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President’s Perspective 

members who participat-
ed in the event qualify for 
250th U.S.  Anniversary 
points. As a side note, I 
am reminded by our 
250th NSSAR Chair, Cliff 
Olsen, that we have been 
asked to post our 250th 
Events on the America 
250th Web Page. This 
will build a data base of 
events so that others will 
have examples of suc-
cessful 250th programs 
they can model after.  The 
page is under the America 
250 tab on the sar.org web 
site.  

One of my objectives that I proposed at the beginning 
of my term was to implement and conduct a series of 
New Member Orientations. Thanks to the efforts of 
Steve Hinson, our Membership Chair and Zoom, that 
program has gotten off to a great start.  While in-
person sessions are, in my opinion, the most ideal 
method for presenting the workshops, because the 
distances between chapters and locations of our 
membership, we are finding that Zoom presentations 
are working out to be the best method for conducting 
the orientations.  Steve has provided an update of his 
sessions elsewhere in this edition of the Ohio Country 
Bulletin.  Even if you are not a new member, I’m sure 
you would benefit from attending one of his sessions.  
If you are interested, please let him know of your in-
terest. 

At our Fall BOM in Bellville, I announced a new fund-
raising opportunity.  It has been decided that the 
OHSSAR would apply to the Ohio Bureau of Motor Ve-

Troy Bailey 

President—Ohio  

Society 

Compatriots, 
By the time this message reaches you, 2022 will be 
just around the corner, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
New Years have gone by and are, hopefully, all good 
memories. I am looking forward to a prosperous and 
successful 2022.  With your help, I am positive it will 
be so. 

I have had the opportunity to visit several chapters 
during the first half of my official term as OHSSAR 
President.  I would like to thank each chapter for their 
hospitality and more importantly, for the work they 
do to support and further the mission of the SAR. It is 
interesting to meet members that I have only seen 
their names on rosters and to learn of their many and 
varied activities.  I look forward to visiting as many as 
I can fit into my schedule during my remining tenure.  
Unfortunately, many of our chapters meet on the 
same day of the week, and most are a 3-to-4-hour 
drive from where I live. I have been fortunate that I 
have had a “travel buddy”. Either my wife Chris or 
Steve Hinson have traveled with me to help navigate 
and stay awake! 

I hope that your chapter had the opportunity to plan 
or participate in Wreaths Across America this Decem-
ber.  Our local Northeastern Ohio Chapter has partici-
pated in a joint program with the local DAR and Blue 
Star Mothers for the past several years.  This year 
marked the first year that our newest military branch, 
Space Force was represented at the memorial cere-
mony.  Because this branch is so new, it is impossible 
to find a “Space Force Veteran” to represent the Space 
Force wreath.  We were fortunate to locate a Space-
Force recruit who accepted the job. Connor Deak, a 
recent high school graduate, was the first county resi-
dent to be recruited into the Space Force.  

If your chapter participated in a local Wreaths Across 
America and presented PG Davis’s proclamation, the 

Continued on Page 4 
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 hicles to petition to establish organizational license 
Plate - Vanity plates. To apply, we need to obtain 150 
petition signatures.  Once approved, the OHSSAR 
would benefit financially, on an ongoing basis. Funds 
generated from this program will be set aside and 
used to fund special education programs and projects, 
like how the George Washington Fund functions.  
These funds can be made available to use as matching 
funds, assist with Liberty Camps, construction of 
monuments, and many other projects. For example, if 
100 members purchase a Vanity Plate, we could ex-
pect an annual income about $2,000.00! Seems to me 
that this is a “no brainer”. If you have not already 
signed the petition, I REALLY need you to do so.  Any 
licensed Ohio driver is eligible to sign the petition.  I 
have posted a copy of the petition for download or 
contact me, and I will get you a copy.  

I hope that I will see you at the upcoming BOM, which 

will be held in Marietta, Ohio on Friday and Saturday 
February 4th and 5th at the historic Lafayette Hotel. I 
have invited Ron Miller from the George Washington 
chapter, Washington, PA to talk about a cemetery 
marker program they have instituted.  In addition to 
regular business, I am planning on having a couple of 
in person committee meetings.  On Friday evening the 
Veteran Services Committee will be meeting and on 
Saturday morning the 250th Anniversary Committee 
will meet in person and via Zoom for those who are 
unable to attend. A tour of The Castle is planned for 
the Ladies Auxiliary and for those who might be inter-
ested; we will tour historic Campus Martius on Satur-
day afternoon. 

Compatriots, I close with this quote by George Wash-
ington:  

“If we cannot learn wisdom from experience, it is hard 
to say where it is to be found” 

President Ohio Society 

SAR 

The Cincinnati Chapter’s  “Past Presidents Trio” Singing… 

 Happy Birthday Mr. President  

to Troy Bailey, the Ohio Society President. 

Not quite a good as when Marilyn Monroe did it for JFK but, almost as effective! 
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Ohio Society SAR 
Winter 2022 Board of Management Meeting 

February 4th and 5th, 2022 

Marietta, OH 

Lafayette Hotel 101 Front Street; Marietta, OH 45750 

~ Accommodations ~ 
River View Queen: $110.00 

Riverview King Parlor: $135.00 

 

Cabin: $85.00 

Twin: $95.00 

Queen: $105.00 

Reservations Call 1-800-331-9336 / 740-373-5522  

Group: S.A.R CGSAR 
 

Reservation Deadline: January 15, 2022 

Friday February 4th 
Dinner on your own – at the Hotel or nearby restaurant 

7:00PM—Committee Meeting 

8:00PM—Excon Meeting 

7:00 to ?? PM—Ladies Auxiliary 

Saturday February 5th 
9:00AM—Committee Meeting 

10:00 – NOON—BOM 
 

BOM Agenda 

Program/Speaker Ron Miller 

George Washington Chapter 

Washington, PA 

12:00-1:30PM—Lunch on your own 

9:30AM—Ladies Auxiliary Tour of “The Castle” 

Lunch at a Local Restaurant 

1:30PM—Tour of “Campus Martius” Open to everyone Veterans  

and Educators — Free Admission  
 

Compatriot Name________________________________________________________ 

Guest Name(s)__________________________________________________________ 

Chapter___________________________ Phone#______________________________ 

E-Mail_________________________________________________________________ 

 Cabin:  @ $85.00/Nite X _______ (# of Nites)  = $______________ 
 Twin:  @ $95.00/Nite X _______ (# of Nites)  = $______________ 
 Queen:  @ $105.00/Nite X _______ (# of Nites)  = $______________ 
 River View Queen:  @ $110.00/Nite X _______ (# of Nites)  = $______________ 
 Riverview King Parlor:  @ $135.00/Nite X _______ (# of Nites)  = $______________ 

Checks Payable To: 

TREASURER OHIO SOCIETY SAR 

Mail to: 

Michael J. Blum 

2999 Acer court 

Hamilton, Ohio  45013 
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the ladder to see what inter-
est there might be for a joint 
project. At the Fall BOM, pro-
ject was presented to Presi-
dent Bailey who then ap-
pointed Ad Ho committee to 
develop a better mockup of 
the memorial and begin get-
ting basic information ob-
tained for future review.  
Working closely with John 
Bredenfoerder, we have put 
together the basic mockup 
and we are the process of 
getting estimates for a de-
tailed cost analysis.   

General Wayne’s Impact on US, 

Northwest Territory and Ohio’s 

History 

General Anthony Wayne was a man of many attrib-
utes, sorrows maladies, and aspirations when one 
takes the time to read books and articles of the period.  
He would spend 14 years of his life of 51 years serving 
his beloved nation in the military.  First, as a Brigadier 
General of Continental troops and then when the failed 
campaigns of Generals Harmar and St. Clair in the NW 
Territories, President Washington, after preparing a 
short list of capable officers, chose to make General 
Anthony Wayne commander of America's first stand-

Rationale for the Project? 

A s Secretary of the Northwest Territory Chapter 
(NWT) and Chairman of the Northwest District, I 

look back on this question, I have contemplated this 
project for about 20 years.  Since, the NWT Chapter 
had completed its Patriot Grave marking programs, 
the time had come to figure out just what could be 
done to honor this American Patriot.  As the project 
was taking shape in my mind, I made a trip over to De-
fiance to visit the fort grounds to review what had 
been done since my last visit.  The 225th anniversary 
had been celebrated in 2019.  The city has added his-
torical story boards and various other items placed 
around the grounds.  More to the point, I inspected the 
large bronze plaque that was placed by the State of 
Ohio DAR in 1923.  Upon further review, it was pain-
fully apparent that the SAR did not feature in the hon-
or or remembrance of General Wayne and his Legion 
of the United States. 

So, I made the decision to review this idea with our 
compatriots in the NWT chapter.  We discussed this 
idea for two months and finally agreed to investigate 
the process of raising funds within the NW District to 
place an SAR sponsored marker honoring General 
Wayne and his men for their service to the nation both 
from the Revolution and the Ohio Indian Campaign.  
Our membership agreed to take on this challenge and 
we began to put together the program to raise $3000.  
I then received a call from a fellow compatriot to dis-
cuss SAR matters and in the conversation the question 
raised as to the nature of the current project under 
consideration I our area.  As I described the project 
that we were seeking to fund, I shared that we were 
directing our efforts at honoring General Anthony 
Wayne with a bronze marker in Defiance Ohio.  The 
conversation continued to whether I would like to pre-
sent this project to the Ohio Society and making this a 
more monumental project since Wayne was a very 
significant officer during both the Revolution and Ohio 
Indian Campaign (1792 1794).  This necessarily sent 
us back into discussion with the Chapter compatriots 
to see if they would be willing to move this project to a 
grander stage.  NWT compatriots agreed to moving up 

General Anthony Wayne 

Memorial Project 

David Lupien 
Chairman—Northwest District 
Secretary Northwest Territory 

Chapter 

General Arthur St Claire       &        General Josiah Harmar 



WINTER EDITION 

Page —  8 

ing army, assigning to him the task of rendering in the 
Indian problem in Ohio moot.  There is a tremendous 
amount of back history in this story to share at this 
point.  I would suffice it to say that Wayne came into 
the service of his country again to complete Washing-
ton’s goals and objectives for the nation as it applied 
to the Ohio Territory.  Wayne would discipline, train 
and expose his troops to every degree of wilderness 
in preparing them for a fight with the Ohio Indian 
Confederation.  Wayne was constantly concerned 
about being prepared and not getting caught in an 

ambush or not having the advantage to face his ene-
my in the field.  Wayne was very methodical in getting 
his Army organized, recruited, and trained for 
“Wayne's Legion” would face many trials and tribula-
tions as they moved into the field from Pittsburgh in 
Spring 1793. When he arrives at Ft. Washington 
(Cincinnati), he would complete his arrangements to 
begin moving into Indian Country.  He would ulti-
mately strengthen Fort Hamilton and move on to 
build Ft. Greenville.  His pivotal focus was to arrive at 
the site of the St. Clair defeat and build a fort on these 
hallowed grounds.  He would get this done and col-
lects the remains of the dead left on the battlefield 
and gives them proper burial.  Wayne would return to 
Ft. Greenville to spend the winter 1794 in relative 
comfort as could be afforded in the wilderness. 

In the Spring of 1794, Wayne prepared for his cam-
paign into the heart of Indian country.  He first deals 
with an attack by Indians at Ft. Recovery late June 
and early July.  This was a quick incursion to see the 
capability of Wayne’s Army. Wayne would then move 
his force north and head towards the Auglaize River.  
He was headed for the “Glaize” where the Maumee 
and Auglaize meet and a major Indian meeting place.  
They finally arrive at the Auglaize and will rest, but 
Wayne will send a detachment forward to secure the 
site and build Fort Defiance.  By the time, Wayne ar-
rives at Ft. Defiance, the fort was ready for occupation 

General Anthony Wayne 
Legion of the United States 
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on the 17th of August.  The next day, Wayne will wade 
across the Maumee River and head east arriving at the 
rapids on the Maumee near Waterville.  He established 
his camp and will travel to where the British had built 
Fort Miami, near present day Maumee, Ohio.  He 
warns off the British and returns to his camp.  He calls 
his officers together and prepared his battle plans.  
The next morning, he sends out a detachment to see if 
they would contact the Indians.  Shortly, they indeed 
do contact the Indians taking position within a line of 
storm-tossed trees.  Thus, the battle being named, The 
Battle of Fallen Timbers.  The forward line of Ameri-
cans sends runners back to report contact and Wayne 
calls up his main line of infantry and orders dragoon 
units to cover the North and South flanks.  They move 
out and shortly are engaged with the Indians.  The bat-
tle only last about forty minutes in that once the Amer-
ican line broke the Indian line, they began to break up 
and run.  They would flee to Ft. Miami, but the British 
rebuffed them and they then disbursed into the forest.  
August 20, 1794, Wayne had secured the Ohio Country 
for American settlement and began the process of see-
ing all of the NW Territories ultimately secured and 
the future states of Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin joining the union over the next thirty-five-
year period.  

Wayne would then travel back to Ft. Defiance and rest-
ed for a short time.  His next destination would be 
Kekionga, the site of Harmar's defeat and primary vil-
lage of the Miami Indians.  Wayne traveled to this site 
and completed the building of Ft. Wayne establishing 
American hegemony and power in the region.  This is 
now present-day Fort Wayne, Indiana.  He would then 
return to Ft. Greenville and prepare for treaty talks 
with the Indian chiefs completing the Treaty of Green-
ville on August 3, 1795.  Wayne would then begin a 
tour of American forts in the frontier ending up at 
Erie, Pennsylvania and while in residence died on De-
cember 15, 1796, age 51. 

Wayne's victory resolved a number of political issues 
for the Washington administration with Congress as 
well as Wayne's negotiations with the Indians would 
see them ceding most of Ohio and large sections of In-
diana, Illinois and Michigan.  The tribes would now 

heed American hegemony in the region.  The “Ohio 
Frontier” is now opened to settlers, and we see that 
just eight years later, Ohio joins the union as the 17th 
State. 

Fund Raising Program 

Phase One:  The NWT Chapter is engaged in Phase 
One of the fundraising in the NW area of Ohio. To date, 
we are at $1626.00, 54% of goal. We are continuing to 
contact local area DAR and SAR chapters and will 
work to complete this initial phase by April 1, 2022.  

Phase Two:  Then, I am planning on contacting the 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, Illi-
nois, Wisconsin, and Michigan Societies for their po-
tential support of this initiative. Pennsylvania because 
Wayne is their native son. The remaining societies be-
cause of direct connections with Wayne's campaign 
and the development of the NW Territories.  Phase 
Two to be completed by July 1, 2022.    

Phase Three:  will see us take the current totals to 
date and prepare our request for the GW Endowment 
Fund at the Fall Leadership meeting in September 
2022. Then, upon their decision and seeing our cur-
rent total in the Wayne Fund. 

Phase Four:  will see our committee putting together 
a final mockup of the memorial site and going to the 
NW Ohio area our chapter serves and making contact 
with foundations, service clubs, veterans groups major 
companies and banks and related entities to complete 
our projects fundraising goals. 

Our goal will be to finalize the memorial format and 
commission the monument in either January or Febru-
ary 2023. 

As this is happening, the NWT Chapter will be com-
pleting local fundraising activities to raise the money 
for the dedication program (in the morning) and a his-
torical/educational program to be executed in the af-
ternoon of the dedication of Wayne's memorial. These 
funds will pay for the stipends of reenactors, and relat-
ed programming elements for the days event. We hope 
to get a drum and fife corps, the 8th PA Regiment and 
other related groups to finish out this project. 
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Current State of Design 

& Development 

1st Vice President John Bredenfoerder has developed an initial mockup for review by the Society (see rendering 
above). We are working from a perspective of a vertical obelisk format with four sides or panels.  Panel # 1) bio-
graphical data on General Wayne and his Revolutionary War Service record.  Panel # 2) a review of his Ohio Indi-
an Campaign scenario.  Panel # 3) Test of the Treaty of Greenville.  Panel #4) will caption various prints and 
maps to assist in describing the events and times of the 1790's as Wayne made his way in the Ohio Wilderness.  

When the Revolutionary War ended in 
1783, the newly independent United 
States savored its victory and hoped for a 
great future. And yet the republic soon 
found itself losing an escalating military 
conflict on its borderlands. In 1791, years 
of skirmishes, raids, and quagmire cli-
maxed in the grisly defeat of American 
militiamen by a brilliantly organized con-
federation of Shawnee, Miami, and Dela-
ware Indians. With nearly one thousand 
U.S. casualties, this was the worst defeat 
the nation would ever suffer at native 
hands. Americans were shocked, perhaps 
none more so than their commander in 
chief, George Washington, who saw in the 

debacle an urgent lesson: the United States needed an army. 

Autumn of the Black Snake tells the overlooked story of how Washington 
achieved his aim. In evocative and absorbing prose, William Hogeland con-
jures up the woodland battles and the hardball politics that formed the Legion 
of the United States, our first true standing army. His memorable portraits of 
leaders on both sides―from the daring war chiefs Blue Jacket and Little 
Turtle to the doomed commander Richard Butler and a steely, even ruthless 
Washington―drive a tale of horrific violence, brilliant strategizing, stupen-
dous blunders, and valorous deeds. This sweeping account, at once exciting 
and dark, builds to a crescendo as Washington and Alexander Hamilton, at 
enormous risk, outmaneuver Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and other 
skeptics of standing armies―and Washington appoints the seemingly disrep-
utable Anthony Wayne, known as Mad Anthony, to lead the legion. Wayne 
marches into the forests of the Old Northwest, where the very Indians he is 
charged with defeating will bestow on him, with grudging admiration, a new 

name: the Black Snake.  

In 1791, General Arthur St. Clair led the 
United States army in a campaign to de-
stroy a complex of Indian villages at the 
Maumee River in northwestern Ohio. Al-
most within reach of their objective, St. 
Clair's 1,400 men were attacked by about 
one thousand Indians. The U.S. force was 
decimated, suffering nearly one thousand 
casualties in killed and wounded, while 
Indian casualties numbered only a few 
dozen. But despite the lopsided result, it 
wouldn't appear to carry much signifi-
cance; it involved only a few thousand 
people, lasted less than three hours, and 
the outcome, which was never in 
doubt, was permanently reversed a mere 
three years later. Neither an epic struggle 

nor a clash that changed the course of history, the battle doesn't even have a 

name. 

Yet, as renowned Native American historian Colin Calloway demonstrates 
here, St. Clair's Defeat--as it came to be known-- was hugely important for its 
time. It was both the biggest victory the Native Americans ever won, and, 
proportionately, the biggest military disaster the United States had 
suffered. With the British in Canada waiting in the wings for the American 
experiment in republicanism to fail, and some regions of the West gravitating 
toward alliance with Spain, the defeat threatened the very existence of the 
infant United States. Generating a deluge of reports, correspondence, 
opinions, and debates in the press, it produced the first congressional investi-
gation in American history, while ultimately changing not only the manner in 
which Americans viewed, raised, organized, and paid for their armies, but the 

very ways in which they fought their wars.  

Recommended Reading for those seeking more detail on this period of our history 
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O n 11 April 1889, a meeting was conducted in the 
office of Ohio Governor Joseph B. Foraker. The 

purpose of the meeting was to establish and organize 
the Ohio Society of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion (OHSSAR). An important first step was to approve 
the membership applications of the men who would 
serve as officers of the new OHSSAR. The first three 
applications were approved that very day.  

Wilson R. Parsons was assigned State Number #1.  
He would hold office as the first President of the Ohio 
Society.  

Henry A. Archer was given State Number #2. His po-
sition was State Secretary.  

And, William L. Curry received State Number #3. He 
served as State Registrar.  

The national numbers for these gentlemen pose some 
interesting questions. The early Ohio applications 
were not submitted to SAR National until September 
1892. As a result Parsons has national number 2201, 
Williams 2202, and Curry 2203. The question then be-
comes why the delay in the submission of their appli-
cations. One possible explanation concerns a disagree-
ment between OHSSAR and NSSAR. The controversy 
stemmed from the OHSSAR Constitution adopted on 4 
June 1889. This document allowed for membership of 
both men and women. The NSSAR disapproved this 
provision. This division would provide a strong impe-
tus for the founding of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) one year later. 

The application of the Ohio Society's first president 
reveals the way in which membership was established 
in the very beginning. Wilson R. Parsons (13 March 
1821 - 05 Sep 1912) submitted his application based 
on the service of two patriots: Benjamin Parsons and 
Stephen Clark. The following is an extract from his ap-
plication. This write-up constitutes the sole proof of 
his lineage: 

First President of the Ohio Society 

State Application # 1 

" My grandfather Benjamin Parsons was a private sol-
dier, & was seriously wounded in the Battle of White 
Plains, & subsequently died from the wound. My great 
grandfather Stephen Clark was a private soldier & 
served a number of years in the army. Stephen Clark 
resided near Hartfort Conn But died at the home of his 
son in law Capt Thomas Shephard near nine mile pond 
in Wilbraham Mass.  These facts are the traditions of my 
family and were fully credited by my father and mother 
from whom we received this unwritten history of my 
ancestors & their part in the War of the American Revo-
lution.  When my great grandfather was mustered out 
of the service he was paid in a currency that was value-
less - a hundred dollars was refused for a breakfast. And 
we had quantities of this money in my father's family 
when I was a boy." 

Wilson R. Parsons is buried in Walnut Grove 

Cemetery in Worthington, OH. 

Dr. Michael B. Gunn 
Committee Chairman & 

Cincinnati Chapter President 
2015/2016 

Patriot Graves Review 

The following article was submitted by Archivist Devin Riley of the Richard Montgomery Chapter 
earlier during the Fall Quarter.  The article is well researched and was submitted to the editor for 

distribution to the Patriot Graves Committee Chairman. 

Perhaps it is time for our society to begin marking the graves of our compatriots in similar fashion 
to the markings provided for our patriots. 
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A s was mentioned in the last issue of The Ohio Country Bulletin, a number of years ago while visiting the Nor-
man Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, I stumbled upon this series of paintings done by my 

favorite American artist—Norman Rockwell. 

Since the previous article, Our Freedom— Our Responsibility, was so well received it just made sense to continue 
with a similar article on another of our Freedoms.  As previously noted the series of paintings were published as 
the cover of the Saturday Evening Post magazine from Saturday, February 20th through Saturday, March 13th 
1943. While the concept of the “Four Freedoms” had long been a part of American Life and Lore, they were 
brought to the forefront of American thinking during the 1940 State of the Union Address delivered by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt to the 77th Congress on January 6th, 1941. 

I recognize that this small point of history does not directly share in the story of our American Revolution, howev-
er, it speaks well of the responsibilities of citizenship that we all share in the legacy handed down from our patriot 
ancestry. 

 

Freedom of Speech Freedom from Want Freedom of Fear 

Continued on Page12 

C onnor Deak, is the first area 
resident accepted into the Unit-

ed States Space force. He volun-
teered to present the Air Space 
wreath at the Wreaths Across 
America Memorial program held at 
the Greenlawn Cemetery in N. 
Kingsville Ohio Saturday December 
18th, 2021. The Memorial Program 
was sponsored by the Blue Star 
Mothers of Ashtabula County,  Stan-
ley, Redmond, Harper DAR, and the 
Northeastern Ohio Chapter SAR. 

~ Defending Citizenship ~ 
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W e’re all familiar with the First 
Amendment of the Constitution of 

the United States.  In part, it states that 
“Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof”.  But, why 
did the Founders feel it necessary to in-
clude this in the Bill of Rights? 

In 1620 a small group of people known 
as Puritans left England to avoid perse-
cution for their religious beliefs.  Puri-
tans wanted to reform the Church of 
England and purify it from what they 
viewed as the corrupting influence of the 
Roman Catholic Church.  To avoid arrest 
and imprisonment if they stayed in Eng-
land, they crossed the English Channel and settled tempo-
rarily in the religiously tolerant Netherlands. Over several 
months they secured passage to England’s Virginia Colony 
in North America.   They set sail from their refuge in Lei-
den, the Netherlands, in September and arrived, by signifi-
cant navigation error, at Provincetown, on the northern tip 
of Cape Cod in November of 1620 eventually establishing 
the Plimoth Plantation. 

The Great Migration brought a flood of Puritans from Eng-
land to the Massachusetts Bay Colony through the 1630s, 
concentrating in the area of present day Boston.  The irony 
is that while the Puritans fled England to avoid religious 
persecution, they ruled Boston with an iron fist.  Religions 
other than Puritanism were prohibited.  Quakers were vic-
timized most for their belief that one could have a person-
al relationship with God.  Puritans felt threatened by this 
belief and were certain that civil unrest would be the re-
sult.  Quakers were banned from the colony. 

Mary Dyer arrived in Boston in 1657 to preach the Quaker 
doctrine.  She was arrested and banished from the colony.  
She was stubborn, repeatedly defying the banishment or-
der.  She was captured and brought to Boston Common 
where she was hanged publicly from a tree on June 1, 
1660.  She was one of four Quakers executed for their reli-
gious beliefs.  They are known as the Boston Martyrs. 

Strict Puritan ideas started to fade from the 1680s onward 
and other religions gradually became more accepted. 

A brief survey of World History before and after creation 
of our Bill of Rights allows us to reflect more broadly on 
the issues associated with Freedom of Worship and why 
many hold this right and freedom very dear indeed.  A 
quick look at the most apparent world events involve 
many different faiths—the Roman Empire vs.  Christianity; 
Catholic vs. Islam in the Crusades; Russia, Germany, etc. vs. 

Jew in the Pogroms, Islam vs. Jew; 
Protestant vs. Catholic and many other 
sects have contended to maintain their 
faith.  While, it may seem to some that 
these conflicts were religious wars, it 
should be understood that in many coun-
tries during previous centuries the 
churches were tools of the state and vice 
versa! 

The Founders remembered some of 
these bits of history and included 
“Freedom of Religion” in the Bill of 
Rights. 

How does this relate to today?   

For the past year-and-a-half the Interna-
tional, Federal and State governments in 

many cases have prohibited in-person church services of 
any denomination based on Covid-19 Pandemic concerns.  
Sadly, when people needed the camaraderie and strength 
of in-person church services most, their own governments 
denied that First Amendment Right of Freedom of Religion 
and further, the right to peaceably assemble.  These re-
strictions of religious freedom were deemed necessary 
and constitutionally acceptable in the interest of the great-
er public health and welfare.  In many states these re-
strictions continue but other states have  altered or lifted 
restrictions all together. 

Many today might say that the greatest threat to our free-
dom of worship is simply from secularism.  It is probably  
safe to say that our leaders can occasionally speak without 
fore thought.  Not too long ago, we heard from a member 
of Congress that, “You don’t need God any more, you have 
us……”, implying that the government would be the moral 
compass of the American people.  Where else, other than 
God and religion do people learn right from wrong?  One 
only has to look at Nazi Germany, Stalin’s Soviet Union and 
other nations where God was replaced by the State. 

Over the past several decades we have seen infringement 
on prayer in public schools and their sporting events, cit-
ing Separation of Church and State. What used to be of-
fered up as prayers that the best team won and no one was 
injured has been deemed somehow inappropriate.  Recog-
nize that nowhere in the Constitution or Bill of Rights does 
it explicitly state that the church and state be separated.  It 
only specifies that the State may not infringe on the estab-
lishment or practice of religion. 

Religious persecution is alive and well in the Global Com-
munity as well as in America, and the United States Gov-
ernment is partly responsible even though the Bill of 
Rights explicitly prohibits it.  

Our Freedom — Our Faith 
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Fellow Compatriots, 

I was surprised and disappointed in reading the presi-
dent’s message about both the 1619 Project and his 
comments on Critical Race Theory. The message 
stressed the threat of these programs as revisionist 
history and the indoctrination of our children and 
grandchildren in our schools. That simply is not true. 
Critical Race Theory is a graduate level theory not 
taught in any high schools, and the 1619 Project is a 
historical research project which is also not on any 
state’s curricula. As the president stated, we have all 
watched our history being attacked by revisionists, 
however revisionist history happened when the effects 
of racism were removed from textbooks. 

The 1619 Project is a collection of primary source doc-
uments and sourced and peer reviewed articles by his-
torians on the history of slavery in the US and the long 
term effects of slavery and racism on our society. That 
is not revisionist, it is not partisan, and it is indeed a 
fundamentally necessary part of the study of American 
history to understand many of the motivations and ac-
tions of American citizens and government. To dis-
count the huge impact of slavery on the creation of our 
country, the formation of our belief systems, and our 
political process is harmful to our nation. Black Ameri-
cans were enslaved in our country for over 200 years 
and subjected to Jim Crow laws and discrimination for 
another century. If one is concerned about the teaching 
of this history one should recognize that teaching it 
isn’t revising history, it is acknowledging history. Re-
vising history happened when the effects of this were 
removed from our schools and monuments were 
raised to traitors who committed treason in an effort to 
keep Black Americans enslaved.  

Slavery and race is an incredibly important part of the 
history of the US. It is already in our curricula and has 
always been. The effort to remove the horrifying condi-
tions of slavery, the massacres of Black Americans be-
fore and following Emancipation, the thousands of 
lynchings that continued throughout our history from 

Emancipation through the 1960's and the long term 
effects of race based laws and policies is the revisionist 
action we should be concerned about. Texas led the 
way with pushing the removal of slavery and almost 
the entire Civil Rights movement from their history 
textbooks. Calling slaves workers is revisionist; one 
cannot kill and rape their workers but they could and 
did to their slaves. Removing the atrocities from our 
history does not help us learn and become a more per-
fect union, it pretends we already are perfect.  

Consider the effects of actual revisionist history. Many 
Americans don't believe the Civil War was fought over 
slavery and racism. The US Army is probably as good a 
source as we may all recognize as historically legiti-
mate. The US Army is quite clear on what state right 
those in the South wanted; it was slavery. The seces-
sion documents and the state constitutions of the 
South at the time were also very clear about the racist 
desires of the Confederacy. Stating that the white 
man's place is above the negro is about as racist as you 
can get after all. I encourage everyone to read actual 
documents instead of politicians or televised talking 
heads who use racism to gain political donations. Then 
pause and think about those statues that were erected 
during the Civil Rights era in the South. The plaques 
don’t point out that the Confederates were fighting 
against the United States military to keep slavery even 
though that is what the southern states very clearly 
stated in their secession documents; that is revising 
history. 

It is only by acknowledging our errors that we can be-
come the more perfect union we wish to be. Pretend-
ing racism has had no role in lawmaking or history ig-
nores why we had to have the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments, Brown v. the Topeka Board of Educa-
tion, The Civil Rights Act of 1964, Loving v. Virginia, 
etc. which were all necessary to revoke and remove 
racist laws passed by our governments in our histo-
ry.  If racism had no role in our history, why have we 
been removing, revoking, and declaring racist laws 
unconstitutional for generations?  

Note from the Editor:   
The content of the letters to the editor are strictly the views of the letter’s author and are not to be considered the official position of the 

Sons of the American Revolution on any topic that may be discussed.  As we are defenders of the US Constitution, we will not deny any-
one the Right of Free Speech.   

The Society has never sought to present anything but the history of our republic as detailed in primary source documentation archived to 
preserve of our National Story. 

 

Letter to the Editor from; 

Compatriot Sean R. Phillips  (mr.seanr.phillips@gmail.com) 

of the John Hancock Chapter  in Toledo, Ohio 
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A fter a lapse, the Ohio Society Veterans Affairs Committee restarted this past Octo-
ber; the previous Ohio Society Veterans Recognition Committee was folded into 

this committee. The Ohio Society Veterans Affairs Committee is a combination of the 
NSSAR Veterans and Veterans Recognition Committees and has the same focus as 
those two committees. 

We would like each Ohio Society chapter to have a veterans or veterans recognition 
committee to help promote service to veterans in and outside of the Ohio Society SAR. 
So far seven chapters have formed or already had a veterans committee.  

The Veterans Affairs Committee keeps compatriots aware of current issues of interest 
to veterans and promotes veteran assistance programs as appropriate and within local 
chapters’ capabilities. This article describes some of those issues and programs. 

Veterans Service Commissions. Ohio created the Soldier Relief Commission to assist 
Union soldiers and their families in times of need following the Civil War. The Soldier 
Relief Commission evolved into today’s Veterans Service Commission, each administered at the county level. Any 
veteran seeking financial assistance, help with VA claims, transportation to medical appointments, or other aid 
should contact their local county Veterans Service Commission. For example, my local commission gave away 20 
air conditioners and repaired 11 HVAC units this past summer. Any interested compatriot that would like to vol-
unteer should call their county commission about available opportunities. 

Community participation. I want to promote participation in local veterans’ organizations and programs for 
the benefit of your community. You could participate in your local Veterans Day Parade, or maybe your chapter 
historian could give cemetery tours that talk about the veterans buried there. 

I volunteered with the traveling Vietnam Veterans Memorial (The Wall That Heals) this past summer. In each 
community it visits local communities need volunteers to help set up/break down the wall and help visitors find 
friends, family, or fellow veterans’ names on the wall. When the 2022 Wall That Heals dates for Ohio are re-
leased, I’ll contact local chapters that could get involved. 

I’m still looking for SAR Representatives for the Dayton, Cleveland, and Columbus VA Medical Centers. The Cin-
cinnati and Chillicothe VA Medical Center slots have been filled. These SAR Representative and Deputy Repre-
sentative slots are worth 25 points each yearly on your USS Stark Memorial Award Report. The Cincinnati Chap-
ter reports they are close to volunteering at the Cincinnati VA Medical Center if the COVID situation allows it. 

Service recognition. Chapter presidents should recognize the service of fellow compatriots by submitting a 
NSSAR Recognition Form that allows the compatriot veteran to receive a Certificate of Patriotism, which then 
allows the compatriot or chapter to purchase the War Service or Military Service Medal. If you are a veteran that 
has not been recognized by the NSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee and want to receive your Certificate of 
Patriotism, please contact your chapter president or me to get things started. 

I remind and encourage all Ohio Society chapters to fill out and submit a USS Stark Memorial Award Report for 
2021. This report recognizes SAR chapters for their support of and service to the veteran community. Many of 
the same events you use when filling out the Americanism Award Scoresheet can be used for the Stark Memorial 
Award Report. USS Stark Memorial Award Report submissions for 2021 should be sent to Ohio Society Secretary 
Don McGraw no later than January 15, 2022.  

Veteran’s Committee SITREP 

Doug Pettit 
Chairman—Veteran’s 

Committee 
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Veteran’s Committee SITREP 

O n 2 December 2021, members of the Cincinnati, Marietta, Highlanders and Hocking Valley chapters of 
the Ohio Society, along with two members of the Kentucky Society SAR, met at Mt. Orab Cemetery in 

Brown County to welcome home US Army Corporal Kenneth R. Foreman 71 years after his death. Fore-
man was a member of Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division and was 
killed during the battle of the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea on December 2, 1950. 

The military funeral was attended by many family members, friends of the family, community members, 
and veterans from across the state. Members of the Ohio National Guard, VFW, and the American Legion 
also attended. 

Attending on behalf of the Ohio Society SAR was Past-President Lee Wilkerson, current 1st Vice President 
Jack Bredenfoerder and Chaplin Ed Bonniwell. Cincinnati Chapter was represented by Veterans Commit-
tee Chairman Jim Crane, Ohio Society Color Guard Adjutant Mike Gunn, and Compatriot Bob Bowers and 
Tim Madden. Ohio Society Color Guard Commander Bob Hill of the Hocking Valley Chapter,  President 
Gary Duffield of the Highlanders Chapter, and President Doug Pettit of the Marietta Chapter were also in 
attendance. 
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A salute to our veterans 
A final homecoming... 

T he Korea Peninsula was probably the only place that the United Nations actually went to war in unison!  A 
truce was reached on July 27, 1953.  Technically a Police Action—not a War North and South Korea Military 

forces are continuing to face each other across the Demilitarized Zone—”No-Man’s Land” to this day. 

Combat Forces 

South Korea – 590,911 

United States – 302,483 

Canada – 26,791 

Australia – 17,000 

United Kingdom – 14,198 

Thailand – 6,326 

Ethiopia – 6,007 

Turkey – 5,453 

Philippines – 1,468 

New Zealand – 1,385 

Greece – 1,263 

France – 1,119 

Colombia – 1,068 

Belgium – 900 

South Africa – 826 

Netherlands – 819 

Luxembourg – 44 

Humanitarian Aid  

(not counted in total above) 

Denmark – 600 
(Hospital Ship MS Jutlandia) 

India 

Italy – 71 
(68th Field Hospital)  

Norway (NORMASH) 

Sweden 

Photos to Left—Fighting along the Pusan 

Perimeter near Taejon in July 1950. 

Photos Below— Withdrawal from the Battle 

of Chosin Reservoir in December 1950 
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24th Infantry Division 34th Infantry Regiment 

T he Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
announced today that Army Cpl. Charles E. Lee, 

18, of Cincinnati, killed during the Korean War, was 
accounted for June 14, 2021. 

In July 1950, Lee was a member of Company K, 3rd 
Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Divi-
sion. He was reported missing in action on July 20 
after his unit was forced to retreat from the vicinity of 
Taejon, South Korea. He was never found, nor were 
any remains recovered that could be identified as Lee. 
He was declared non-recoverable in January 1956. 

Two sets of remains, designated Unknown X-781 and 
X-782 Tanggok, were recovered from a common 
grave near the Taejon-Kumchon main supply route a 
few miles east of Taejon in March 1951. X-782 was 
identified in February 1952, but X-781 was unable to 
be identified. The X-781 remains were later trans-
ported with all of the unidentified Korean War re-
mains and buried as Unknowns at the National Me-
morial Cemetery of the Pacific, also known as the 
Punchbowl, in Honolulu. 

In July 2018, DPAA historians and anthropologists 
proposed a plan to disinter and identify the 652 Kore-
an War unknown burials from the Punchbowl, includ-
ing 53 recovered from the Taejon area. X-781 was 
disinterred July 15, 2019, as part of Phase 2 of the 
Korean War Identification Project and transferred to 
the DPAA Laboratory at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii. 

To identify Lee’s remains, scientists from DPAA used 
dental and anthropological analysis, as well as cir-
cumstantial evidence. Additionally, scientists from 
the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System used mi-
tochondrial DNA (mtDNA) analysis. 

Lee’s name is recorded on the American Battle Monu-
ment Commission’s Courts of the Missing at the 
Punchbowl, along with the others who are still miss-
ing from the Korean War. A rosette will be placed 
next to his name to indicate he has been accounted 
for. 

Lee will be buried at Arlington National Cemetery in 
Arlington, Virginia. The date has yet to be determined. 

RELEASE | Nov. 10, 2021 
Soldier Accounted For From Korean War (Lee, Charles.) 

WASHINGTON  

Corporal Charles Edward Lee 

Missing in Action — July 1950 — Taejon, South Korea 

Company K, 3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment 

24th Infantry Division  
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I n the early Summer of 1950, the Communist 
Government of North Korea chose to invade the 
Republic of South Korea. 

As the North Korean Army swept south through the 
Korean Peninsula towards the port city of Pusan, 
South Korean Army units collapsed in the face of 
the onslaught.  As U.S. Army units were mobilized 
and fed into South Korea, they also were caught in 
the massive retreat to what became known as the 
Pusan Perimeter.  One of the first US combat units 
to reach the battlefield was the 34th Infantry Regi-
ment, a component of the 24th Infantry Division 
that had been stationed in Hawaii at Schofield Bar-
racks. 

The initial insertion of US troops occurred on or 
about 3 July 1950.  The 3rd Bn. 34th Inf. Regt. num-
bered approximately 640 troops led by Lt. Col. Da-
vid H. Smith, a World War II infantry battalion com-
mander. 

This unit, Task Force Smith, was lightly armed, 
short on artillery and using, in some cases, obsolete 
equipment from the previous war.  The North Kore-
an Army, equipped with Russian T-34 tanks, out-
numbered the South Korean and American defend-
ers.  While the defenders were simply trying to hold 
the enemy in place while the rest of their forces and 
equipment arrive in country they were being over-
run by North Korean Forces. 

Corporal Charles Edward Lee was assigned to the 
“K” Company, 3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment.  
According to the record, he was lost during the bat-
tle to hold Taejon.  The fighting was fierce, many 
American losses were sustained as whole battal-
ions were decimated. 

By July 5th, 1950, the first US combat unit in Korea 
was dug in along the main highway south of Suwon, 
about 22 miles south of Seoul.  This was Task Force 
Smith, two understrength infantry companies with 
support of a battery of light artillery.  That morning 
34 North Korean tanks came down the road from 
Suwon.  Antitank mines would have stopped them, but the task force had no such mines.  Recoilless rifles were fired at the 
tanks, but the rounds just burst against the tanks, causing the tanks to turn their 85mm cannons and 7.63mm coaxial ma-
chine guns on the dug-in defenders.  The 2.36-inch rocket launchers did no damage to the tanks as they passed through TF 
Smith and headed for Osan.  An hour later the 4th North Korean Division attacked.  LTC  Smith gave the order to withdraw in 
the early afternoon.  The next morning, July 6th, LTC Smith had just 200 men left.  In small groups, the moved south of Osan 
to P’yong’taek, 36 miles from Seoul.  Survivors straggled in for several days.  TF Smith had delayed the North Koreans for 
about seven hours, but at the cost of 150 lives. 

 

NOTE:  For those seeking more specific insight into the battle of the Pusan Perimeter, particularly the combat surrounding 
the loss of Corporal Lee, Please see the following website: 

https://www.historynet.com/korean-war-forgotten-24th-and-34th-infantry-regiments.htm 

The Road-Block at the Pusan Perimeter 

https://www.historynet.com/korean-war-forgotten-24th-and-34th-infantry-regiments.htm
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PRESS RELEASE | Nov. 8, 2021 
Soldier Accounted For From Korean War (Foreman, Kenneth.) 

WASHINGTON 

7th Infantry Division 32nd Infantry Regiment 

Cpl. Kenneth R. Foreman  

Missing in Action — Dec. 2, 1950 — Chosin Reservoir, North Korea  

Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment 

7th Infantry Division 

T he Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
announced today that Army Cpl. Kenneth R. Fore-

man, 19, of Mount Orab, Ohio, killed during the Kore-
an War, was accounted for June 7, 2021. 

In late 1950, Foreman was a member of Company A, 
1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry 
Division. He was reported missing in action on Dec. 2, 
1950, after his unit was attacked by enemy forces as 
they attempted to withdraw near the Chosin Reser-
voir, North Korea. Following the battle, his remains 
could not be recovered. 

On July 27, 2018, following the summit between Pres-
ident Donald Trump and North Korean Supreme 
Leader Kim Jong-un in June 2018, North Korea turned 
over 55 boxes, purported to contain the remains of 
American service members killed during the Korean 
War. The remains arrived at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-

Hickam, Hawaii on Aug. 1, 2018, and were subse-
quently accessioned into the DPAA laboratory for 
identification. 

To identify Foreman’s remains, scientists from DPAA 
used anthropological analysis, as well as circumstan-
tial evidence. Additionally, scientists from the Armed 
Forces Medical Examiner System used mitochondrial 
DNA (mtDNA), and autosomal DNA (auSTR) analysis. 

Foreman’s name is recorded on the Courts of the 
Missing at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pa-
cific in Honolulu, along with the others who are still 
missing from the Korean War. A rosette will be placed 
next to his name to indicate he has been accounted 
for. 

Foreman will be buried Dec. 2, 2021, in his 
hometown. 
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B y December 1950, just six months after the north 
Korean Invasion of the south, the US Army had suc-
cessfully… 

 Defended the Pusan Perimeter 

 Outflanked the North Korean Army with a brilliant 
amphibious landing at Incheon 

 Retaken the Capital City of Seoul 

 Pushed the North Korean Army northward across 
the 38th Parallel 

 Captured the North Korean Capital City of Pyong-
yang 

 Deployed the 8th US Army with nine (9) Infantry Di-
visions 

 Succeeded in pushing the enemy to the northern bor-
der of Korea with China along the Yalu River 

On October 19, 1950 the Communist Chinese Forces 
crossed the Yalu River attacking the US Army in support 
of North Korea.  In the battles that followed this invasion 
by China, significant conflicts occurred around the Chosin 
Reservoir held by the  1st US Marine Division and the 7th 
US Infantry Division. 

One of the thousands of young Americans involved in this 
conflict was Corporal Kenneth Foreman, assigned to 
Company A, 1st Battalion led by LTC Faith.  The unit was 
recognized as Task Force Faith. 

As vicious attacks  by the Chinese hammered US forces on the east and west sides of the Reservoir, it became apparent that 
the planned US Offensive against the Communist in this sector would never get underway.  The command was finally given to 
withdraw all forces from the Area of Operations around the reservoir.  As the Marines and Army were attempting to with 
draw under heavy fire from the Chinese, American losses continued to mount.  It was during this withdrawal that Corporal 
Foremen’s unit, located on A Company’s defensive perimeter, came under its most serious attacks and was likely lost. 

As Task Force Faith began to fall back from its many scattered positions, attempting to withdraw in a rag-tag convoy of still 
serviceable vehicles, losses continued to mount. 

*   As the Chinese fire intensified with heavy machine guns and grenades, the remaining able soldiers abandoned their trucks and 
fled to Hagaru-ri over the ice. Colonel Faith, later awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously, remained behind with his men to 
die in the cold.  All during the night of 1–2 December, shattered remnants of Task Force Faith trickled into the Marine positions 
at Hagaru-ri. A few were rescued by Marine jeeps racing out over the ice to pick up dazed, frost-bitten survivors. Some 319 Amer-
icans were rescued in this manner by individual marines. Many of the worst wounded were airlifted to safety. Of the 2,500 men of 
Task Force Faith, 1,000 were killed, wounded, captured, or left to die of wounds. After the air evacuation, about 500 7th Infantry 
Division soldiers were left to accompany the 1st Marine Division as it began its withdrawal from Hagaru-ri to the port of Hung-
nam, fifty miles southeast, and evacuation by sea. 

The men of Task Force Faith did not die in vain. They had virtually destroyed an entire Chinese division and prevented any possi-
ble attack south by the Chinese for four critical days. If they had not been able to hold out as long as they had, the 80th Division 
might have hit the 1st Marine Division perimeter at Hagaru-ri in force before the 5th and 7th Marines could have withdrawn. 
Those units might then have faced dug-in Chinese roadblocks in their rear instead of a safe perimeter and a reasonably open 
road to the south. The entire fate of X Corps may well have been different, if not for the bravery and stubborn defense of the area 
east of the Chosin Reservoir by the men of Task Force Faith. 

*     Text excerpted from CMH_Pub_19-8; United States Army Center for Military History;   

       https://history.army.mil/html/books/019/19-8/CMH_Pub_19-8.pdf 

The Withdrawal from the Chosin Reservoir 
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T he question most often asked most regarding the SAR 250th Anniversary medals is 
“What qualifies for a 250th Anniversary Event”?  According to PG Davis Wright, a 

250th Anniversary is not a onetime event on July 4th, 1776.  We are celebrating the pe-
riod of 1763 through the signing of the Paris Peace Treaty in 1783.  The celebration of 
these events does not need to be in chronological order!  Just pick any event from the 
1763 – 1783 timeframe!  SAR 250th events are not limited to battles.  ANYTHING relat-
ed to the War of Independence is an event. The purpose of the program is to raise the 
public’s awareness of the 250th Anniversary. This medal was not intended to be diffi-
cult to qualify for. 

The SAR 250th medals should be something more than simple “participation” awards. 
For an event to qualify, the event must contain the 250th logo on all promotional liter-
ature.  It should, where possible, have the 250th flag displayed. Finally, it should have a 
presentation on a subject relevant to the American Revolution that lasts upwards of 
10 minutes.  Again, the whole purpose of the 250th Anniversary program is to raise 
awareness of the events surrounding the American Revolution. 

These kinds of events have earned 250th medal points at Patriot Grave Marking ceremonies and local historical 
heritage festivals. 

 One of our Compatriots has a Revolutionary War tent and camp setup that he brings to local heritage fes-
tivals and discusses camp life.  His wife and kids act as docents. 

 Color Guardsmen discuss and demonstrate the Brown Bess, rifles, fusils and fowlers.  Also the differences 
between them.  Accuracy, etc. 

 Discuss uniforms, regimental flags. 

 Our drummer discusses his role on the battlefield. 

 Discussions involving clothing, rations, everyday life for a soldier. 

 Discussions of battles. 

 Newspaper/blog articles of key events occurring 250 years ago in that calendar month and year. 

 Create a “My Patriot’s Story” and publish it on a social media platform. 

 Create a especially themed float for a parade. 

 Purchase, plant and dedicate a Liberty Tree. 

NSSAR has published an awards form available at https://www.sar.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/250th-
Anniversary-Form.pdf.  This form should be used for all award submissions.  If necessary, use multiple copies 
as the form does not allow adding pages. 

The 250th Anniversary Committee has established a webpage under the tab “America 250” found on the 
SAR.org website. This site provides a comprehensive list of events, primarily battles, merchandise, and other 
items related to celebrating events. 

Robert E.R. Bowers 
Chairman 

250th Anniversary Committee 

https://www.sar.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/250th-Anniversary-Form.pdf
https://www.sar.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/250th-Anniversary-Form.pdf
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O n December 10th, compatriot Tom Hankins, 
newly installed President of the Hocking Val-

ley Chapter SAR, received an appointment as a 
member of the Ohio Commission for the United 
States Semiquincentennial. This gives the OHSSAR 
an important representation for expressing our 
interests, primarily the rebuilding of Fort Laurens, 
as the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolu-
tion approaches. Tom will be a fine and enthusias-
tic representative for us. Tom is a member on the 
Fort Laurens Rebuild Exploratory Committee, and 
a member of the National and State SAR 250th Cel-
ebration Committee's, and Chairman of the Hock-
ing Valley Chapter 250th Celebration Committee. 

Dr. Thomas D. Hankins, Jr. 
President—Hocking Valley Chapter 

Ohio Society SAR 
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Members of the Cincinnati & Simon Kenton Chapters Attend-

ed the Grave Marking for Revolutionary War Patriot John 

Swindle in Florence, KY  

O n Sunday, October 30, 2021 at 2 PM members of the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion joined the Simon Kenton Chapter at a Ceremony also sponsored by the Boone County DAR at the Hope-

ful Church Road Cemetery, Florence, KY to honor Private John Swindle. 

Both DAR and SAR bronze markers were dedicated in the cemetery and elaborate services in the church at the 
site were concluded with a musket salute followed by Taps and a Mourn Salute by the attending Color Guards. 

 The Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard of Cincinnati SAR preformed a historical presentation led by Command-
er Bradley Jarard, with Ensign Mike Blum carrying colors, Sergeant Mike Gunn, Corporal Bob Bowers, Privates 
George Stewart, Clay Crandall & Ed Bonniwell carrying muskets with bayonets. Members Lee Wilkerson (past 
Chapter and Ohio Society President), Jack Bredenfoerder (past Chapter President & Ohio Society 1st Vice Presi-
dent) Placed wreaths on behalf of the Chapter and Ohio Society with Gordon Stokely and Bruce Bennett attending 
with other duties.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Later in the evening of the same day , members of the four state societies attending the meeting gathered for a 
black-tie dinner with wives and guests. 

Central District Meeting 

Erlanger, KY 
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Ohio Society Color Guard 

in Action 

O n Saturday morning, October 9th, Ohio Society compatriot Bob Hill was visiting with Tennessee Society 
(Kings Mountain Chapter) compatriot John Neth who is also a dual member of the Ohio Society (Hocking Val-

ley Chapter). John asked Bob to participate with TNSSAR members in raising the National Colors to start the be-
ginning of the Heritage Days Festival in Rogersville, TN. The Tennessee compatriots were gracious guests and 
asked Bob to be Honor Guard Commander for the event. It was both a surprise and honor to Bob. After a quick 
review of the Von Steuben manual-of-arms, the honor guard marched in double columns down the narrow street 
to the town's Veterans Memorial and raised the colors for a patriotic crowd.  

Tennessee compatriot Don Hills renders a Continental salute after raising the colors 
and Ohio compatriot Bob Hill comes to Present Arms as the National Anthem is 

The combined Honor Guard begins its march, L to 
R: John Neth, Bob Hill, Don Hills, David Carr.  

T he Lt. George Ewing Chapter OHSSAR hosted a Patriot Grave Marking ceremony on Sunday, October 17th in 
rural Pageville, Meigs County, Ohio. The event was held jointly with the Meigs Return Jonathan Chapter DAR 

and honored patriot Robert Townsend, born Feb. 22, 1756 in what is now the state of Maine, who served in Bur-
ton's Company, Sherburne's Regiment of Continental Troops. Townsend died April 10, 1846. Ohio Society Presi-
dent Troy Bailey was present, participated in the color guard, rendered greetings and presented a wreath. Com-
patriots from several chapters were present including Hocking Valley, George Ewing, Marietta, Northeast Ohio, 
and Benjamin Franklin.  

The Musket Salute included Commander Hill, Jeff Walt 
and Al Gummere of the Hocking Valley Chapter, and 

Don Miller of the Benjamin Franklin Chapter. 

The OHSSAR Color Guard gathers around the grave of patriot Robert Townsend.  
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The 247th Anniversary of the Battle of Point Pleasant 
Memorial Service at Tu-Endie-Wei State Park in Point 
Pleasant, West Virginia was held on Sunday, October 
3rd.  

The event emceed by Ed Cromley, President of the Point 
Pleasant Chapter WVSSAR. Though rain threatened, the 
event was spared and well-attended by members of the 
SAR and DAR of several states including West Virginia, 
Ohio, Kentucky, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Indiana, North 
Carolina, and New Hampshire. Richard L. Hartinger, 
President of the Camp Charlotte Chapter OHSSAR gave 
the Memorial Address that included a history of the Bat-
tle of Point Pleasant and the Camp Charlotte Treaty.  

Compatriots Jeff Walt and Al Gummere of the Hocking Valley Chapter participated in both the Color Guard and Musket Salute with 

Commander Hill. 

The Combined SAR Color Guard was commanded by Ohio Soci-

ety Color Guard Commander Bob Hill  

John H. "Jack" Bredenfoerder, 1st Vice President OHSSAR 

presented a wreath on behalf of the Ohio Society and the Cin-

cinnati Chapter and participated in the Color Guard.  
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Ohio Society Color Guard 

in Action 

Four (4) patriots of the American Revolution were honored in a grave marking ceremony in Blue Ash, Ohio on 
Saturday, November 6th. The Cincinnati Chapter hosted the event on a beautiful autumn day well-attended by the 
public at Carpenter's Run Pioneer Cemetery. The program began with a demonstration on period linear warfare, 
uniforms, equipment, weapons, and firing with excellent narration by Chapter Color Guard Commander Brad Ja-
rard as SAR members marched, followed commands, and then interacted with the crowd answering their ques-
tions. The second half of the program was a traditional posting of the colors, wreath-laying, musket salute, and 
biographies of the patriots as markers were unveiled. Honored were patriots John Emans (New Jersey Line), Nich-
olas Johnston (New York Line), Francis Nichols (New Hampshire Line), Price Thompson (New Jersey Line). 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hocking Valley Chapter had a small Color Guard present at 
the Small Town Christmas Parade in Somerset, (Perry County) 
Ohio on Saturday, December 4th. The compatriots marched be-
hind the American Legion Color Guard, and behind the SAR con-
tingent was a Boy Scout Color Guard. The weather was warm 
and the crowd large and enthusiastic. Afterwards, a traditional 
supper at the historic Clay Haus was enjoyed with other com-
patriots and their wives. 

 

During the linear warfare demonstration, compatriots "Charge Bayonets!" with enthusiasm. 

L to R: Bob Hill, Al Gummere, Chuck Bundy.  
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T o the Members of the Fort Laurens Rebuild Committee 
and Zoar Community Association Board, 

We thank you for continual dedication to the Fort Laurens 
site and story. 

With no further delay, the Ohio History Connection has de-
termined that it is not feasible or advisable to re-construct 
the fort at the site. We made this decision based on three 
main points: 

 Ongoing operational feasibility- The operations of the 
fort were deemed feasible with a $100K increase of sti-
pend from the Ohio History Connection. Additionally, 
OHC provides maintenance and capital support to all 
sites and the creation of a fort on this property will also 
require an increase in funding that OHC has budgeted for 
maintenance. We are in no position to assume that we 
will receive enough and sustained ongoing state support 
to make this possible. The proposed fort is presumed to 
last 30 years, which also requires a commitment on be-
half of the state of Ohio to future capital improvements. 

 Interpretive theme- While Fort Laurens was certainly a 
fort, it was also a site of loss of human life and a final 
resting place. The opportunity to re-build the fort capi-
talizes on America250, with a focus on reenactment, dai-
ly life, and American battle tactics. However, there is a 
different, rich story of the broader context of the Ameri-
can Revolution and a chance to memorialize the loss of 
life and the sacrifices made in this struggle- to focus on 
reverence and understanding.  

 Additionally, the context is completely lost at this site 
with the highway and the canal, in a way that we can 
never re-gain. Best practices in re-construction focus on 

archaeology and public education and don’t always re-
sult in a fully re-constructed structure, but can lead to 
deeper understanding and engagement all the same.  

As difficult as it is to turn down this proposal, we do believe 
there is a great promise and need at Fort Laurens, and now is 
the time to turn our efforts to investing in the site. We pro-
pose moving forward on a variety of fronts to improve the 
visitor experience and the understanding about the site. 
These include: 

 Working with the upcoming America250 commission in 
Ohio to make Fort Laurens the physical gateway to Ohio 
in the American Revolution. Fort Laurens could be the 
jumping off point for people to understand the contest of 
the Ohio country during the founding of our nation. 

 Make investments in the site based on the funding that 
comes through American250 with the potential to look 
at: 

• Museum upgrades 

• Exhibit renovation- complete upgrades 

• Public archaeology programming 

• Relocating the museum off the fort site to better 
preserve it 

• Augmented reality experiences that allow the 
entire site to be viewed in context, virtually 

We agree that now is the time to make an investment at the 
site that is generational and we’d like to start moving in this 
direction. 

As a follow up to this memo, we will look to meet with ZCA 
and the Friends of Fort Laurens about next steps in planning 
for Fort Laurens in January 2022. 

Compatriots, 

As some of you know, I've been involved with the Fort Laurens Rebuild Exploratory Committee for the past two and a half years with compatriot Tom Hankins. A 
few others were involved from our Hocking Valley Chapter in the past such as Al Gummere and Matt Hardman, and other chapters had members involved 
such as John Franklin, Don McGraw, and others at one time or another. 

This committee was (is) chaired under the excellent leadership of Darrell Markijohn, a lawyer, a member of the Zoar Community Association and a Civil War reen-
actor, chosen by the ZCA to head this committee at its inception. Members in this committee represented the Zoar Community Association, the SAR, DAR, 
Friends of Fort Laurens Foundation, Ohio-Erie Canal Coalition and other organizations, including consultation with representatives of Native American tribes 
involved in the Fort Laurens story. 

Our hopes were high when representatives of the Ohio History Connection (OHC) were invited to attend our meetings and seemed supportive of our efforts to 
rebuild SOMETHING at the Fort Laurens site. After several months of discussion, a vote was taken for a complete rebuild in the grassy field directly across from 
the present-day museum and Tomb of the Unknown Patriot. A rebuilding proposal / business plan, and blueprints of a rebuild proposal drawn up by Bramhall 
Engineering & Surveying Company in Avon, Ohio were submitted to the Ohio History Connection in the late summer of 2020. Note: It is OHC who holds the pow-
er of yes or no in the rebuild project. 

During over a year of waiting for an answer on our proposal, Darrell developed an excellent powerpoint presentation on the history of Fort Laurens from the Revo-
lution to the present day, including details of the submitted proposal, and comparable building and operational costs of similar rebuilt forts already in existence.  

But the wait is over, we received an answer from OHC on December 20, 2021 and it is attached below: A COMPLETE REJECTION! Not even a partial conces-
sion for building of any kind! The OHC desires to keep the site a "place of contemplation" akin to a cemetery! Personally, I view that letter as an insult to our intelli-
gence and efforts. The 1915 Legislation (House Bill 252) clearly has wording for a rebuild in Section 1: "That for the purposes of preserving the revolutionary 
earthworks known as Fort Laurens...to purchase for the state the lands upon which Fort Laurens is located...as may be necessary to properly restore said fort and 
works..." But as with all things, money is no doubt the issue, despite the $300,000 in the "Log Fund" to rebuild Fort Laurens held in the account of the Friends of 
Fort Laurens Foundation, a fund to which SAR members have been donating for years. 

But all is not lost, not yet, and not without a fight. On December 10th, 2021 our new Chapter President Tom Hankins was appointed as a member of the Ohio 
Commission for the United States Semiquincentennial (his appointment attached). This gives the SAR a real voice in Ohio's upcoming plans to celebrate our 
nation's 250th Anniversary, and of course that includes the rebuilding of Fort Laurens. Tom is already hard at work contacting politicians who might help us, in-
cluding Ohio Senator Jay Hottinger of the 31st District who recommended his appointment. Attached is a proposed Bill that Tom sent to the Senator and hopefully 
legislation will follow that will make it into law to build Fort Laurens before July 4, 2026, and make us co-equal on the Board of Trustees with OHC! Keep our fin-
gers crossed and our powder dry. We have only begun to fight! 

Patriotically, For Your Information, 

Bob Hill — HVC Vice President / Secretary 

Fort Laurens Rebuild Denied by 

Ohio History Connection 
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Hello Ladies, 

I hope you have survived the hus-
tle and bustle of the holidays and 
are ready for some semblance of 
normalcy, but not for long.  The 
winter SAR Board of Management 
meeting is scheduled for Friday 
February 4th and Saturday Febru-
ary 5th, 2022.  It will be held at the 
historic Lafayette Hotel in Mariet-
ta at the banks of the Ohio River.  
It is considered a Grand Riverboat 
Era Hotel. 

Our Ladies Auxiliary meeting will 
be held at 7:00 PM Friday in the 
Muskingum Valley Room.  One 
item on the agenda will be the 
adopting of our Ladies Auxiliary 
Bylaws.  We will also finish off one 
of the Quilts of Honor.  If you are 
aware of a WWII Veteran that 
would qualify for a Quilt of Honor, please let us know.  Venie will also show us the completed patriotic quilt that 
is being raffled off.  Tickets are $5 apiece. 

On Saturday morning at 9:30 AM a tour has been scheduled to see “The Castle”, a beautifully preserved 1855 
Gothic Revival house museum.  
The tour will include compelling 
stories and will show period fur-
nishings that connect us with 
Marietta’s past. 

After lunch you are free to tour 
the area and the many attractions 
that Marietta has to offer, one of 
which is the Campus Martius Mu-
seum.  This impressive collection 
showcases the earliest native in-
habitants, Marietta’s pioneers and 
the history of America’s migration 
west. Three floors of exhibits in-
cluding General Rufus Putman’s 
original home and the Ohio Com-
pany Land Office, Ohio’s oldest 
known building.  Veterans and educators have free admission. 

I hope you will join us for our meeting and visiting this historical area. 

Christine Bailey, 
President 

The Ohio Society Ladies ‘ Auxiliary 
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E cclesiastes is a book that assaults our sensibilities.  It doesn’t 
yield up its truths easily, but when it does, it clobbers the seek-

er.  It was written by Solomon as a man who had been reclaimed by 
God after 20 years of living in a backslidden condition.  He calls 
himself the qoheleth, the preacher.  The Hebrew language here is 
used of one standing behind the sacred desk and holding forth in a 
sacred assembly.  This means that the book of Ecclesiastes is not a 
journal; it’s a sermon.  In the book he keeps talking about this life 
under the sun as a vanity.  The Hebrew word is havel, which means, 
‘that which is leftover after a soap bubble breaks’, and that isn’t 
much.  The secret of the book is understanding that this life has 
meaning under the sun, only when we have a relationship with God 
above the sun.  The transcendence of God, and relationship to Him, is 
what makes life fulfilling.  This is the ultimate conclusion that Solo-
mon comes to within these sacred pages.  In the book of Ecclesiastes 
there are a number of things that he addresses from the perspective 
of a worldly point of view.  For example, Ecclesiastes 1:15: 

“What is crooked cannot be made straight and what is lacking cannot be counted” 

What is in view here is not moral behavior, but something much more vexing.  As Solomon 
sought to understand life on this side of eternity from a human point of view, he concluded that 
some things are past finding out!  Now isn’t that the truth.  In other words, ‘crooked’ things are 
‘conundrums’ for which there’s no answer; and the truth is, (and this is for mature believers on-
ly) the Lord hardly takes pains to explain Himself and does so only infrequently.   

I have conundrums and I bet you do too.  We ask why this or that happened, and we can specu-
late and maybe content ourselves, at least for a while, with some answer.  But down inside we 
are left with a profound awareness that we really don’t know.  Focus on such matters too long 
and it will do more than ‘darken your countenance’. Rather it can turn you into a whiny, cynical, 
insufferable person that others experience as unpleasant.  Even as obedient believers, there are 
many things that are ‘crooked’ that we can’t straighten out; i. e. conundrums that we can’t make 
sense of.   

So what are we to do?  There is only one solution; namely, pray that God’s grace and sanctifying 
work will bring you to the place where you will find more delight in the presence of the Lord 
than the answers that you demand.  You can get there by living corem deo, before the face of God 
every day; by wrestling your flesh to the ground, participating in simple worship, Bible reading, 
bringing your anguished heart to the cross of Christ every day.   

 I think of David, conscripted into King Saul’s household and made a young prince, nothing that 
he coveted.  Later he was declared a fugitive with his life hanging in the balance for six 
years.  Fast forward another decade and we find David fleeing Absalom’s rebellion with Shimei 
in his face cursing him, throwing dirt up in his face and speaking death.  Why did it happen?  Our 
best answer is that God used these things to shape David, and that’s as far as we can go and re-
main on solid ground.   

Don’t make yourself crazy; and don’t turn yourself white headed overnight.  You’re never going 
to be able to figure some things out.  Deal with it!  Accept it.  Stop tormenting yourself. Allow Je-
sus Christ to be your delight, and the sooner you get there the happier you will be. 

You think about that!  Amen. 

The Reverend 
Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell 

Chaplain—Ohio Society SAR 

COMING TO TERMS WITH A HARD REALITY 
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New Members 

Western Reserve (1) 

Smith, Matthew Lee 

Cincinnati (3) 

Kerr, Samuel Thomas 
Benjamin Franklin (4) 

Bond, Michael James 
Click, Robert Oran 
Rush, Mark Alan 

Tamerius, Steven Dean 
Richard Montgomery (6) 

Barnhill, Hunter Dana 
Rettich, Robert William III 
Rettich, Robert William IV 

Walls, Carl Donovan 
Lafayette (8) 

Frey, Barry James 

Klug, Timothy James 
Moskowitz, Robert Allan 

Snyder, James Ronald 
Lamb, Matthew David 

Lamb, Kaleb David 
Lamb, Derrick Matthew 
Constitution (10) 

Dials, Timothy Aaron 
Fitzpatrick, Terry Michael 

Lt. George Ewing (11) 

Crum, Larry Allan 
Northeast Ohio (12) 

Gerbracht, Jesse Winchell 
Dannemiller, Mark John 
Kirkpatrick, Littleton III 

Martin, John Francis 

Samuel Huntington (15) 

Nickels, Ian Joseph 
Arthur St. Claire (25) 

Rosenthal, Cole Alexander 
Rosenthal, Rodney Allen 

Marietta (40) 

Moss, James Gaylord 
Mahoning Valley (44) 

Sincich, Christian Damir 
Sincich, Robert Joseph 

At-Large (99) 

Telzrow, James Spencer 
Telzrow, Michael Perrin 

Transfers & Reinstatements 

Arthur St. Claire (25) 

Cox, Floyd Hall  
Havens, William Edward 

Reinstatement 

Western Reserve (1) 

Bennett, Michael Jay 
Cincinnati (3) 

Link, Jason Michael 
Link, Stanley Louis 
John Stark (7) 

Skaggs, Eric Richard 
Kepple, James Christen 

Lafeyette (8) 

Allen, Hollie Richard 

McCormick, Jay Henderson 
Spiker, Eugene John Jr. 

Firelands Bicentennial (14) 

DeRose, Joseph Ronald 
Visintine, James Jacob 

Reddaway, Donald Ralph 
Ebenezer Zane (38) 

Prosser, Mark Allen 

Marietta (40) 

Givens, Michael Albert 
Norman, Denver A. 

Transfer-In 

Richard Montgomery (6) 

Englin, Bryce Todd  
Firelands Bicentennial (14) 

Hodsden, James M. 
Centennial (23) 

Heinl, Leo 

Transfer-Out 

Mahoning Valley (44) 

McClelland, Ronald Richard 

Western Reserve (1) 

Fowler, Hudson DeMott III 
Saturday, 18 September 2021 

Moshier, David Osmond 
Saturday, 13 April 2019 

Stickney, John Moore 
Saturday, 13 November 2021 

Cincinnati (3) 

Wilson, Eddie McArthur 
Thursday, 16 September 2021 

Cocanougher, John Everett Jr. 
Tuesday, 14 December 2021 

Pohl, David Francis 
Saturday, 11 September 2021 

Northeast Ohio (12) 

Herroon, Gary George 

Sunday, 12 December 2021  

Firelands Bicentennial (14) 

Cotterill, Charles 
Thursday, 9 September 2021 

Kempf, Dennis Lee 
Monday, 24 June 2019 

 Centennial (23) 

Shellabarger, Paul Ellis 
Wednesday, 11 August 2021 

Northwest Territory (37) 

Posey, Wyatt William Jr. 
Friday, 4 September 2021 

Marietta (40) 

Dotson, Charles Robert 
Monday, 24 August 2020 

Stacy, Joseph Roberts 
Wednesday, 24 November 2021 
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Membership and Chapter 

Enrichment 

O ver the past several years we 
have encouraged chapters to 

establish mentoring programs and 
begin to provide new members 
with orientation.  The mentoring 
program is outlined in detail in 
www.sar.org/committees/
membership-committee/.  The 
Ohio Society new member orienta-
tion program was rolled out in the 
fall of 2019 with the introduction 
of the New Member Orientation 
Workbook.  The complete orienta-
tion program can be found https://
www.ohssar.org/documentation-1 
under New Member Orientation 
section.  It is believed that provid-
ing instruction on the organization, 
finding out the interests of the new 
member and guidance through 
mentoring will help retain mem-
bers, promote participation in pro-
gram objectives (patriotic, educa-
tional, historical) and produce 
leaders.  Some chapters have insti-
tuted this program and others have 
not.   

Over the past two years meeting 
virtually has taken off.  Used by ne-
cessity during the Covid pandemic 
it has now become an effective 
method of communication and 

meeting face to face over great dis-
tances.  National SAR committees 
having members scattered 
throughout the country who once 
only met three times a year at 
Leadership in Louisville, KY or at 
National Congress, find themselves 
becoming much more productive 
by meeting frequently using virtual 
application programs.  

In November the Ohio Society 
rolled out its virtual New Member 
Orientation using Zoom.  Every one 
of the 150 new Ohio Society mem-
bers registered by the National So-
ciety between January 1, 2021 and 
November 30, 2021 were invited to 
participate in the virtual orienta-
tion by Zoom.  New members who 
responded received a copy of the 
New Member Orientation Work-
book and a My Participation work-
sheet.  They were asked to review 
the Workbook, attend the virtual 
presentation and complete the par-
ticipation worksheet.  Worksheets 
are reviewed and returned to chap-
ters for chapter leadership to as-
sign mentors (if not already as-
signed) and work to get the new 
members involved in the chapter.   

The workbook and presentation 
covers the history of the SAR, how 
national society, state society and 
chapters are organized and oper-
ate, an introduction to most of the 
programs, and opportunities for 
participation.  As a bonus, those 
wishing to stay on line were given 
a tour of the PRS (Patriot Research 
System) and how to use it to do ge-
nealogical research for supple-
mental applications.  

So far 30, 20%, of the new mem-
bers have participated in the pro-
gram.  This participation number 
does not include new members 
who have attended similar pro-
grams presented directly by chap-
ters.   

The orientation program will be 
rolled out to existing members be-
ginning in January 2022.   

 IF YOU ARE A NEW MEMBER AND 
DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE INI-
TIAL INVITATION, GIVE STEVE 
HINSON AT: 
 STEVHIN@EARTHLINK.NET  

AN EMAIL REQUESTING ATTEND-
ANCE AT AN UPCOMING PRESEN-
TATION. 

New Member Orientation Goes Virtual 

Article XXII of the Ohio Society 
Regulations provides for addition 
and suspension of chapters: 

Failure of any Chapter to forward 
its annual registration report, fail-
ure to hold at least two general 
membership meetings per year for 
conducting business, failure to hold 
elections of officers, failure to main-

tain a membership of five compatri-
ots, or refusal to admit candidates 
to membership without just cause 
may result in loss or suspension of a 
chapter’s charter.  

F or several years the John Stark 
Chapter in Canton/North Can-

ton, OH, the onetime chapter of 
William McKinley, has suffered 

with dwindling membership and 
with willingness by members to 
support the officer positions.  As a 
result, new member application 
sponsors logically looked for other 
not so nearby active chapters or 
used the At Large Chapter to place 
Canton/North Canton areas new 
members.   Over this time period, 
dues were collected by John Stark 

Continued on Page 30 

John Stark Chapter Receives R&R 

http://www.sar.org/committees/membership-committee/
http://www.sar.org/committees/membership-committee/
https://www.ohssar.org/documentation-1
https://www.ohssar.org/documentation-1
mailto:STEVHIN@EARTHLINK.NET
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and registration reports filed as 
required.  There were currently 15 
members registered in 2021 in-
cluding 6 living out of state.  Three 
new member applications were in 
process at National Headquarters. 

In September Ohio Society officers 
contacted the John Stark Secretar-
y/Treasurer, the only remaining 
officer of John Stark.  A decision 
was made to hold a membership 
meeting to discuss suspending 
and/or terminating the chapter or 
making an attempt to do R&R, Re-
vitalization of membership and Re-
boot of activities. 

Meetings were held in October, No-
vember and December.  In October 
two members and one dropped 
member attended along with three 
Ohio Society Officers.  Attendance 
by Zoom was available but there 
were no virtual attendees.  A deci-
sion was made to move forward 
with at least trying R&R and an 
outline of the R&R program was 
completed. 

In November and December, the 
R&R program was put into place 
with the following program ele-
ments: 

Local DAR Chapters were contact-
ed to gain SAR/DAR Liaison sup-
port in finding new members.  Rep-
resentatives from two local chap-
ters Canton and Jane Bane attend-
ed the meetings.  Names for three 
new applicants were presented and 
SAR DAR Finder Program bro-
chures were delivered to them for 
distribution in the DAR chapters. 
The DAR chapters agreed to work 
with John Stark Chapter on com-
mon programs and holding joint 
membership open houses to solicit 
new members.  The Canton Chap-
ter DAR Regent described the pre-

vious close relationship with John 
Stark Chapter and a desire to get 
back to joint meetings/events. 

SAR members and dropped mem-
bers within Zip Code areas sur-
rounding Canton were contacted to 
encourage their support of the John 
Stark R&R program.  Dual member-
ship, transfers to John Stark, or 
simply attendance at John Stark 
meetings were all options availa-
ble.  Non-of those contacted were 
asked or directed to transfer mem-
bership.  By the December meeting 
10 new members had been added 
from transfers or reinstatements 
and 3 more were in process. Appli-
cation for one new applicant was 
ready for signature. 

The Canton Library (10 locations) 
who hosted two of the meetings is 
working with the Chapter to set up 
SAR/DAR/C.A.R. open houses 
aimed at seeking new members, 
increase SAR visibility through 
speaker bureau presentations at 
the libraries and partnering on 250 
Anniversary programs.  Ohio Socie-
ty sponsors of new member appli-
cations were requested and agreed 
to recommend to new Canton/
North Canton area applicants that 
they become members of John 
Stark Chapter.  

The Chapter has started to work on 
SAR programs.  All attendees were 
asked to bring and have brought 
the names of 7 potential American 
Flag Award candidates.  One award 
has been completed. The Canton 
Library has agreed to have Ameri-
can Flag Awards presented at each 
of its 10 locations. 

 JROTC instructors at two local high 
schools have been contacted to so-
licit participation in the JROTC 
Youth program.    

A By-Laws committee was formed 
to draft a new Constitution and By-
Laws to replace these lost docu-
ments.  The Constitution and By-
Laws were presented and ap-
proved at the December Meeting. 

Attendance by Zoom has contin-
ued.  At the October meeting there 
were six in attendance by Zoom 
including one who is disabled, one 
who was sick on the day of the 
meeting and one who was late get-
ting home from work and could not 
make the meeting in time.  Two 
attended virtually in December. 

A Nominating Committee for offic-
ers has been appointed and an 
election of officers scheduled for 
the next meeting in February. 

One of the members connected 
with the Canton Masonic Temple 
offered it as location for the De-
cember meeting.  The Chapter has 
agreed to use the Temple as its per-
manent home for meetings. 

All members are enthused about 
progress and looking forward to 
continuing the R&R program, mov-
ing into a traditional meeting for-
mat including speakers, award 
presentations and special events 
within the community.  The chap-
ter meeting in February will fea-
ture a well-known local speaker 
who will bring a presentation on 
President William McKinley the 
25th President who was born in 
Niles, Ohio and lived in Canton, 
Ohio and as indicated earlier a 
member of the John Stark Chapter. 

If your Chapter could use an R&R 
program or live in a location where 
you would like to see a chapter 
started contact Steve Hinson at… 

 STEVHIN@EARTHLINK.NET 
Or 

440-645-7322.  

Continued from Page 29 

mailto:STEVHIN@EARTHLINK.NET
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The Patriot Research System 

(PRS), a Tour and a Vision 

 

PRS and GRS Background 

Several years ago the NSSAR organized its efforts in Revolutionary War Patriot research into two Committees:  
The Patriot Records Committee and the Genealogical Research System Committee.  The Patriot Records Commit-
tee took on the primary task of compiling and consolidating patriot and compatriot records held by the NSSAR to 
be called the Patriot Research System (PRS).  The Genealogical Research System Committee took on the primary 
task of defining, designing and implementing a Genealogical Research System (GRS) that would use much of the 
data in the PRS and lead to an automated application system.  

While the Genealogical Research System Committee worked on defining the GRS the Genealogical Patriot Records 
Committee began slugging its way into creating the PRS data base.  It combined the previous NSSAR Patriot and 
Graves Registry (Online), NSSAR Revolutionary War Graves Registry (Book and CD), information from the NSSAR 
Patriot Index CD (2002), and additional information and updates from various State Grave Registry Databases. 
The SAR Patriot Biographies project began in 2014 to collect the biographies of the ancestors of SAR members to 
perpetuate the memory of our Revolutionary War Patriot ancestors by providing a media for the SAR members 
to submit biographies of their patriot ancestor(s), and enhance the recruitment of new members for the SAR. 

Over the past three years over 700 PRS volunteers have participated in manually loading applications beginning 
in 1985, linking patriots to members, linking patriots to the Find-A-Grave web-site and to the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) GRS web-site.   This database will continue to expand as new patriots and graves are 
found and new members are approved.  This includes all patriots not just those linked to a member.  Work is cur-
rently starting on loading applications older than 1985.    

At the most recent NSSAR Trustees Meeting held in December 2021 the Genealogical Research System Committee 
reported that almost 60% of its defined work for the GRS has already been implemented in the PRS and will be 
coordinating with the Patriot Records Committee to incorporate the rest of its defined work.   

Touring the PRS 

The Patriot Research System is a searchable online database of patriots. While the data base loading is still in pro-
gress, many of the functions can already be used for genealogical research.  

Go into the National Website and click on PRS in the blue tab strip. 
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Patriot Search – Click on Patriot Search to search the database based on Patriot Name, Patriot Number, and other 
criteria.  

Type in Surname of Patriot and/or additional 
information to make search more restrictive.  

 

Click on “Sounds Like” box to get “Exact”, 
“Sounds Like”, “Begins With” or “Contains” op-
tions for search. 

 

Optionally you can type in the Patriot Number. 

 

Click on Search next to Patriot Number box. 

 

 

 

 

If more than one Patriot Sur Name matches the search criteria a “Patriot Search Results “screen will come up.  
Note there may be more than one page and note “Indicators” column at the bottom.  Using the data to the right 
select the Patriot that best fits the one you are searching for and click on the “Patriot #” in the left column.  
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The main Patriot page comes up with Patriot Name and SAR Patriot # at the top.  The Patriot page has three tabs.  
You are in the First Tab “Patriot Detail”.  Here you will find all of the Patriot service and biographical information.  
At the bottom you will find application including “Members Who Share This Ancestor” at the bottom.  Click on ap-
plication, blue icon, to see all but the three most current family generation data.  Three current generations are 
deleted for privacy. 

If the Patriot is listed in the DAR data base there will be a DAR # A------------- at the top right of this page section.  
Click on it and it will take you directly to the DAR GRS page for the Patriot. 

Click on middle tab.  This will take you to the “Grave Detail” tab.  Here you will find all the grave detail information 
including a picture of the grave if available.    
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At the top right of this page section is a Find-a-Grave memorial number.  Click on this number to be linked directly 
to the Patriot’s grave information in Find-a-Grave.   

Now click on the third tab on the right.  This will take you to the “Contribute Biography” page.   

Here you will find no biography or one or more biographies that have been contributed.  If you do not find a biog-
raphy for your patriot ancestor and have one you can contribute it by following the directions on the page.  You 
must submit original material not plagiarized.  Caution you may find biographies providing conflicting infor-
mation.   

Going back to the main PRS Page you will find there are other types of searches that can be made. 

 Search the database based on a SAR member. This allows for viewing all known descendants of a given mem-
ber. 

 Search the database based on a Descendant name. A descendant is someone who sits between a SAR Member 
and a Patriot in their lineage. This search is a work in progress, as not every record has lineage data in this 
database today, and won’t be included in the results. 

 Search the database specifically for finding Biographies that have been submitted. Search results are limited 
to those Patriots who have had a biography submitted. 

 Search the database for data on Patriots buried in a specified cemetery accumulated from Revolutionary War 
Graves Project and Grave Marking Ceremonies. 

With the above tour you will be able to go into the PRS and find your way around.  Be aware of the disclaimer 
printed on the main page of PRS: 

The Data contained within the Patriot Research System website represents a compilation of numerous sources 
and is NOT TO BE USED as direct proof on SAR applications. However, this data may point you to the actual 
sources which may be usable as proof on an SAR application. Refer to the NSSAR Application Preparation Manual 
and NSSAR Genealogical Committee Policies Manual for the specifics of acceptable proof on a SAR application. 
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The Vision… 

Where is PRS Going?? 

T he data base itself will never be complete as long as new 
members are being added and there are patriots to be 

found in documents or cemeteries.  The ultimate objective is 
arriving at an automated application.   

Sit back and let your imagination go for a moment. 

You are looking for an as yet unknown supplemental patriot 
ancestor.  Your patriot ancestor is linked through your great-
great grandfather.  You really have never researched great-
great grandmother’s lineage.  You go into Descendants in PRS 
and do a search on great-great grandmothers name.  A page 
comes up with great-great grandmother linked to two of her 
patriot ancestors.  You verify by checking to see if she is mar-
ried to great-great grandfather.  Yep! They match.   

Using links, you link yourself to great-great grandma and link 
her to one of the patriots.  You do a generate application click 
and up comes an automated application generation chart go-
ing from you to the new patriot ancestor along with a list of 
the source documents used as proofs.  Neat!  (Note: this sce-
nario is the authors concept of how it might work and not 
taken from the software designers notes) 

If you are interested in the Patriot Grave Mapping Feature in 
PRS check out this YouTube walk through: 

 https://youtu.be/7tTcnF_2Dag 

Volunteers who serve on boards and committees are the life-
blood of the National Society. They assist the SAR in policy 
making, assure the success of programming, reduce costs 
through their tireless work, and help to provide services to our 
members and the community. The SAR values each and every 
member, but those who show their passion and commitment to 
the SAR through their volunteering efforts stand out among the 
crowd. If you would like to serve on a national committee, 
please look for your area of interest and contact the chairman 
of that committee.  

 

 

https://youtu.be/7tTcnF_2Dag
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I 
n the spring of 1792, President George Wash-

ington chose “Mad” Anthony Wayne to defend 

America from a potentially devastating threat. 

Native forces had decimated the standing army and 

Washington needed a champion to open the country 

stretching from the Ohio River westward to the 

headwaters of the Mississippi for settlement. 

A spendthrift, womanizer, and heavy drinker who 

had just been ejected from Congress for voter fraud, 

Wayne was an unlikely savior. Yet this disreputable 

man raised a new army and, in 1794, scored a deci-

sive victory at the Battle of Fallen Timbers, success-

fully preserving his country and President Washing-

ton’s legacy. Drawing from Wayne’s insightful and 

eloquently written letters, historian Mary Stockwell 

sheds light on this fascinating and underappreciated 

figure. Her compelling work pays long-overdue trib-

ute to a man—ravaged physically and emotionally 

by his years of military service—who fought to de-

fend the nascent American experiment at a critical 

moment in history.  
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