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A more progressive wing of the
Hamilton County Democratic Party
hopes to reshape the party.

But first, they have about 150 elec-
tions to win this May.

The Cincy Precinct Project is a group
of Democratswho say the county party
is unresponsive to the needs of every-
day people and beholden to corpora-
tions inchoosingwhich issuesandcan-
didates toback. Theproject has recruit-
ed 150 people to run for precinct exec-
utives in their neighborhoods, with the
ultimate goal of creating a progressive
caucus within the party to evaluate its
elected officials and candidates.

The project was created by Jack
Cunningham, a 28-year-old political

organizer who
also worked
on Rank the
Vote Ohio and
Fair Share for
Cincy, groups
that sought
ranked-choice
voting and a
stronger say in
regional tran-
sit, respec-
tively.

Hamilton
County Demo-

cratic Party Chair Alex Linser sees the
movement as a natural result of Demo-
crats gainingmore power within Ham-
ilton County. Outside of Cincinnati’s
all-Democratic city council, nearly ev-
ery nonjudicial current county official
is a Democrat; the party has recently
madegainsonboards in suburbanCin-
cinnati, long a Republican stronghold.

“There’s a lot more interest in the
role because the party has become
more successful,” Linser told The En-
quirer. “That’s not a bad thing by any
stretch of the imagination.”

What is a precinct executive?

There are about 560 precincts in
HamiltonCounty.Roughly127precincts

Progressive
wing of
Democrats
emerges
Local group recruits 150
to run for precinct posts
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“We have made

very clear ...

that we’re not

here to burn

things down.”
Jack Cunningham
Created the Cincy
Precinct Project
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Two weeks before she was fired, Po-
liceChief TeresaTheetge told her side of
the story in front of the city manager
during a two-hour pre-disciplinary
hearing.

City Manager Sheryl Long fired her
on April 23. A day later, Theetge’s attor-
ney released a tape of that pre-disci-
plinary hearing.

Among the big revelations from that
tape was Theetge’s accusation that
Mayor Aftab Pureval pressured City
Manager Sheryl Long to fire her, an ac-
cusation Pureval has denied.

But Theetge revealed more about
how she sawher job as chief and the de-
mands placed upon her by city leaders.
Theetge made a variety of claims
against city leaders, nonprofit develop-
er Cincinnati Center City Development
Corp., better known as 3CDC, and city
consultant Iris Roley.

The Enquirer has reviewed the two-
hour tape. Here are four takeaways.

Theetge said ‘3CDC was
asking for the world’

Theetge opposed a “summer safety”
program in 2025 that she characterized
as anunreasonable demand from3CDC.
Long, in her termination letter to
Theetge, cited Theetge’s opposition to

Theetge critical of 3CDC, Roley on tape

Former Police Chief Teresa Theetge
released a revealing tape of a
two-hour pre-disciplinary hearing.
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A naturalization ceremony was held at Cincinnati Country Day School in Indian Hill on April 27.

United States District Court Judge Susan Dlott presided over the formal event that included 46

newcitizens from17countries.CountryDaystudents joined induring thePledgeofAllegianceand

watched as participants took their official oath and received their certificates of naturalization.

NATURALIZATION CEREMONY

TOP: New citizens recite
the Oath of Allegiance to
the United States during
a naturalization ceremony
at Cincinnati Country Day
School in Indian Hill, Ohio,
on Monday, April 27.
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Citizens take an oath

Alinur Kubanychbekov, 7,
holds an American flag to
his chest after his mother,
Saltanat Arykova, became
an American citizen.
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the naturalization
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