountains, Greenbrier hills,

Sewell and Gauley mountains, Kanawha rivers and backwater creeks,

offen impassible by the rising of the river, and arrived at Point Pleasant,

where we crossed the Ohio and left most of our troubles behind us. Our
company consisted of two family connections, each of which were
sub-divided into one or two smaller families; and to give promise of a
Jair beginning, each of them had an infant specimen of young America
t0 carry on the knee, and mubering twenty-three persons in all, ight
of whom were full grown men. We ofien had 10 exert all our united
strength and skill o prevent our wagons from upsetting, and had often
to double teams in order 1o ascend the steep mouniain sides. None of
our company met with any accident, but not 5o with all the emigrants
who preceded us on the same route; we sometimes passed the fragments
of broken wagon beds, broken furniture and remmants of broken boves and
other marks of damage by upsetting on the mountain side, where the

‘This Memorial to the Patriot Founders of Highland County was made possible by the generous
contributions of the following donors:
Individual Donors

Becky Bastord
Ry Bocts
Thomas L, & Ka

Jobn Brodenfocrder & Fanm

American Legion Pos 1120
A Vets Post f61

Davi & Assosstes
Democrats
Lloyd C. Ludvick Post 1123
Ohio Stae Eagles Charity Fund
Fratenal Oder of Eagls #1161
Riodes Edgerton Funcral Home:

Onderof Elks Lodge 1

an Cunningham Carlyn Hasings
Dave Doty Gerld F Hawihome
Sandy Doser

Moghan Johnson & Family
Seremey Dale Knaull
John Dale Knault

Big Emic’s Pizza
Clinton Couny Quilers
Farm and Home Savings
Fender Realtors

Highland County Histori
Highand C.
Highland County Vterans Honor Guard
Highiand Couny Republicans
Highland County Veeruns Sevice Commission

Vicki Knautr Stove Newby & Fami Jane Stowers
Steve Kubbander selPage Charene Tare & Fansy
Letcher & Jodi Langsion  Tob & Joyce Patton ik Tipon & Family
Joseph & Cynthia Mount Lukas  Lesli Ramnsey Jean & Lester Wlls
Tim Madden Dight Reynods Debbie Wilkin & Far
Teria Mathews Helen M. Roe Douglas Wilkin & F
Donald MG Gorold“Buzzard” Wikin
Douglss & Disna Joshua Wilkin & Family

‘Woodmansoe MeKey
Galen & Lymn Nest

Business Donors

Highland County Vetran
Highlanders Chapter Sons o the.
Revoluion (SAR)

Joss Pary Shop.

Jim Smith & Lasr maging & Design, Inc

MeKee Cemetery Servies
Mrchants National Bank

Natonal Cooperiv Bank Hilboro
Ohio Vterans Home - Georgtonn,

OVH Voluneer Servioes Commiic - Gorgetoun

jcc Office

Thaddeus W
ecky Wilams & Fanily
Donald & Connie Wilson
Dougls Woodmansce
Paticia Chiney Young

‘Smaltx
& Dova Smih & Family

Ponderosa
Pamcla & Burke Revocable Living Trist
Joe Sheton Auto Sles

Southem Ohio Gencalogcal Socicy
Thonpon Fusal Homes & Cremaion Care
The Times Gasete

Tumer & Sons Funcral Home

Veteran of Forcign Wars Ohio Chiics
Veteran of Forign Wars Post 19091

Corporate Donors Amercan Resahiion (GAR)
American Comer | South Cens P Company Foundstion
Memorial Committee
Gary Duteld-Chieman ol “uzand” Wilkin - Fund Rsing & Concept John Besdefocde - Disin & Tressne

Jane Stowers - Conbutor  Pa

Mary . Hawthomne - Rescarch

a Chaney Young - Conibutor

Swian . Han - Researh
Cole Banbam - Conteibutor

Romld . Sampon - Contributor

vagon, team and all had rolled over and over down the stecp decliviy,
Jor some rods, untilstopped by the intervention of some trees too stout 0
be prostrated by the mass of broken fragments. By doubling teams, we
could reach the mountain top, but (o get safely down again called for
other contrivances. One expedient frequently tried was to fusten a pretty
stoutpine ree to the axletree of the wagon with chains, s0 as o retard the
downward course upon the horses. At the foot of such hills and mountains
could be seen sundry such trees that had been dragged down for the
purpose above named. We arrived at our Highland home in about eight
weeks, constant travel, Sundays excepted. . William Keys

In 1810 land was taken from Highland and went to the formation of
Clinton and Fayette Counties. The first county seat was New Market.
‘The first county courts were held there and a dug well near the local
tavem served as the first jail. Farming was the most common
occupation as this and hunting satisfied the settlers’ food needs.
After the pioneers had cleared the land of trees and rocks they found
the soil to be very fertile and productive. But, in 1807, the food
harvest was scant, It was the year of the great Squirel Plague.
Although planting had been sufficient, squirrels had invaded and eaten
almost all the seed. Squirrels were even seen swimming across the
Ohio River. And in the early years there still existed the danger of
Indian attacks. Many Indians were dangerous; many, friendly. In early

Highland County it was known that small groups of Indians came to
hear the pioneer preachers speak in meetings held outdoors in a grove
of trees. The Indians apparently did not understand what was said but
stood and listened attentively and when the service was over slipped
away quietly. The county grew rapidly and two important new roads
were cut out of the wilderness ~ Mad River Road and Anderson Road.
Settlements grew rapidly and the county seat was moved to Hillsborough.
In 1834 a new courthouse was completed and is still being used today. It
is the oldest courthouse in continuous use in the State of Ohio.

Itis o the noble army of pioneers,in whose ranks our forefathers marched.
andwhase batile with the wilderness they fought and fel, that we owe our
fertile fields, our beautiful homes, our wealth and our culture.

EJ. Ayres 1957

‘Andso we remember the men and women who with bravery and esolve put
their very lives on the linein order o create a beter lfe for themselves and
their postriy PV ———

‘Asa gift o the good people of Highland County, we dedicate this memorial
in honor of our nation’s 250th anniversary and our patriot ancestors who
contributed to the formation of Highland County.

“The 2500 Highland oy Memorial Comitee - Augist 1,2026
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ofthe Cltpited Plates of Dmerica in order to form a more perflct union, establish ustice,
and securer the Hestings of liberty to aurselues and our posterity do ordain and establish this

Revolutionary War Patriots who lived in Highland County, Ohio and helped to settle the county:

John Achor Berjamin Brooks Alesander Eddy Ammsessop Danie Millr John Robbins John St
Johan George Achor James Brooks John Emery ‘Adhley Johnson David Millr Lewis Robinson sacob Surbee
Joseph Adams Danic Brown Edward Evans Thomas Robinson Willim Taylor
Sarwel Adiine Willam Buntin Evan bxans Thomas Rogers David Terell
Simon Akers Lwis Bummr Hogh Evans John Roush Joseph Thompson
Asher Allen Ross Bryant George Rubie Nathan Thurman
Edward Byram Resson Moberly John Ruble John T
Lewis Cameron Jossph Moler Aaron Ruse: James T
Demsey Capps Robert Morigomery  Federick Saum Daniel Ty
Berjamin Arthur Samuel Carey Petr Fisher Robert Moo Reuben Searl David Ty
Dorothy Asthrine Andrew Charkcs wpatick Jacob Morris Thomas Sears James Undervood
Asor Badgley William Cherry John Freshour Andrew Shatlee Joseph VanMiter
Joscph Baker Danic Chestnut Frederick Frush Jobn Leaverton eShawner  Wilam VanWinkle
Jacob Bames Berjamin Chiles “Thomas Gaddis James Loonard bocmaker David Walker
Sixaus Bomgrover Geome Gall EvanLewis - John Walker
Johw Barr Samuel Gibson John Lochridge 4 David Smley John
Thoms Baret “ Smith James Wats
wWillam Ogle n
Obedish Overman
Zebulon Overman Willam Smith

‘Andrew Pegan Drummond Smithson
Alesander Crawford Ay

John Cootond

Matthew Creed

James MeConnel
‘Alexander MeCoy
Andrew MeCreary
Absalom MeDaricl

Anthony Sonnce Joshua Wilson
John Somner Matthew Wilson
John Spargur

George Spickard
Willam Stevart
John Redey. Py oo

M Willa Reed Sirain Alexander Wight
John Hunter John Middicton Jacob Rhodes SamuetStvin James Wright
Stephen Hussey Adam Milkr Valentine Rhvodes “Thomas Stsin Willam Wright

Willam Dovaing. John Jemigan John Richardson. John Stsnge Berjamin Yeats

e Hghtanders Chapier of the Dons o the Hmerican Pevaltion

Glic Ghathorn Ohio Goncalsgieal Dty of Slphland Gounty, Ohio
and T Weaw-swl-a-sway Chaper ofthe Diughtersof the Herican Pvaluton
Dadiato this Womorial in celebyation of our nation’s 2504 Hrniversary, Hlgast 1, 2026
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