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Greetings Compatriots, 

I thank you for the confidence you have placed in me by 
electing me President of the Cincinnati Chapter.  I do not take 
this confidence or this assignment lightly.  In the 126 year 
history of this Chapter I will be the 87th Compatriot to take 
this office. I  will do my best to honor that confidence. I con-
sider the Cincinnati Chapter to be one of the finest chapters 
in the nation.  Special recognition and thanks should be given 
to President Ballman as he guided us through some very dif-
ficult times last year, as well as the previous Presidents who 
have laid the groundwork for a very solid chapter.  I look for-
ward to working with all of you and seeking your advice in 
the coming year. 

As we start the New Year I will ask every one of you to step 
back and reflect on what the SAR means to you.  I ask that 
you reflect on our accomplishments that we have achieved together.  I ask that you look 
forward to what heights we have yet to achieve.  Every Compatriot has something to offer 
to continue the success of this chapter.  I welcome your opinions, your input and your 
guidance as we start this journey together. 

Negotiating the COVID-19 pandemic has been a challenge for all of us, but we found ways 
to continue our purpose.  I feel it is imperative that we start to be more active in the com-
munity.  We need to continue to build on our relationship with other SAR, DAR and CAR 
chapters.  As schools open their doors to us, we will once again encourage historical teach-
ing and research in relation to the American Revolution.  Our Education Committee mem-
bers have been so successful in the past and I see no reason that cannot continue.  Our 
presence at Honor Flight and Naturalization Ceremonies need to continue.  Our Nolan Car-
son Memorial Color Guard, as we all know, is the best in the state.  I see no reason why this 
unit cannot continue to grow, improve and continue to be the face of our chapter.  A re-
newed emphasis must be placed on engaging with Service Veterans.  This is an area where 
I feel that we are falling short.  Another concern I do want to address is new member chap-
ter involvement.  A past President once told me, “If you do not step forward, you will never 
know what you can accomplish.”  For the future of this chapter we need new members to 
step forward.  We need to continue to develop new leadership for the future.  Let's consid-
er ourselves leaders not observers. 

Twelve years ago I would not have thought I would be standing here in front of you. 

I look forward to working with each one of you as we continue to move the chapter for-
ward to even greater accomplishments. So compatriots………...let's get started! 

In patriotism, 

 

 

George H. Stewart Jr. 
President 

 

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a 
leader.” 

John Adams 

George Harry Stewart Jr. 
President—Cincinnati Chapter 

Sons of the American Revolution 



4 of 17 

 
 

 

The following new members to the Cincinnati Chapter 

were approved during the October-December 

timeframe. 

Welcome to the Society Compatriots 

Kerr, Samuel Thomas 

Link, Jason Michael 

Link, Stanley Louis 

During the Chapter’s Annual Meeting, held on Wednesday, 01 December 2021, President Ball-

man, in one of his last acts as our Chapter President inducted into  the Cincinnati Chapter  

The Reverend Canon George A. Hill III 

& 

George A. Hill IV 

Reverend Hill’s Son was also inducted via the phone as he was unable to attend the ceremony 

in person. 

In photos from left to right—President Ballman administers the SAR Oath of Allegiance to Reverend Hill as Vice Presi-

dent-Elect Gary Duffield observes.  VP Duffield then pins the Rosette to Reverend Hill’s Lapel.  In the next photos Presi-

dent Ballman is administering the SAR Oath via cell phone to Rev Hill’s son as he looks on. 
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John was a former Miami University football player and 
an avid supporter of Miami Athletics, attending games 
and cheering on his teams whenever he had the oppor-
tunity. John was a member of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, Rotary Club, Kiwanis Club, the Oxford Cem-
etery Board, and Beta Theta Pi.  John also served his 
country in the United States Army Reserve. 

His loss will be felt deeply by the Oxford community 
and especially by his loving family and all who were 
close with him. 

John is survived by his beloved wife of 43 years, Lois 
(nee Kelly) Cocanougher; devoted children Kelly (John 
Willemin) Cocanougher and Marc (Lisa) Cocanougher; 
and cherished grandchildren Everett Marcus Cocanougher and Leo Matthew Co-
canougher.  

He was preceded in death by his father John Everett Cocanougher, Sr., his mother Jo-
sephine (nee Helm) Cocanougher, and his brother Donald Helm Cocanougher. John 
is also survived by many loving cousins, nieces, nephews, and dear friends. 

A visitation for John was held on Sunday, December 19, 2021, from 2 pm until time 
of Memorial Service at 4 pm at Ogle & Paul R. Young Funeral Home, 5056 College 
Corner Pike in Oxford. 

A private graveside service at Oxford Cemetery will be held at a later date. Dona-
tions in John's memory can be made to the Miami University Red & White Fund or 
the charity of your choice.  
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Pohl, David F., 97, beloved husband of the late June 
Firth Pohl, passed away on September 11.  

He is survived by his dear daughters, Nancy L. 
(Robert) Skirvin of Mason and Marsha A. Pohl of 
Philadelphia, PA; nephew Clifford (Marianne) Pohl 
of Pittsburgh, PA; grandchildren Ashley (Brandon) 
Hoehn of Castle Rock, CO, David (Rhea) Smith of 
San Diego, CA, Travis (Hayley) Smith of German-
town, OH, and Erin Pohl of Philadelphia, PA; step-
grandchildren Amy (J.T.) Lewis of Chattanooga, TN, 
Sara (D.J.) Reffit of Amelia, OH, and Nick Skirvin of 
Pelzer, SC; 9 great-children, sister-in-law Kay 
(Mike) Schehl of Fairfield, OH, and his beloved pet, Little One. His brother is the 
late Clifford Pohl.  

Dave served in the US Navy during World War II, followed by attendance at Pur-
due University (Lafayette, IN) and graduation from the University of Kansas 
(Lawrence, KS) in 1947. He had an active professional life in the business com-
munity, served as Treasurer/Business Manager at Church of the Saviour United 
Methodist, Montgomery, OH for 12 years, and also served as a volunteer at Be-
thesda North Hospital’s In-house Pharmacy for 15 years in his retirement years. 
Dave was a 33rd degree Mason and a member of the Cincinnati Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR). 

Services were held by the family privately. Burial was at Hopewell Cemetery in 
Montgomery, OH. Memorials suggested to Church of the Saviour Church 8005 
Pfeiffer Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45242. 

Online condolences at:  www.strawserfuneralhome.com  
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Flag Certificates were presented to the Royal Crest Agency and the Downtown Tipp 
City Partnership on November 17th for their restoration of a historical flagpole and 

flying the American flag. 

Richard Montgomery Chapter  

 December 1st was the chapter’s 
“Annual Meeting” with a year-in-
review, a 2022 budget approved, 
election of 2022 officers, and an 
awards ceremony.  

 December 4th: Holiday Celebra-
tion with three Dayton-area DAR 
chapters. 

 December 18th: Wreaths Across 
America 

 At the October 6th meeting: 
three new members were in-
ducted into the chapter.  Guests 
in attendance included Troy Bai-
ley and Steve Hinson.  The enter-
taining program was Dr. Gene 
Lease on the Beginnings of Base-
ball. 

 Several members attended the 
Jonathan Dayton DAR 125th An-
niversary on October 23rd and 
enjoyed the dinner, speeches, 
and dancing.   

 At November 3rd meeting: 1 new 
member inducted.  Program was 
Bob Hill OHSSAR Color Guard 
Commander. 

 Four members of the Color 
Guard took part in the Veterans 
Day Celebration in Miamisburg 
on November 11th.  

 The Color Guard was also pre-
sent at the Ribbon Cutting for the 
Historical Society on November 
13th. 

Holiday Party 

Not too much going on at GRC this 
Fall. 

We re-elected our current slate of 
officers for the new year. 

The Chapter gathered for a meeting 
in November for Veterans day.  Our 
speaker was Bill Albers of the 
Champaign County WWII Aviation 
Museum.  He spoke about their lat-
est project, "The Champaign Lady" 
a B-17G Flying Fortress that they 
are restoring to flying condition. 

George Rodgers 

Clark Chapter  

Highlanders Chapter  

HIGHLANDERS are AWOL This Month... 

We’re Sending out a Search Party to 

see what happened to them! 
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O n December 18, 2021 at Noon The Cincinnati 
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution’s 

Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard (NCMCG) posted 
the Colors to half staff and formed in Mourn Position 
during the bugle Call for Colors by Craig Flick. We 
were joined by: Members of the Sons of Union Veter-
ans of the Civil War and it’s Auxiliary; three Chapters 
of the DAR (Clough Valley, Cincinnati and Marie-
mont); St. Antoninus Cub Scout Pack 614; and others 
totaling more than 120 people. Each of the 694 
wreaths were lain at the gravestone of a Veteran with 
a brief Ceremony mentioning their name from the 
marker by the attending Volunteers. Wreaths were 
also placed for each of the US Services: Army, Ma-
rines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Merchant Marine, 
POW/MIA & Space Force.  

After the wreaths were placed the NCMCG Returned 

the Colors to full Staff under a bugle Assembly direc-
tion. A Benediction by the CCSAR Chaplain Rev. Ed 
Bonniwell and Taps by Craig Flick.  

Then, CCSAR moved to the Revolutionary War Memo-
rial in Spring Grove Cemetery and placed 2 wreaths 
for the 60 Patriots honored on the Plaques there in a 
separate ceremony attended by President Gregg Ball-
man, Bob Bowers, Clay Crandall, Tim Madden & Mike 
Gunn. 

At the Hamilton, OH Greenwood WAA ceremony.  
Small event due to the weather.  Mike Blum, Dan 
Schmitz and Gary Duffield were the SAR participants   
who also placed a wreath on Patriot John Riely’s 
gravesite with the John Riely DAR chapter. At the 
Woodside Cemetery in Middletown, OH CCSAR mem-
ber Jack Bredenfoerder with the U.S. Airforce Auxilia-
ry.  

Wreaths Across America at Spring Grove, Cincinnati 

& Greenwood, Hamilton & Woodland Middletown, 

Ohio Cemeteries 
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Incoming Chapter President 
George Stewart & First Lady 

Pamela 

Outgoing Chapter President 
Greg Ballman & First Lady 

Kathleen 

The 2022 Cincinnati Chapter Leadership Team 
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Certificates 

of 

Appreciation 

Lee Wilkerson 
Jack Bredenfoerder 

Michael Gunn 
Don McGraw 

Jim Schaffer 
Jessi Andrews Michelle 

Stewart 
Carole Gunn 

Will Freeman 
Doug Blake 

Franz Ott 
Zach Haines 

Silver Color Guard 

Medal 
George Stewart 

Martha Washington 

Medal 

Shirley Bowers 
Kathleen Ballman 

Service to 

Veterans Medal 

Gary Duffield 
Jim Crane 

Bronze Good 

Citizenship 

Medal 

Gerry Knight (Bronze OLC) 
Clay Crandall 
Bradly Jarard 

Rodger 

Sherman 

Medal 

Tim Madden 
Bruce Bennett 

Jim Crane 
Kenny Burck 

Larry Collins 
George Stewart 

Ed Bonniwell 
Dan Schmitz (OLC) 

Scott Freeman (OLC) 

Mike Gunn (OLC) 
Bradley Jarard (OLC) 

Gary Duffield (2nd OLC) 
Gordon Stokely (2nd 

OLC) 
Clay Crandall (2nd OLC) 

250th 

Anniversary 

Bronze Medal 

Jack Bredenfoerder 
Zac Haines 

Mark Holland 
Jim Houston 

Gerry Knight 
Chuck Rogers 

Gordon Stokely 

250th 

Anniversary 

Silver Medal 

Mike Blum 
Ed Bonniwell 
Clay Crandall 
Gary Duffield 

George Stewart 
Lee Wilkerson 

Gordon Stokely 

250th 

Anniversary 

Gold Medal 

Bob Bowers 
Mike Gunn 
Brad Jarard 

Grave 

Marking 

Medal 

Clay Crandall 
Chuck Rogers Dan Schmitz 

Michael Blum 

Emmie Blum 
Gordon Stokely (2 bronze OLC) 

Lee Wilkerson (1 gold OLC) 

Fire Safety 

Medal 
Casey Ballman 

Chapter 

Meritorious Service 

Medal 

James Houston 
Gerry Knight 

Silver Good 

Citizenship Medal 
Don McGraw 

Certificate of 

Distinguished Service 

Jeff Hartman 
George Stewart 
Bradley Jarard 
Clay Crandall 

Larry Collins 
Gordon Stokely 
Garry Duffield 
Lee Wilkerson 

Mike Gunn 

Don McGraw 
Jack Bredenfoerder 

Jessi Andrews 
Ed Bonniwell 

Chapter Distinguished 

Service Medal 
Bob Bowers 
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Grave Marking Ceremony Event – Blue Ash 

Historical Society Program 

At 1:00 PM on Saturday, November 6, 2021, at the corner of 
Cooper & Plainfield Roads in the Carpenters Run Cemetery 
the Blue Ash Historical Society welcomed about 80 visitors 
to an event. 

After signing into the log visitors were directed to the West 

side of Plainfield Road where the Nolan Carson Memorial 
Color Guard of the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution was in formation. Their Commander 
Bradley John Jarard welcomed the interested group of about 
70 to the 18th Century during the time of our Revolutionary 
War. This visit included a General overview of the War, the 
who, where, beginning and end of the War. More about the 
uniforms; Continental vs Militia; machine vs hand sewn; 
lack of standardization etc. 

After a demonstrated two line Musket firing of blanks by the 
Color Guardsmen: Sgt. Michael Gunn, Lee Wilkerson, Jack 
Bredenfoerder, Ed Bonniwell, Cpl. Bob Bowers, Bob Hill, 
OHSSAR Color guard Commander and Al Gummere with 

Dr. Michael B. Gunn 
Committee Chairman & 

Cincinnati Chapter 
President 2015/2016 

Musket Volley Salute by the Cincinnati SAR Nolan 
Carson Memorial Color Guard 

 Group Photo Opportunity at the Blue Ash Grave Marking Ceremony  

Hocking Valley OH Chapter. Also present in formation were 
Ensign Mike Blum with Flag; Gary Duffield, Highlanders 
Chapter; Al Manning-Clifty Falls Chapter, Indiana; Elwin 
Spray, Montgomery Chapter OH SAR & Bart Hendershot, 
Drummer. 

We then approached the audience to perform how the flint 
lock weapons work, both Muskets and Rifles. They were 
able to examine the finest weapons of the 18th century by 
those of us dressed as they did at that time. 

Everyone walk to the display of 14 flags (50 star US, Betsey 
Ross, eight Regimental flags used by these Patriots to locate 
their troops back 250 years ago), Germany Society, Hocking 
Valley Chapter and the SAR 250 anniversary colors. 

At about 2:15 PM Emcee Larry Collins, Cincinnati SAR called 
for the Color Guard to post the Colors. Bruce Bennett led us 
in a pledge to our flag, Emcee led the Pledge to the SAR [“We 
the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution 
who, by their sacrifices, established the United States of 
America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and 
our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves 
to defend them against every foe.”]. Next, an Invocation by: 
OHSSAR Chaplain Dr. Reverend R. E. Bonniwell. 

An Introduction and Welcome of Guests: Larry Collins wel-
comed the Officers of the Blue Ash Historical Society who 
had brief remarks. Emcee Collins then identified Descend-
ants of Francis Nicholas one of the 4 Patriots we honored 
there, James Bingham & Betsey Zajac, a father and daughter 
who just recently learned of their ancestor Francis Nichols. 

The highlight of this part of the ceremony followed with Jim 
Houston revealing the SAR Grey Granite Marker, which was 
laid at each Patriots gravesite. Michael Gunn than gave the 

https://cincinnatisar.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/picture1-1.jpg
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Descendants of Patriot Francis Nichols, 
Betsey Zajac & James Bingham Honor 

their Relative 

dedication: “We, the members of the Cincinnati Chapter of 
the Sons of the American Revolution reveal and dedicate 
this marked Memorial to the glory of God and in the recog-
nition of the memory of these honorable Patriots of the 
American Revolution.” 

Emcee Collins then read the names of our honorees, fol-
lowed by a ring of a bell: 

JOHN EMANS, (1755 – 1821) served with New Jersey as a 
Private in the Revolutionary War. 

NICHOLAS JOHNSTON, (1754-1821) a British soldier who 
deserted to serve as a Private with New York in the Revolu-
tionary War. 

FRANCIS NICHOLS, (1765-1808) served in the Continental 
army. 

PRICE THOMPSON (1755-1842) served with New Jersey in 
more than five major battles in the Revolutionary War. 

Ten wreaths were laid at the foot of the marker by the fol-
lowing Compatriots to further honor these Patriots and all 
the Veterans who have courageously served to continue our 
Freedom and Liberty: Compatriots led by Bob Bowers – Cin-
cinnati Chapter, OH, Jack Bredenfoerder – Ohio Society SAR, 
Turner Lee Wilkerson – TN Society, Gary Duffield – High-
landers Chapter, Alan Manning – Clifty Creek Chapter, IN, 
Gordon Stokely – Germany Society, Bruce Bennett – State 
Society of the Cincinnati of Pennsylvania, Al Gummere – 
Hocking Valley Chapter, Janet Gummere & Elizabeth Scher-
man – DAR Chapter, and Kimmie Blum – Fort Hamilton CAR 
Chapter 

Emcee Collins led us in a recessional: “Until we meet again, 
let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who 
gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent 
Supreme Court, and a Nation of Free Men.” Followed by a 
Benediction by: OHSSAR Chaplain Dr. Reverend R. E. Bonni-
well. 

The Color Guard fired a Musket Salute, them assumed the 
Mourn position as Gordon Stokely played TAPS.  

Emcee Larry Collins then dismissed all. 

Musket Volley Salute by the Cincinnati SAR Nolan Carson 
Memorial Color Guard Gordon Stokely leads Taps Being 
Played to Honor Patriots 



15 of 17 

 

I f you’ve read the Allen Eckert books, or studied the expansion of the American fron-
tier in the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, then you’ve read about Fort Washington locat-

ed in the city of Losantiville on the Ohio River. That was an important location and be-
cause of that, it’s completely gone, with a large city built over it: Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
large well-constructed log fort was built beginning in 1789. Cincinnati was still a blip on 
the map, and Fort Washington still standing, in 1800. Here’s what it looked like. 

Fort Washington was a fortified stockade with blockhouses built by order of Gen. Josiah 
Harmar starting in summer 1789 in what is now downtown Cincinnati, Ohio near the 
Ohio River. The physical location of the fort was facing the mouth of the Licking River, 
above present day Fort Washington Way. The fort was named in honor of President 
George Washington. The Fort was the major staging place and conduit for settlers, troops 

and supplies during the conquest and settlement of the Northwest Territory. 

By 1802, Fort Washington had fallen 
into disuse and disrepair, and was 
manned by only half a company (about 
35 men). In 1803 it was replaced by the 
larger Newport Barracks established to 
house the Kentucky Militia. It was 
opened just across the Ohio River in 
Newport, Kentucky. James Taylor Jr., an 
influential resident of Newport, Ken-
tucky, had lobbied his cousin James 
Madison to place the post in Newport. 
On February 28, 1806, Congress di-
rected the Secretary of the Treasury to 
cause the site of the abandoned fort to 
be surveyed and laid off into lots, 
streets and avenues conforming to the plan of the city, and to sell the lots to the highest bidders at a sale at the 
Cincinnati Land Office. The survey, certified July 8, 1807, shows the fort’s boundaries to be Fourth Street to the 
north, Ludlow Street to the east, the Ohio River to the south, and Broadway to the west. 

In October 1952, excavators discovered the remnants of Fort Washington’s gunpowder magazine under the 
northeast corner of Broadway and Third streets, at the site at which Western & Southern Life Insurance Compa-
ny’s parking garage was to be constructed. Researchers with the Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio first 
visited the site on October 13, 1952. The location is marked by a plaque at the Guilford School building, at 421 E 
4th St, Cincinnati, which now occupies the site.  

Surprisingly, none of the maps of Cincinnati made during that period included the fort. Identification of what was 
long thought to be the fort’s site came from Dr. Daniel Drake, who testified in 1829 where he remembered the fort 
was. His description was used by Robert Ralston Jones in his 1902 history, “Fort Washington,” which determined 
the fort’s location at Third and Ludlow Streets. A stone monument was placed in the middle of Third Street in 
1901. After the powder magazine was discovered, Marked by a Memorial Plaque, archaeologist Baby published an 
article refuting Drake’s recollections, using the location of the magazine compared with plans of the fort from 
1789 and 1792 that Drake didn’t have. Baby concluded the fort had to be above Third Street, which is at the edge 
of a natural broad plateau, noting that it would have been a military disadvantage for the fort to be on a lower ele-

Dr. Michael B. Gunn 
Committee Chairman & 

Cincinnati Chapter 
President 2015/2016 

Fort Washington 1789  

& 

Washington Park 

Artist depiction of Fort Washington 
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vation than the plateau. He 
also believed the fort was 
oriented differently, rotat-
ed clockwise and extended 
east across Ludlow Street. 
A few months later, King 
published his own findings, 
indicating some errors in 
Baby’s coordinates. While 
King agreed that the fort 
was never as south as 
Third Street, he believed 
the fort was angled to the 
west, which would not 
have interfered with the 
plats identified on Cincin-
nati maps from 1790 and 
1807. 

Not specifically associated 
with the Fort was a Presby-
terian Cemetery adjacent 
to the church just one city 
block to the West on 4th 
Street. The cemetery was established in 1790 and was the first cemetery in Cincinnati. According to the 1881 book 
“History of Cincinnati Ohio with Illustrations” complied by Henry A Ford et al., chapter XL “Cemeteries”, page 376, 
“The first and only public burying-ground in Cincinnati for many years was that upon the square bounded by 
Fourth and Fifth, Walnut and Main streets, given to 
the people by the original proprietors, in part for 
that purpose.  

Some of those buried there were John Cutter (1737
-1793); William Harris (1746-1797); Jacob Reder 
(1760-1822); William Skivington (1754-1810); and 
Ballard Smith (?-1794).  Many arrived here in 
Losantiville in the late 1780’s and served in the Mil-
itary with General St. Clair. It is believed most were 
reinterred in the Presbyterian Cemetery at 12th 
Street which is now Washington Park. However, 
although their names are among the 200 Patriots 
listed on the very large bronze Memorial Plaque in 
Memorial Hall across Elm Street from the Park no 
records have been found designating and addition-
al reinterment. Cincinnati SAR has placed their 
names “In Memoriam” in Wesleyan and Spring 
Grove Cemeteries, their remains most likely still 
under the ground at Washington Park. Efforts are 
underway to Honor the 60 other Patriots whose 
names are listed only on the Memorial Hall Plaque, 
hoping a subtle marker may be allowed to connect 
that process to the Park. 

Spring Grove Cemetery Monument to Revolutionary War Patriot 

Gravesites 

Monuments locating the site of Fort Washington & the Powder Magazine 
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T here were three events in October and one in November 
that qualified for 250th Anniversary medals.  Seventeen 

CCSAR Compatriots earned points towards 250th Anniversary 
Medals for those events while two CAR members and four family 

members of CCSAR Compatriots also earned points. 

No 250th Anniversary events are on the calendar for December. 

The question I am asked most regarding the SAR 250th Anniversary medals is “What 
qualifies for a 250th Anniversary Event?”  To answer that question I visited the NSSAR 
web site and searched.  Finding nothing definitive, I emailed the committee chair.  This 
was his reply.  “Any SAR event can qualify as a qualifying had the 250th flag displayed, 
and had a presentation on a subject relevant to the American Revolution that lasts up-
wards of 10 minutes. 

Other things such as the purchasing, planting and dedicating a Liberty Tree, publication 
of articles in newspapers and blogs on Revolutionary War topics, building a RW themed 
float for a parade are a few examples of qualifying events 

The SAR 250th medals should be something more 
than simple “participation” awards. Most of the events qualifying for consid-
eration have had the 250th logo on all promotional literature, event as long 
as the 250th Anniversary is promoted and celebrated. The purpose of the 
program is to raise the public’s awareness of the 250th Anniversary. This 
medal was not intended to be difficult to qualify for.” 

Robert E.R. Bowers 
Chairman 

Youth & Adult Education 
Committee 

250th Anniversary Committee 

O n October 1st Ed, Jack and Bob made presentations 
to approximately 240 3rd grade students at Go-

shen Elementary School.  Then on October 7th Ed, Jack, 
Dan, Gregg and Bob made presentations to approxi-
mately 40 children of all elementary grades of Home 
Schooled children. 

On November 12th the Ed, Jack, Dan and Bob visited 
Miami Valley Christian Academy.  We made presenta-
tions to two classes, totaling 225 youngsters. 

The presentation to the San Antonio Chapter SAR via 
Zoom scheduled for 17 November was postponed indef-
initely by the San Antonio Chapter.  They had intended 
to have an in-person meeting with our speaker, Ed, con-
necting via Zoom for a talk on Yorktown.  Covid con-

cerns caused SACSAR to cancel the in-person meeting.   

The presentation scheduled for November 22nd at the 
Westwood Women’s Club was cancelled.  Our speaker 
was stricken ill at the last minute and the chairman did 
not have a backup speaker planned for the event.  An 
appeal to the team on the morning of the event was un-
successful.  WWC has since asked for a speaker for their 
28 Nov 2022 club meeting. 

One event is scheduled for 7 December at Taylor Middle 
School in Cleves.  This will close out the calendar year.  
However, the program year runs through April 2022.  At 
this time only one event is scheduled beyond January 
and it is not at all firm. 
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T he Color Guard and Historical Unit participated in some exciting events in October, November 
and early December. 

We provided a historical presentation and musket salute for the Joint Simon Kenton/CCSAR Grave 
Marking event held Nov 6 in Florence KY.  This was an exciting joint event that hopefully will lead to 
more cooperative events between the two chapters in the future. 

Shortly after, the unit conducted a presentation and ceremony at the Carpenter’s Run cemetery hon-
oring four Revolutionary War Veterans.  Through December, we were present to honor a lost Korean 
War Veteran’s homecoming and funeral after 70 years.   

Our November events concluded with the 
annual Veteran’s Day luncheon held in 
Middletown OH.  The unit provided a 
color guard for the Joint SAR/DAR 
event. 

On December 5th the unit participated in 
the annual Flag Retirement/Pearl Har-
bor ceremony.  Members conducted a 
mourn arms and then participated in the short parade to the 
barge.  The barge then goes out on the Ohio River where duel taps are 
played. 

Now we enter the slow period of the year. Look for announcements 
on initiatives to increase the unit’s ranks!  Come join us. 

Bradley John Jarard 

Color Guard Commander 

Nolan Carson Memorial Color 

Guard 

October 6th—Blue Ash Historical Society Program 

November 9th Veteran’s Day 2021 October 2nd—Revolutionary War Period Histo-

ry Demonstration at Dudley Woods Park in Lib-

erty Township 

October 30th—Central District  

Meetings in Erlanger, KY 

https://cincinnatisar.org/2021/10/10/cincinnati-sar-presents-revolutionary-war-period-history-demonstration-atdudley-woods-park-in-liberty-township/
https://cincinnatisar.org/2021/10/10/cincinnati-sar-presents-revolutionary-war-period-history-demonstration-atdudley-woods-park-in-liberty-township/
https://cincinnatisar.org/2021/10/10/cincinnati-sar-presents-revolutionary-war-period-history-demonstration-atdudley-woods-park-in-liberty-township/
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A t 11:00 AM on November 13, 2021 there was a gathering of around 100 in the 
Windamere Event Venue and Art Gallery on Main Street in Middletown, OH. 

The occasion was to attend the John Reily Chapter Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR) “Call to Honor – Memorial Celebration” and 100th Anniversary of the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

To support this Veterans Day Ceremony, the Cincinnati Chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution (SAR) responded with a number of members, many in period 
uniforms. 

The Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard of the Cincinnati SAR posted Colors as well as 
lining the walls of the room with 50 historic flags from the Howard Miller Collection. 
These flags represent milestone events in the timeline and evolution of history of the 
United States of America. 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Dr. Ed Bonniwell, the Ohio Society SAR Chaplain, led an 
Invocation. This was followed by everyone  singing “America the Beautiful” – as was 
done 100 years ago at Arlington Cemetery at the unveiling of the Tomb of the Unknown Solder.  

The Keynote Speaker was Congressman Warren Davidson, 8th Congressional District of Ohio. A former Army 
Ranger with an impressive military history and a Former Old Guard for the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. He 
spoke eloquently and from his heart about his own experiences and of our military veterans service to these 
United States of America. The congressman was presented the Silver Good Citizenship Medal by the Ohio Sons of 
the American Revolution (OHSSAR). 

Turner Lee Wilkerson, past President OHSSAR then presented our Tribute to the POW/MIA table set up at the 
rear of the hall. This tribute is to recognize soldiers who are missing and have not returned. “We have not forgot-
ten them.” 

Mr. Wilkerson then presented: SAR Veterans Medals to John Cocanougher & Dr. Chris McDowell. 

A very special proclamation award was presented to a true American Hero, Centenarian, Major Edward Arthur 
Burke, who served with distinction in WWII. Major Burke was highly decorated by the US and by a number of 
European countries. This was a very special moment. 

Major Edward Burke accepts a Proclamation from Cincinnati SAR 

This was followed by the DAR Presentations of Appreciation, then a delicious luncheon was served. 

After lunch everyone stood for the playing of Taps by Cincinnati SAR – Gordon Stokely and a rousing rendition of 
Amazing Grace on the bagpipes by Gerry Kelly Fritsch. 

On the “Tomb of the Unknown Soldier” in Arlington Cemetery, there is an inscription engraved in the stone rec-
ognizing the unknown lying within with the simple saying “Here Rests In Honored Glory An American Soldier 
Known But To God”. 

Inscription on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington Virginia Patriots and Heroes not with us today 

The Cincinnati SAR attendees in Revolutionary War Uniforms who Posted, retired Colors, and mourned during 
Taps in reverence to our fallen Veterans. Were Brad Jarard – Commander, Michael Gunn, Jack Bredenfoerder, 
Clay Crandall, Ed Bonniwell, Michael Blum, Gerry Knight, George Stewart, and Gary Duffield 

Other Cincinnati SAR attendees included Lee Wilkerson, Larry Collins, Bob Bowers, Gordon Stokely, Bruce Ben-
nett, Jim Crane, Tim Madden and John Cocanougher. 

 

James Timothy Crane 
Chairman 

Veteran’s Committee 
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In the morning at 10 AM on De-
cember 5, 2021 5 members of 
the Cincinnati Chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolu-
tion (CCSAR) joined the Cham-
bers Hautman Budde American 
Legion Post 534 at their lodge 
on 4818 River Road for our an-
nual Flag Retirement Ceremo-
ny.  

American Legion Color Guard 
members joined the legion’s 
Safety team at the burn pit site, 
along with the CCSAR Nolan 
Carson Memorial Color Guard 
and its 5 member Musket Unit. 
The Post 534 Commander con-
firmed readiness of the Flag 
Retirement Burn Team and re-
quested the verbal assurance 
that each of the flags to be re-
tired met their service requirements. A Prayer followed with homage to all those who’ve flown these ban-
ners and hope for the replacements to be properly honored. CCSAR Flag Committee Chair Michael Gunn 
presented a SAR Flag Retirement Certificate to Post # 534 Commander Mike Bender. 

After all units were brought to Attention and “Present Arms” declared, the musket unit fired their flint-
locks to set off the actual incineration. A proper and honorable end for our National Colors!  

Jesse Andrews with his niece Rob-

bin and friend retiring a flag during 

the ceremony. 

Jesse Andrews is a former Cincin-

nati Chapter President in 1984 & 

1995 and Ohio Society President in 

1993. 
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A t noon on December 5, 2021, 
the Cincinnati Chapter of the 

Sons of the American Revolution 
(CCSAR) joined members of the 
Chambers Hartman Budde Ameri-
can Legion Post 534, the Hamilton 
County Sheriffs Pipes & Drums 
and several other Veterans 
groups for the 65th Ceremony to 
remember the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and honor the 2,403 citi-
zens of the United States who 
were killed in the Japanese sur-
prise attack on Pearl Harbor, Ha-
waii on December 7, 1941. The 
Day that President Roosevelt said 
on national radio would “live in 
Infamy.”  

The parade from River Road is short in length, but very long on spirit. Supported by the drums 
and bagpipers playing the themes of United States military units and solemn ceremony to the 
awaiting barge provided by the Anderson Ferry. Once the vessel is loaded it is powered out on 
to the Ohio River where a bugler on the barge mirrors a bugler on the shore with a spine-
tingling rendition of Taps. Following was a proper military prayer and presentation led by the 
American Legion Post 534 and a rifle salute.   

The ceremony was closed when bio-friendly memorial wreaths were placed on the water ac-
companied by two Coast Guard buglers playing echo Taps, mimicking the ritual one would see 
on December 7th at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Silence followed, marked only by the straining en-
gine of the tugboat 
slowly returning the 
70 plus attendees 
back to shore. The 
ceremony was a rev-
erent and fitting re-
membrance for those 
who fought suffered 
and even died, so we 
would remain free.  

 

God bless America!  

Pearl Harbor Memorial 

at  

Anderson Ferry, Cincinnati, OH 

       Staging the Parade—before stepping off in cadence! 
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PRESS RELEASE | Nov. 8, 2021 
Soldier Accounted For From Korean War (Foreman, Kenneth.) 

WASHINGTON 

7th Infantry Division 32nd Infantry Regiment 

Cpl. Kenneth R. Foreman  

Missing in Action — Dec. 2, 1950 — Chosin Reservoir, North Korea  

Company A, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment 

7th Infantry Division 

T he Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
announced today that Army Cpl. Kenneth R. Fore-

man, 19, of Mount Orab, Ohio, killed during the Kore-
an War, was accounted for June 7, 2021. 

In late 1950, Foreman was a member of Company A, 
1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry 
Division. He was reported missing in action on Dec. 2, 
1950, after his unit was attacked by enemy forces as 
they attempted to withdraw near the Chosin Reser-
voir, North Korea. Following the battle, his remains 
could not be recovered. 

On July 27, 2018, following the summit between Pres-
ident Donald Trump and North Korean Supreme 
Leader Kim Jong-un in June 2018, North Korea turned 
over 55 boxes, purported to contain the remains of 
American service members killed during the Korean 
War. The remains arrived at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-

Hickam, Hawaii on Aug. 1, 2018, and were subse-
quently accessioned into the DPAA laboratory for 
identification. 

To identify Foreman’s remains, scientists from DPAA 
used anthropological analysis, as well as circumstan-
tial evidence. Additionally, scientists from the Armed 
Forces Medical Examiner System used mitochondrial 
DNA (mtDNA), and autosomal DNA (auSTR) analysis. 

Foreman’s name is recorded on the Courts of the 
Missing at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pa-
cific in Honolulu, along with the others who are still 
missing from the Korean War. A rosette will be placed 
next to his name to indicate he has been accounted 
for. 

Foreman was  buried Dec. 2, 2021, in his hometown 
of Mt Orab, Ohio. 
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B y December 1950, just six months after the north 
Korean Invasion of the south, the US Army had suc-
cessfully… 

 Defended the Pusan Perimeter 

 Outflanked the North Korean Army with a brilliant 
amphibious landing at Incheon 

 Retaken the Capital City of Seoul 

 Pushed the North Korean Army northward across 
the 38th Parallel 

 Captured the North Korean Capital City of Pyong-
yang 

 Deployed the 8th US Army with nine (9) Infantry Di-
visions 

 Succeeded in pushing the enemy to the northern bor-
der of Korea with China along the Yalu River 

On October 19, 1950 the Communist Chinese Forces 
crossed the Yalu River attacking the US Army in support 
of North Korea.  In the battles that followed this invasion 
by China, significant conflicts occurred around the Chosin 
Reservoir held by the  1st US Marine Division and the 7th 
US Infantry Division. 

One of the thousands of young Americans involved in this 
conflict was Corporal Kenneth Foreman, assigned to Company A, 1st Battalion led by LTC Faith.  The unit was recognized as 
Task Force Faith. 

As vicious attacks  by the Chinese hammered US forces on the east and west sides of the Reservoir, it became apparent that 
the planned US Offensive against the Communist in this sector would never get underway.  The command was finally given to 
withdraw all forces from the Area of Operations around the reservoir.  As the Marines and Army were attempting to with 
draw under heavy fire from the Chinese, American losses continued to mount.  It was during this withdrawal that Corporal 
Foremen’s unit, located on A Company’s defensive perimeter, came under its most serious attacks and was likely lost. 

As Task Force Faith began to fall back from its many scattered positions, attempting to withdraw in a rag-tag convoy of still 
serviceable vehicles, losses continued to mount. 

*   As the Chinese fire intensified with heavy machine guns and grenades, the remaining able soldiers abandoned their trucks and 
fled to Hagaru-ri over the ice. Colonel Faith, later awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously, remained behind with his men to 
die in the cold.  All during the night of 1–2 December, shattered remnants of Task Force Faith trickled into the Marine positions 
at Hagaru-ri. A few were rescued by Marine jeeps racing out over the ice to pick up dazed, frost-bitten survivors. Some 319 Amer-
icans were rescued in this manner by individual marines. Many of the worst wounded were airlifted to safety. Of the 2,500 men of 
Task Force Faith, 1,000 were killed, wounded, captured, or left to die of wounds. After the air evacuation, about 500 7th Infantry 
Division soldiers were left to accompany the 1st Marine Division as it began its withdrawal from Hagaru-ri to the port of Hung-
nam, fifty miles southeast, and evacuation by sea. 

The men of Task Force Faith did not die in vain. They had virtually destroyed an entire Chinese division and prevented any possi-
ble attack south by the Chinese for four critical days. If they had not been able to hold out as long as they had, the 80th Division 
might have hit the 1st Marine Division perimeter at Hagaru-ri in force before the 5th and 7th Marines could have withdrawn. 
Those units might then have faced dug-in Chinese roadblocks in their rear instead of a safe perimeter and a reasonably open 
road to the south. The entire fate of X Corps may well have been different, if not for the bravery and stubborn defense of the area 
east of the Chosin Reservoir by the men of Task Force Faith. 

*     Text excerpted from CMH_Pub_19-8; United States Army Center for Military History;   

       https://history.army.mil/html/books/019/19-8/CMH_Pub_19-8.pdf 

The Withdrawal from the Chosin Reservoir 
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Kenneth was serving in the US 
Army during the Korean War as 
a member of Company A, 1st 
Battalion, 32 Infantry Regiment, 
7th Infantry Division. He was 
reported missing in action and 
ultimately declared dead on 
December 2, 1950.  He was in 
North Korea the Battle of 
Chosin Reservoir when his Bat-
talion was attacked by enemy 
forces.  His remains were iden-
tified on June 7, 2021.   

Corporal Foreman was awarded the Purple Heart, the 
Combat Infantryman's Badge, the Korean Service Medal, 
the United Nations Service Medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Korean Presidential Unit Citation and 
the Republic of Korea War Service Medal. 

Kenneth was born on March 29, 1931 to the late James 
Howard and Thelma Pearl Foreman in Brown County, 
Ohio.  He is survived by his nieces and nephews Danny 
L. (Monica) Bolender of Sardinia, Ohio, Terry Bolender 
of Mt. Orab, Ohio, Jamie Garrison of Dayton, Ohio, Sher-
ry Garrison of Dayton, Ohio, and Michael Garrison on 
Dayton, Ohio; along with numerous great nieces and 
nephews. Kenneth had two sisters who are also both 
deceased JoAnne Bolender and Lennie Garrison. 

Funeral Services were held on Thursday, December 2, 
2021 at 12:00 pm at the Crosspoint Wesleyan Church 
located on 300 West Main Street, Mt. Orab, Ohio 45154, 

and Burial of his remains followed at Mt. Orab Ceme-
tery.  Chaplin David Long officiating. 

The Ohio Sons of the American Revolution Color Guard 
were present to honor the fallen soldier as he was laid 
to rest in his home town. 

The following compatriots participated in the final trib-
ute to this honorable soldier who died in combat de-
fending these United States of America. Standing a At 
Attention, Presenting Arms and in Mourn Position as 
the bugler Played Taps for this Veteran’s burial at home 
in Brown County, OH . 

William Robert (Bob) Hill, Ohio Society Color Guard Command-

er   

Michael Gunn, Cincinnati Chapter & Ohio Society Color Guard 

Adjutant 

Jack Bredenfoerder, Ohio Society Vice President 

Ed Bonniwell, Ohio Society Chaplain 

Doug Pettit, Ohio Society Veterans Committee Chairman & Mari-

etta Chapter President 

Gary Duffield, Highlanders Chapter President 

Lee Wilkerson, Ohio Society & Cincinnati Chapter Past Presi-

dent 

Jim Crane, Cincinnati Chapter Veterans Committee Chairman 

Bob Bowers, Ohio Society & Cincinnati Chapter 250th Anniver-

sary Committee Chairman 

Patrick Wesolosky, Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter President, 

Kentucky Society 

Steve Gahafer, Kentucky Society & Governor Isaac Shelby 

Dr. Michael B. Gunn 
Committee Chairman & 

Cincinnati Chapter 
President 2015/2016 
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On September 5, 1986, Pan Am Flight 73 was hijacked at Karachi airport, Pakistan. The 
aircraft, with 360 passengers on board, had just arrived from Bombay.  

Forty-three passengers were injured or killed during the hijacking, including nationals 
from India, Mexico, Pakistan, and the United States. Neerja Bhanot, head attendant on the 
flight, posthumously received India's highest peacetime award for bravery, the Ashok 
Chakra Award, for her efforts to save passengers' lives. 

Bhanot was able to alert the cockpit crew as soon as the hijackers boarded the plane, and 
as the plane was on the tarmac, the three-member cockpit crew of pilot, co-pilot and the 

flight engineer fled from the aircraft through an overhead hatch in the cockpit.  

The terrorists then instructed Bhanot to collect the passports of all the passengers so 
that they could identify the other Americans on board. She and the other attendants un-
der her charge, hid the passports of the remaining 43 Americans on board, some under a 
seat and the rest down a rubbish chute so that the hijackers could not differentiate be-

tween American and non-American passengers. 

After 17 hours, the hijackers opened fire and set off explo-
sives. Bhanot opened one of the airplane doors, and even 
though she could have been the first one to jump out and 
flee from the aircraft, she did not do so and instead started 
helping the other passengers escape. According to a sur-
viving passenger, "She was guiding the passengers to the 
emergency exit. That is when the terrorists were firing 
constantly fearing a commando attack. They saw Neerja 
relentlessly trying to help three unaccompanied children, 
among others, out, and that is when they caught her by her 
ponytail and shot her point blank. Out of a total of 44 
American passengers, two were killed during the hijack-
ing. She was recognized internationally as "the heroine of the hijacking" and became the youngest recipient of the 
Ashok Chakra Award, India's most prestigious gallantry award for bravery during peacetime. 

In addition to saving the lives of many hostages, Bhanot had also helped prevent the plane from getting off the 
ground.1 

Among the survivors was a resident of Symmes twp, Cincinnati, Ohio. Dr. Shekar Mitra. He described how Bhanot 
saved him even as she was covered with blood from her abdominal wound. 

“I was going to jump out, but she (Neerja) said it was a wing exit and it would be too long a fall for me,” Asian Ameri-
can Sekhar Mitra told the Cincinnati Enquirer four days later. “She directed me to the rear exit, and I got out”. 

Dr. Mitra returned home to Symmes twp, to celebratory a tickertape parade and welcoming tears of joy. Bhanot re-
turned home to Bombay in a wooden coffin, two days before her 23rd birthday.2 

The Cincinnati Chapter SAR Thanksgiving Day Observance was held on November 21, 1986, with nearly 75 members 
and guests on hand. The guest speaker was Dr. Shekar Mitra, a native of India. He accepted the SAR Heroism Medal 
on behalf of Ms. Neerja Bhanot the stewardess who saved his life but was killed. He was a research scientist with 
Procter and Gamble in Cincinnati. Making the presentation was Compatriot Daryl Douglass. 3 

Sources: 1wikipedia.com;   2asiatimes.com;   3Cincinnati Chapter SAR History Book 

Pan Am Flight 73 Hijacking and 

The SAR Heroism Medal 

Bruce I. Bennett 
Cincinnati Chapter 

Historian 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashok_Chakra_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashok_Chakra_Award
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On November 12, 2021 at 10 AM Cincinnati SAR Compatriots Gerald 
Knight and Michael Gunn welcomed one-hundred new citizens from 
thirty-eight countries at a Naturalization Ceremony held at the Mount 
St. Joseph University, 5701 Delhi Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45233. 

Presiding Magistrate Judge Karen L. Litkovitz proclaimed the 100 
new citizens after Emily Hiltz administered the oath at a ceremony.  
Congressman Steve Chabot addressed those naturalized and thanked 
them for coming into this Country by the applying for legal Citizen-
ship in Ohio. 

Cincinnati SAR Compatriots Michael Gunn and Gerald Knight took 
time to personally welcome these new US citizens. More than 100 new 
Citizens were welcomed. 

New Citizens from 38 Countries were present 

Congressman Steve 
Chabot welcomes new 

US Citizens 

Naturalization Ceremony — Mount St. Joseph 

12 November 2021 

Emily Hiltz Leading the 
Oath of Allegiance to new 

US Citizens 

Naturalization Ceremony — Cincinnati Masonic Lodge  

21 December 2021 

Compatriot Jack Bredenfoerder welcomed 80 new citizens today at a ceremony conducted at the Cincinnati Mason-
ic Lodge on 5th Street. The Honorable Matthew W. McFarland officiated.  

https://cincinnatisar.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/naturalization-3-steve-chabot-1.jpg
https://cincinnatisar.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/naturalization-leadingtheoath.jpg
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W e’re all familiar with the First Amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States.  In part, it 

states that “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof”.  But, why did the Founders feel it neces-
sary to include this in the Bill of Rights? 

In 1620 a small group of people known as Puritans left 
England to avoid persecution for their religious beliefs.  
Puritans wanted to reform the Church of England and 
purify it from what they viewed as the corrupting influ-
ence of the Roman Catholic Church.  To avoid arrest and 
imprisonment if they stayed in England, they crossed 
the English Channel and settled temporarily in the reli-
giously tolerant Netherlands. Over several months they 
secured passage to England’s Virginia Colony in North 
America.   They set sail from their refuge in Leiden, the 
Netherlands, in September and arrived, by significant 
navigation error, at Provincetown, on the northern tip 

of Cape Cod in November of 1620 eventually establish-
ing the Plimoth Plantation. 

The Great Migration brought a flood of Puritans from 
England to the Massachusetts Bay Colony through the 
1630s, concentrating in the area of present day Boston.  
The irony is that while the Puritans fled England to 
avoid religious persecution, they ruled Boston with an 
iron fist.  Religions other than Puritanism were prohib-
ited.  Quakers were victimized most for their belief that 
one could have a personal relationship with God.  Puri-
tans felt threatened by this belief and were certain that 
civil unrest would be the result.  Quakers were banned 
from the colony. 

We’re all familiar with the First Amendment of the Consti-
tution of the United States.  In part, it states that “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof”.  But, why did the 

Our Freedom — Our Faith 

A s was mentioned in the last issue of The Ohio Country Bulletin, a number of years ago while visiting the Nor-
man Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, I stumbled upon this series of paintings done by my 

favorite American artist—Norman Rockwell. 

Since the previous article, Our Freedom— Our Responsibility, was so well received it just made sense to continue 
with a similar article on another of our Freedoms.  As previously noted the series of paintings were published as 
the cover of the Saturday Evening Post magazine from Saturday, February 20th through Saturday, March 13th 
1943. While the concept of the “Four Freedoms” had long been a part of American Life and Lore, they were 
brought to the forefront of American thinking during the 1940 State of the Union Address delivered by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt to the 77th Congress on January 6th, 1941. 

I recognize that this small point of history does not directly share in the story of our American Revolution, howev-
er, it speaks well of the responsibilities of citizenship that we all share in the legacy handed down from our patriot 
ancestry. 

Freedom of Speech Freedom from Want Freedom of Fear 

Continued on Page18 
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may seem to some that these conflicts 
were religious wars, it should be under-
stood that in many countries during 
previous centuries the churches were 
tools of the state and vice versa! 

The Founders remembered some of 
these bits of history and included 
“Freedom of Religion” in the Bill of 
Rights. 

How does this relate to today?   

For the past year-and-a-half the Inter-
national, Federal and State govern-
ments in many cases have prohibited in
-person church services of any denomi-
nation based on Covid-19 Pandemic 
concerns.  Sadly, when people needed 
the camaraderie and strength of in-
person church services most, their own 
governments denied that First Amend-

ment Right of Freedom of Religion and further, the right to 
peaceably assemble.  These restrictions of religious free-
dom were deemed necessary and constitutionally accepta-
ble in the interest of the greater public health and welfare.  
In many states these restrictions continue but other states 
have  altered or lifted restrictions all together. 

Many today might say that the greatest threat to our free-
dom of worship is simply from secularism.  I think its safe 
to say that our leaders can occasionally speak without fore 
thought.  Not too long ago, we heard from a member of Con-
gress that, “You don’t need God any more, you have us……”, 
implying that the government would be the moral compass 
of the American people.  Where else, other than God and 
religion do people learn right from wrong?  One only has to 
look at Nazi Germany, Stalin’s Soviet Union and other na-
tions where God was replaced by the State. 

Over the past several decades we have seen infringement 
on prayer in public schools and their sporting events, citing 
Separation of Church and State. What used to be offered up 
as prayers that the best team won and no one was injured 
has been deemed somehow inappropriate.  Recognize that 
nowhere in the Constitution or Bill of Rights does it explic-
itly state that the church and state be separated.  It only 
specifies that the State may not infringe on the establish-
ment or practice of religion. 

Religious persecution is alive and well in the Global 

Community as well as in America, and the United 

States Government is partly responsible even though 

the Bill of Rights explicitly prohibits it.  

Founders feel it necessary to include 
this in the Bill of Rights? 

In 1620 a small group of people 
known as Puritans left England to 
avoid persecution for their religious 
beliefs.  Puritans wanted to reform 
the Church of England and purify it 
from what they viewed as the cor-
rupting influence of the Roman Cath-
olic Church.  To avoid arrest and im-
prisonment if they stayed in England, 
they crossed the English Channel and 
settled temporarily in the religiously 
tolerant Netherlands. Over several 
months they secured passage to Eng-
land’s Virginia Colony in North 
America.   They set sail from their 
refuge in Leiden, the Netherlands, in 
September and arrived, by signifi-
cant navigation error, at Province-
town, on the northern tip of Cape Cod in November of 1620 
eventually establishing the Plimoth Plantation. 

The Great Migration brought a flood of Puritans from Eng-
land to the Massachusetts Bay Colony through the 1630s, 
concentrating in the area of present day Boston.  The irony 
is that while the Puritans fled England to avoid religious 
persecution, they ruled Boston with an iron fist.  Religions 
other than Puritanism were prohibited.  Quakers were vic-
timized most for their belief that one could have a personal 
relationship with God.  Puritans felt threatened by this be-
lief and were certain that civil unrest would be the result.  
Quakers were banned from the colony. 

Mary Dyer arrived in Boston in 1657 to preach the Quaker 
doctrine.  She was arrested and banished from the colony.  
She was stubborn, repeatedly defying the banishment or-
der.  She was captured and brought to Boston Common 
where she was hanged publicly from a tree on June 1, 1660.  
She was one of four Quakers executed for their religious 
beliefs.  They are known as the Boston Martyrs. 

Strict Puritan ideas started to fade from the 1680s onward 
and other religions gradually became more accepted. 

A brief survey of World History before and after creation of 
our Bill of Rights allows us to reflect more broadly on the 
issues associated with Freedom of Worship and why many 
hold this right and freedom very dear indeed.  A quick look 
at the most apparent world events involve many different 
faiths—the Roman Empire vs.  Christianity; Catholic vs. Is-
lam in the Crusades; Russia, Germany, etc. vs. Jew in the 
Pogroms, Islam vs. Jew; Protestant vs. Catholic and many 
other sects have contended to maintain their faith.  While, it 

Freedom of Worship 
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The Reverend 

Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell, 

Chaplain—Cincinnati Chapter SAR 

Bruton Parish Episcopal Church 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

Established 1674 

 Prayer is the believer’s lifeline.  It’s never a waste of time!  “The fervent 
prayers of a righteous man availeth much.”  God allows Himself to be called 
to action through prayer. He delights in our prayers; indeed, He delights in 

us!   (Zechariah 3:17)  

What should we pray for in the new year?   

 First, pray that God would give you the ability to be disciplined in 
your total approach to Him.  “Gird up the loins of your mind.”  (I Peter 
1:13) The imagery here bespeaks of a robed man tucking it up under his 

belt so that he might be freed to run.  In other words, pull up all the hinder-
ances that might impede us.  We should also be sober (Greek - nepho) 

meaning to be clear-headed, which is the fruit of a reflective life.  Having a 
great new year will not depend on ‘outlook’ but ‘up-look’.   

 A second great prayer for the new year is to pray and set right 
goals.  Goals give us something to live for.  They give us a measuring rod. 
Without goals, a person is a natural drifter.  The Bible reveals God as one 

who does everything by design and plan.  He never shoots from the hip, and 
in Him we have a grand example.  Goals enhance our spirituality, keeping 

us dependent upon the Father.  A Godly goal will keep you on purpose! 

 A third great prayer for the new year is to pray that you’ll be able 
to make some lasting foot prints.  We make lasting footprints by invest-

ing in others.  Whose life is being enriched because you are investing in 
them?  Think of the most influential person who affected your life, and pur-

pose to become that kind of person for another.   

 A fourth great prayer for the new year is to pray that the Lord will 
keep your confidence growing in the wondrous gospel unveiled in the 
New Testament.  Martin Luther, Father of the Protestant Reformation, has 

written, “We must preach the gospel to one another, lest we become dis-
couraged.”  The simple message of the Bible is the call to accept His love, 

and make the decision to believe.  Moreover, “all who put their hope in Him 
will not be disappointed”. 

 Fifthly, and finally, pray that God will use you in the New Year.  Up-
on seeing the Lord High and lifted up, Isaiah said, “Here am I, send me.”  
God’s team is not full of superstars, celebrities, or just those that have 

achieved preeminence and financial power.  God uses people that are will-
ing to be available to Him.   

 Life is a great gift, and prayers that connect us to God’s heart always 
issue in the abundant life.  Such prayers are not predicated on turning a 

felicitous phrase, but rather upon surrender and lowliness of heart.  Prayer 
isn’t overcoming God’s reluctance, but connecting to His highest willing-

ness.  Too often we withhold our prayers feeling we are unworthy, but giv-
en the wonderful grace of God, your prayers matter. 

You think about that, and Happy New Year! 
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 G eorge Washington had a very high view of the 
Chaplains that served in the Continental Army.  I 

encourage you to read “Chaplains of the Revolutionary 
War”, by Jack Darrell Crowder published by McFarland 
& Company.  As SAR State Chaplain I have innovated a 
number of new expressions of ministry, but I am par-
ticularly proud of a unique calling that is on my life; 
namely to invest and help develop those who wish to 
serve as Chaplains.  There are 2 verses that I want to 
set before you. 

“My dear children for whom I am again in the pains of 
childbirth until Christ is formed in you...”  (Galatians 
4:19 NIV) 

“Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither has it entered 
into the heart of man the good things that God has for 
him.”  (I Corinthians 2:9) 

One of the unique distinctives of the Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution is that we are a God and Country or-
ganization.  Our great history is nothing short of the 
breath of God on paper.  In my unique approach to this 
sacred office, as State Chaplain, I try to identify men 
who are great Americans, but who also have a spiritual 
or religious orientation.  Case in point.  Matt Hardman, 
has served as President of the Hocking Valley Chapter 
of SAR. Learning of his life long desire to be ordained 
to preach, I developed a program of study seeking to 
mentor and guide him; and the fruit of that is that he is 
now a fully ordained minister, and Associate Chaplain 
for the Ohio SAR.   

This past Sunday I ordained a distinguished criminal 
lawyer, Chris McDowell, also an SAR member, who has 
become the associate Pastor of Hillside Bible 
Church.  In the recent year I have encouraged him in 
his studies, and began using him as a preacher in our 
pulpit, investing in him with suggested readings, theo-
logical discussions and mentoring; and it was glorious 
to see him so quickened to move in the direction of full 
ordination.  It became apparent to the entire congre-
gation that God has His hand on him, and yesterday he 
was fully ordained and preached an outstanding mes-
sage.   

There are other men in the wings who are seeking to 
be obedient to their Heavenly vision, and I count it a 
great privilege to assist them in their journey of 
faith.  The program of study that I have for those that 

would like to take such a step involves reading a few 
brief books on Bible doctrine, preaching, church histo-
ry, and prayer.  A Chaplain that becomes certified un-
der my tutelage can be ordained and credentialed by 
the State to perform marriages, and assist in funerals; 
not to mention provide some counseling.  The Bible 
says that we should “study to show ourselves ap-
proved unto God”.  Those that would give themselves 
to this endeavor are men that I would invest in heavi-
ly.   

George Washington believed that the morale of his 
army was greatly impacted in very positive ways by 
the fighting Chaplains that stood in the ranks, minis-
tering to men on the front lines.  In every local Chapter 
there are men in need of pastoral care, prayer, and ex-
hortation.  There are wonderful materials that every 
local Chaplain can put in the hands of his fellow com-
patriots.  Abundant ministry awaits those who will live 
close to the heart of Christ, seeking to encourage oth-
ers, bearing their burdens, helping them to connect 
with the hope that is ours in the living God.  

You’re never too old for a new adventure.  Moses was 
80 years old when God called him at the burning bush 
to lead the children of Israel out from their bondage.  If 
you have any such leadings then contact me.  This 
could be a brand-new adventure for you.  You may dis-
count your own strengths and cry out with Paul, “Who 
is sufficient for these things?”; but our sufficiency is of 
Christ.   

If this invitation is resonating with your heart, then 
present yourself by taking this all-important step.  Our 
God has a way of using people that are not good, or 
together, who make mistakes and drop balls, but who 
have faith in the Lord Jesus.  I’d like to be your newest 
best friend in this great journey of preparing for signif-
icant ministry.  The first thing I would like to do is en-
roll you in my Monday night study that is just starting 
on Basic Bible Doctrine. 

Contact me... 

The Rev. Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell 
Sr. Pastor Hillside Bible Church / SAR Ohio State Chaplain / SAR Cincin-

nati Chapter Chaplain 
4267 W. Eight St.; Cincinnati, OH  45205 

(513) 307-2990 (Texting) / drbonniwell24@gmail.com 
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Date Event Location Status 

Sat 22 Jan 22 Chapter Leadership Planning Meeting President's House Chapter 

Wed 5 Jan 22 Cincinnati Chapter BOM Meeting TBD Chapter 

Mon 17 Jan 22 Cowpens National Anniversary Event Cowpens, South Carolina National 

Wed 2 Feb 22 Cincinnati Chapter BOM Meeting TBD Chapter 

Fri/Sat 4 & 5 Feb 22 Ohio Society BOM Winter Meeting Lafayette Hotel, 101 Front Street; Marietta, State 

Sun 13 Feb 22 William Henry Harrison 247th Birthday Event North Bend, OH State 

Sat 19 Feb 22 Washington's Birthday TBD National 

Thu-Sat 3-5 Mar 22 Spring Leadership Meeting Brown Hotel, Louisville, KY National 

For more information on these events, please visit: CincinnatiSAR.org and click the EVENTS tab 

I 
n the spring of 1792, President George Washing-

ton chose “Mad” Anthony Wayne to defend 

America from a potentially devastating threat. 

Native forces had decimated the standing army and 

Washington needed a champion to open the country 

stretching from the Ohio River westward to the head-

waters of the Mississippi for settlement. 

A spendthrift, womanizer, and heavy drinker who had 

just been ejected from Congress for voter fraud, 

Wayne was an unlikely savior. Yet this disreputable 

man raised a new army and, in 1794, scored a deci-

sive victory at the Battle of Fallen Timbers, success-

fully preserving his country and President Washing-

ton’s legacy. Drawing from Wayne’s insightful and 

eloquently written letters, historian Mary Stockwell 

sheds light on this fascinating and underappreciated 

figure. Her compelling work pays long-overdue trib-

ute to a man—ravaged physically and emotionally by 

his years of military service—who fought to defend 

the nascent American experiment at a critical mo-

ment in history.  
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