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Greeting Compatriots, 

I hope everyone had a relaxing summer break and 
are prepared to close out the year on a winning note. 
Even though we were on a summer break we all 
know the chapter never takes a break. There was a 
National Congress and Ohio Society Meetings where 
many of our compatriots traveled many miles to rep-
resent this chapter. At Congress the Chapter was 
recognized for our Education Outreach Programs. 
We were Honorable Mention for the Liberty Bell 
Americanism Award, and Miss Ainsley Argo was a 
third place winner in the poster contest. We took the 
lead and made a substantial donation to the Anthony 
Wayne Project. Our Color Guard made historical 
presentations, marched in parades and participated 
in many grave markings in and out of state. For 
those who attended the Reds Baseball outing, I think we will all agree, it was a 
fabulous experience even though the Reds lost. Naturalizations continue to hap-
pen every week. The Tri-State Honor Flights are now continuing. The local DAR 
chapters have continued to stay engaged with us. Many of us attended the Gary 
Powers lecture in West Chester in July sponsored by the Hopewell DAR Chapter. 
The Cincinnati Chapter DAR has once again invited us to their George Washington 
Birthday Luncheon in February 2023. We had 5 DAR Chapters attend our Consti-
tution Day Luncheon. Our guest speaker, Ohio Supreme Court Justice Sharon Ken-
nedy, was very engaging and articulate. We inducted four new members and pre-
sented a Member Memorial Service Award. I was humbled by the large turn out 
for this event. The John Reily Chapter DAR asked us to participate in their 250th 
Plaque Dedication at the Liberty Township Heritage Festival. It is rewarding to 
see one of my goals as President, to see us reconnecting with our local DAR chap-
ters in fellowship. The Chapter has set ourselves to end the year on a high note. I 
encourage everyone to come out and get involved. You are members of one of the 
most active Chapters in America!                                       

I will once again ask, as we seek nominations for next year's officers, that every 
compatriot reevaluate what you want out of your chapter membership. The fu-
ture of this chapter needs your involvement. As our nominating committee pre-
pares their list of candidates to hold office next year, I ask that you consider step-
ping forward into chapter leadership. I can truly say the opportunity to hold a 
chapter office is rewarding! Now that being said, let’s all join together and set and 
achieve higher goals as we close out the year! 

In Patriotism 

 

 
George H. Stewart Jr. 

“Remember that it is the actions, and not the commission, that make the 
officer, and that there is more expected from him, than the title.“ 

George Washington 
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 Cincinnati Chapter Committees 

The SAR  
Honors Compatriot 

George Vincent 

Cincinnati Chapter President 
George Stewart along with Simon 
Kenton Chapter President Tom 
Geimeier met at the law office of 
George Vincent to honor him and 
his staff for over 30 years of service 
to the SAR. George Vincent’s office 
at Dinsmore and Sholes, has han-
dled the Citizenship Certificate Pro-
gram for the past 30 years, mailing 
out over 9000 certificates to high 
school students in the Greater Cin-
cinnati and Northern Kentucky ar-
ea. George Vincent and his staff did 
the public relations, typing and 
handling the postage for this patri-
otic program.  

Citizenship 
& 

Naturalization  

21 July 2022 
Naturalization Ceremonies were 
held at the StarLite Drive-In at 
10AM.  The Honorable Stephanie K. 
Bowman presided with, from what 
I could tell,125 people from 44 
countries. There were maybe three 
other pictures taken besides the 
two attached. 

15 August 2022 
Judge Susan J. Delott presided at 
today’s Naturalization.  There were 
50 people from 31 countries.  

02 September 2022 
Today’s ceremony was held at the 
US District Courtroom 842. Judge 
Karen L. Litkovitz presided over 50 
new citizens from 32 countries. 

From left to right:  
Simon Kinton Chapter President Tom 

Geimeier, Ms. Patti McKinght, Mr. George 
Vincent, Ms. Doris McDonald and Cincinnati 

Chapter President George Stewart 

Wreaths Across America 
2022 

Wreaths Across America 2022 is on  

17 December for all locations nationwide. 

Bob Bowers emailed the WAA 
Spring Grove coordinators asking 
for their help in recruiting DAR, 
SUV, and others for trucks/people 
to pick up/deliver and retrieve/
dispose of wreaths. 

CCSAR resources were stretched to 
limits in 2021.  The expected 
growth to 1000 wreaths will push 
us past our capabilities. 

The Simon Kenton Chapter pre-
sented George with the Silver Rog-
er Sherman Medal, secretary Patti 
McKnight with the Martha Wash-
ington Medal and Doris McDonald 
an SAR Certificate of Appreciation. 
The Cincinnati Chapter presented 
both Mr. Vincent and Ms. McKnight 
with the Silver Good Citizenship 
Medal and also presented Ms. 
McDonald with a Certificate of Ap-
preciation.  
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Ohio Supreme Court Justice Sharon Kennedy Addresses the SAR/DAR Attendees 

at the 

Annual Constitution Day Luncheon 

Saturday September 10th, the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution were honored to have Ohio Supreme 
Court Justice Sharon L. Kennedy as our Keynote Speaker today 
for our Constitution Day Luncheon. 

Her topic for her presentation was:  “Restore the Rule of Law…. 
the Proper Role of the Court in our Republic”. 

CCSAR President George Stewart presents SAR Law Enforce-
ment Commendation Medal and Certificate to Justice Kennedy 

Justice Kennedy delivered an outstanding message to a com-
bined audience of Sons & Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion.  There were 56 participants present for the event. 

Prior to the Judge’s presenta-
tion, Colors were posted by the 
Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard: Bob Bowers, Ed Bonniwell & with Michael 
Gunn Commanding. 

The host for the event was Montgomery Inn – in downtown Montgomery.  We 
were grateful for them hosting this great event. 

Brief History of Constitution 
Day (or Citizenship Day), is an 
American federal observance that 
recognizes the adoption of the Unit-
ed States Constitution and those 
who have become U.S. citizens. It is 
normally observed on September 
17, the day in 1787 that 39 delegates 
to the Constitutional Convention 
signed the document in Philadelph-
ia. 

 

 

 

 

New members Matthew Creed and Nathan, Bruce and Elias 

Chester were inducted into the Cincinnati Chapter of 

SAR.  Matthew is on the left, with Nathan Chester and fami-

ly to the right, including his father, wife & son.  Welcome! 
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In a Rededication of Golf Manor’s Liberty Tree Septem-
ber 18, 2022 11:30 we welcomed more than 75 local 
residents to our second event at this liberty Tree. The 
first was in 2018 where the Cincinnati SAR was the first 
SAR Chapter in the USA to ceremonially connect the 
250th Program to celebrate the upcoming 250 anniver-

sary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

This event was held at the Village of Golf Manor’s Volun-
teer Park on September 18, 2022 in conjunction of the 
community’s 75 anniversary of their founding. At this 
time we had four members participating: Robert Bow-
ers, Gary Duffield, Mike Blum and Michael Gunn. After 
posting the national colors at the direction of the Mayor 

of Golf Manor, we led the pledge to our flag, then the 
rededication: 

This was followed by a Musket Salute to conclude the 
brief program which kicked off the continuing celebra-
tion by residents. 

“This American Elm Tree was named after the “Liberty 

Tree: Our Country’s first symbol of Freedom.” On the 
morning of August 14, 1765 the citizens awoke to dis-
cover two effigies suspended from an elm tree in pro-
test of the hated Stamp Act; hence the beginning of the 
“Liberty Tree”. The Sons of the American Revolution 
consider these rededications as National  Events and 
encourage such fervently during the time leading up to 
the 250 Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence.” 

Cincinnati SAR Rededicates the Liberty Tree in Golf Manor, OH as a 250th Event 

Posting colors & reading the dedication.  

A portion to the attendees from Golf Manor.  
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On the evening of 18 
Dec 1829, John Nea-
gle, a 33-year-old, 
acclaimed, portrait 
painter encountered 
a scantily-clothed 
man in a hastily-
constructed shelter.  
He was holed-up 
there to try to es-
cape the cold and 
the falling snow.  It 
was getting dark.  
Neagle’s fellow Phil-
adelphians had 
passed by this home-
less man, who might 
not survive the night. 

The man’s native 
tongue was German, a language unfamiliar to Neagle.  
Not to be put off, Neagle found a way to invite him to 
his home and provided him food and a fire for the 
evening.  He even enlisted a German-speaking neighbor 
to translate. 

Neagle learned that the man’s name was Joseph Winter 
and that he was around 73 years old, although Winter, 
himself, was not sure of his age.  Winter was a home-
less, Revolutionary War veteran and one of the first 
whose sketchy story has been recorded for posterity.  

He explained to Neagle that he had fought very 

hard to establish the liberties of the country.   

Winter was not a pensioner under the Congressional 
act of 1818.  From what we know, he was qualified, but 
thousands of applications had been rejected due to in-
adequately-proven service or need.  He had become a 
homeless wanderer, leaving his home near Bethlehem 
and his trade as a weaver as he could no longer work 
due to both declining eyesight and dexterity.  He no-
doubt traveled from place to place to secure whatever 
manual work or handouts that he could find. 

Over the ensuing days, Neagle painted a portrait of 
Winter with dignity and respect, yet in tattered clothes 
and with a sad, worn-out countenance.  This was not 
the norm for documentary paintings of that day.  Nea-
gle’s painting was a great success and with the many 
printings of John Sartain’s engraved images of it, the 
picture was widely circulated.  The image (and Sar-
tain’s title of it, “Patriotism and Age”) pricked the 
hearts of the public and was instrumental in the pas-
sage of the comprehensive 1832 pension act. 

No one knows the ultimate fate of Joseph Winter.  Tak-
ing advantage of the warmer weather over Christmas, 
he reportedly left for Lancaster in search of “some old 
countrymen and friends”.  He probably used that as a 
cover story to avoid overstaying his welcome.    It is 
doubtful that he lived long enough to benefit from the 
1832 pension act that his face helped to launch. 

Patriotism and Age 

Source:  Warren, Jack D. America’s First 
Veterans.  The American Revolution Institute of 

the Society of the Cincinnati, Inc., 2020 

May 13th, 2023 is reserved for the Youth Awards Ban-
quet at the Montgomery Inn.  The Petite Ribs Buffet was 
selected for the dinner and includes: 

Ribs – Average 4 Bones per person 
Choice of Side Dish 
Tossed Salad 
Non-alcoholic drinks. 

Currently the active list of presenters is eight.  Five 
members have yet to respond to multiple queries 
whether they wish to be active, inactive or be removed. 

One Youth Ed team member has been approved for  

the newly created Youth Ed medal (15 presentations).  

Four members were also approved for the Youth Ed 
medal + Oak Leaf Cluster (30 presentations). 

Ed Bonniwell continues to actively recruit schools for 
the 2022-2023 program year.  We are looking for a new 
recruiter, but not one person has volunteered 

Three Rivers School has confirmed 7 December, 0700 – 
1430 hours. 

Mars Hill Academy has requested our team to visit on 
11 November.  Details to follow. 

Mason Jr./Sr. High and Monroe Elementary have indi-
cated an interest but no dates or details are available. 

Youth/Adult Ed Committee Report 

Remembering—Our Veterans 
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Cincinnati SAR Attends 
246th Battle of Brooklyn 
Commemoration in New 

York 
On Saturday, August 27, 2022 
members of the Cincinnati Chapter 
of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion joined other SAR members 
who gathered at the Old Stone 
House located in Washington Park 
at 336 Third Street, Brooklyn, NY. 
They assembled to commemorate 
the 256 anniversary of the Battle of 
Brooklyn the first battle between 
the United States with Britain after 
the Declaration of Independence 
and the largest battle of the Revo-
lutionary War. Celebrants included 
14 members of SAR Color Guards, 
two reenactors and about 100 oth-
ers some from other organizations 
and many U.S. citizens. 

A generous grant from the local 
Brooklyn Society of Cincinnati of 
Maryland (an organization started 
by President George Washington) 
was coordinated by Kimberly 
Maier, Executive Director of the 
Old Stone House & Washington 
Park to fund the event. Cincinnati 
residents: were John H. Breden-
foerder, Ohio Society SAR Presi-
dent and his wife Lauri, LAOHSAR 
President; Michael Gunn, Past Cin-
cinnati SAR President and his wife 
Carole. They were joined by Ohio 
SAR Color Guard Commander Bob 
Hill from the Hocking Valley Chap-
ter SAR and 12 other SAR members 
from NY, New Jersey, Maryland and 
Virginia. All Participated in a two 
hour Memorial Ceremony of the 
Battle of Brooklyn and the Com-
memoration of the sacrifices of the 
‘Maryland 400’ with verbal greet-
ings from several dignitaries after 
the posting of Colors led by a 
George Washington portrayer, 

NSSAR Color Guard Adjutant Rob-
ert Meyer, VPG Peter Davenport . 

Several wreaths were laid at the 
foot of our national colors after the 
names of the 400 were read out 
loud, Jack and those from Ohio 
each placed a wreath, followed by a 
three round musket salute by Bob 
Hill & Mike Gunn and two reenac-
tors from NY, who rendered the 
“Mourn Position” during the play-
ing of Taps. This ended the ceremo-
nial portion of the events. 

However, how many people can 
claim to have fired three rounds 
from a revolutionary era weapon 
legally in New York City? 

SAR 250th Anniversary 
Committee Report 

George Stewart wrote a superb 
article on the Gaspee Affair of June 
9-10, 1772 for publication in local 
newspapers, the CCSAR website 
and social media. 

Nine Compatriots and the chap-
ter’s drummer participated in the 
Sharon Woods Reenactments, arti-
fact display and living history 
event on June 11th. 

Two Compatriots were approved 
for the SAR 250th Bronze Medal.  
Sixteen Compatriots earned credit 
toward medals over the summer 
months 
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President’s Library 

Over the Summer the Cincinnati SAR Color Guard and 
Historical unit was busy conducting ceremonies.  The 
summer got started with the unit participating in the 
Madeira 4th of July parade, followed by the Historical 
Marker ceremony at Spring Grove Cemetery (Pictured 
below). 

The unit also manned exhibit tables at the Sharon 
Woods Military Timeline event, located at their histori-
cal Village (pictured below).  This year the event fea-
tured military re-enactors over various timelines.  Next 
year the event will be fully dedicated to the Revolution-
ary War. 

Upcoming events in September and October include our 
annual presence at the Liberty Township Heritage Fes-

tival on Sept 17th.  However, any member can attend to 
engage with the attendees on all matters SAR.  The unit 
will also be in Northern Ky on Oct 16th, jointly partici-
pating in a Grave Marking Ceremony with the KY SAR. 
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President’s Library 

The American Battlefield Trust is the premier battle-
field preservation organization in the United States. 
Over the last thirty years the American Battlefield 
Trust and its members have preserved more than 
54,000 acres of battlefield land across 145 battlefields, 
in twenty-four states—at sites such as Lexington & 
Concord, Brandywine, Yorktown, Shiloh, and Gettys-
burg. Other than physically walking across the hal-
lowed battle grounds that the American Battlefield 
Trust has saved, the best way to illustrate the im-
portance of the properties that we have preserved is 
through our battle maps. 

Through the decades, the American Battlefield Trust 
has created hundreds of maps detailing the action at 
major battles. Now, for the first time in book form, we 
have collected the maps of some of the most iconic bat-
tles of the Revolutionary War. In Vol. 3 of our Battle 
Maps of the American Battlefield Trust series, you can 
follow the course of the war from Lexington & Concord 
to the British surrender at Yorktown. Study the major 
actions of the Revolutionary War from start to finish 
utilizing this unparalleled collection of maps.  

(Maps from the American Battlefield Trust) 



The Official Newsletter 
of the 

Cincinnati Chapter 
of the 

Sons of the American Revolution 

Editor-in-Chief 

Lee Wilkerson 


