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Compatriots... 

I must begin by acknowledging the passing of a longtime member. Eddie 
Wilson died on September 15th. While his viewing was on September 22, his 
final memorial service was delayed until October 16th at the Sharonville 
United Methodist Church. As we worked to accommodate the wishes of Ed-
die’s family, it became clear that we are in need of a protocol for such occa-
sions. In the interim, Mike Gunn, Dan Schmaltz and I performed a variant of 
the NSSAR recommended ceremony. Mike and Brad will work to refine a 
final version for such occasions. 

We announced at the October meeting that we would have the November 
and December meetings at the Maketewah Country Club. I regret that that 
arrangement has now fallen through. Please watch your email for an update 
for the November meeting location. Jim Crane is also making contacts to se-
cure a more permanent venue. In this issue, please pay particular attention to the Nominating Commit-
tee 2022 recommended slate of officers. We will adjourn the November BOM meeting into a general 
membership meeting and the election will be held. Please plan to attend. 

If you’ve not made your reservation for our Veterans Day luncheon please hurry. Attendance will be 
limited to 200. This is a joint effort with the DAR and it is filling up fast. Response to my email regard-
ing our military veterans who have not received their NSSAR War Service or Military Service medals 
has been positive. If you’ve been recently approved and made your reservation, your medal will be 
presented then. If you’re an eligible veteran and have not yet done so, get a copy of your DD214 to Lee 
Wilkerson leewilkerson503@gmail.com . Lee has offered to do the paperwork and will guide you 
through the process. You’ve already earned your medal, all you need do is claim it. 

Remember that our raffle will be drawn at the November BOM Meeting. If you’ve not yet bought your 
raffle ticket, time is running out. We’ve only sold about half of our goal of 500 tickets, so as of this writ-
ing, the odds are 1/250! Tickets are $10.00 and someone will win $1000.00. Its better odds than the 
lottery! We also still have 250th anniversary pins. Contact me if you’re interested and I’ll get you what 
you need. 

And finally save the date! Our 9th Annual Awards Banquet will again be held on Saturday December 
11th, at the University Club of Cincinnati, 401 East 4th Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Watch for more 
details as we get closer to the event. 

There remain many opportunities for membership involvement and our committees are always look-
ing for new blood. If you’re not active and would like to be, reach out to one of our committee chairs or 
give me a call. We’ll discuss opportunities and find something that sparks your interest. 

Respectfully,
 

 
 

Gregory D. Ballman 
President 

President Greg Ballman 
Cincinnati Chapter—SAR 

mailto:leewilkerson503@gmail.com
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Every once in a while, a single voice rises above others during our meetings, gatherings or ceremonies.  
While we gather in celebration of our ancestry and our patriotic heritage, we can—on any given day—at any 
given event—occasionally become passionate during the discussion of the topic being addressed on the 
floor. 

We all share the passion of our Society, Fellowship and Ancestry yet, we all have and hold tightly to our per-
sonal opinions and beliefs.  On occasion our individual passions are found to be in conflict with those held by 
others of our compatriots—our close friends.  The US Constitution’s First Amendment provides us with the 
Right to Speak freely on just about any topic we can think of.  Yet, we are still governed somewhat by the 
need to maintain solid relationships, founded in mutual trust, and deep friendship with the hope of civility in 
all of our interactions.  

We have all chosen to become active members in this society so as to share in a fellowship of common inter-
ests.  All of us have the freedom of sharing a perspective during our gatherings, with an equal voice deserv-
ing of respect.  No single member, whether a past National Officer, State Officer, Chapter Officer has a larger 
more influential voice that of the most recently inducted member!   

One aspect of our uniquely American culture that we bring into our gatherings is the spirit of 

“We the People”!   

We democratically chose members of our fellowship as our leaders so that we will enjoy a common agenda 
and rules of order during our meetings, ceremonies and celebrations.  On those rare occasions when our 
passions exceed acceptable civility, we delight in our President’s ability and authority to restore the floor to 
order! 

During deliberations on actions to be taken or adopted by our chapter, we seek the resonance of a common 
voice or consensus of the Chapter’s wishes, that is not limited to the passions of any individual compatriot.  
While we benefit from the experience of some of our more senior members we must remember to consider 
alternative perspectives and ideas brought to the table by our newest members.  Each of us have brought 
our unique abilities, talents, gifts and treasure to the fellowship.  None of this experience should be ignored 
as we continue to search for meaningful ways of fulfilling the Goals and Objectives of our Stated Mission. 

 

   

President James D. Schaffer 
Cincinnati Chapter (2009-2010) 

Ohio Society (2015-2016) 

 President Donald C. McGraw, Jr 
Cincinnati Chapter (2012-2014) 

Ohio Society (2017-2018) 
    

President Michael B. Gunn, PhD 
Cincinnati Chapter (2015-2016) 

 President John Henry Bredenfoerder 
Cincinnati Chapter (2017-2018) 

    

President Turner Lee Wilkerson, III 
Cincinnati Chapter (2019-2020) 

Ohio Society (2020) 

 President Gregory David Ballman 
Cincinnati Chapter 2021 
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Cincinnati Chapter celebrates  

Constitution Day 

On Saturday September 18, 2021 the Cincinnati Chapter Sons of the American 
Revolution held its annual Constitution Day Luncheon. This is a celebration of one 
of the most relevant core documents of our great nation. 

This year we held the luncheon at the newly renovated event venue at the Glen-
view Golf Course in Glendale, Ohio. The attendees were treated to a buffet lunch 
followed by our keynote speaker Ms. Ann Becker, West Chester, Ohio Trustee. Her 
speech “The US Constitution and how it affects our life today” was informative and 
well received. Afterwards Chapter President Greg Ballman presented Ms. Becker 
with the Bronze Citizenship metal with a certificate. 
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Formal Nomination at the 3 November Board of Management & 

General Membership Meeting 

 

Election of Officers at the 3 November Board of Management & 

General Membership Meeting. 

 

Installation of Officers at the 11 December 

Annual Awards Ceremony 
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Having completed a listing of those Revolutionary War Patriots who were buried in the 

State of Ohio as reported in June, we have reason to expect many more Patriots are likely 

not yet identified based upon our experiences with Counties where a hard search re-

vealed as much as double of the numbers listed in the 1980’s.  After many hundred hours 

spent over a six year period our list currently consists of about 7000 Revolutionary War 

Patriots on 2500+ pages.  

Not all were Soldiers, most but not all were men as we well know.  Our Registry also in-

cludes 16 women who served as “lady Patriots” and would likely shutter at that terminol-

ogy.  Not all were white, although no military records delineated color or race as they 

were in battles for resisting the rule of tyrant rulers over the American Colonies.  We also 

identified 8 men of color and 3 Native Americans who joined the war against the British 

and are buried here in Ohio. 

Three men of color are identified within the “Patriots Square” in Grandview Cemetery 

with VA tombstones identified by a Grey Granite memorial placed by the Arthur St Clair 

Chapter in 1993 – 2003. One of those is William Clarke 1755-1827.  Recently, Members of the Culpeper Minutemen 

Chapter, VA, indicated belief that there is sufficient evidence to show that William Clark was living in Culpeper 

County at the time of his death, and is therefore buried in Culpeper County, in the Madden Family Cemetery near 

Lignum, VA.  The evidence; 1810 and 1820 U.S. Census pages for Culpeper VA, Depositions in the Culpeper County 

Courts from 1812 - 1820, and finally the Virginia Pension Pay Schedule from 1818 – 1827 has been accepted by 

NSSAR Patriot Records Committee Chair. With the statement, “I think the monument raised in his honor should be 

recognized but the case that is being made by the Virginia Society is compelling.”  So, what was  the NSSAR Geneal-

ogist perspective on the evidence? 

I contacted the Veterans Administration and unfortunately, the VA records only go back to 1996.  However, the 

signed form would have verification information to have qualified for the Upright Granite Stone placed at 

Grandview Cemetery with William Clark’s name & data.  The requestee would have been: “NEXT OF KIN, or AU-

THORIZED REPRESENTATIVE ON BEHALF OF DECEDENT (Including Written Authorization) or AUTHORIZED 

REPRESENTATIVE ON BEHALF OF NEXT OF KIN (Including Written Authorization)”.  The Cemetery would have 

been identified by name and address and signed a certification of accepting the stone for placement. 

E-mail requests to officers of the Chapter for any records from the 1993 time period have yet to be answered. 

Therefore, OHSSAR Registry information will reflect both perspectives unless or until Clarke family conformation 

is forthcoming. 

I would encourage the OHSSAR to support placing a large granite SAR marker at the Patriot Square for the 35 Pa-

triots with VA stones at Grandview Cemetery, Ross County, OH. 

We do continue to get inquiries from the public who visit the Registry and report to Lance or me that their ances-

tor is not listed. After asking them for reference details we regularly add to both the OHSSAR and National SAR 

lists. 

We need to continue to encourage marking those Patriots who currently have no stone or other named marker 

documenting their proud service, then submitting the data on a biography form to NSSAR along with a photo of the 

tombstone, the marker and those at the ceremony. 

Dr. Michael B. Gunn 
Committee Chairman & 

Cincinnati Chapter 
President 2015/2016 

Ohio Society’s Patriot Grave Registry 
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There were two events in the month of September that qualified for 250th Anniversary 
medals. 
At the State Level there is nothing new to report.  Regular meetings will resume in Oc-
tober. 
At the National Level there is nothing new to report. 
 

As of 29 Sept we have 7 events scheduled.   

Because of mask restrictions at Garfield 
Middle School on 15 Sept, the chairman 
cancelled the event.  Going forward, if a 
school requires our presenters to wear 
masks we will respectfully decline.  This 
decision was made after conferring with 
several team members and was not 
made lightly. 

Ed and Dan continue to recruit schools 
for the coming year.  Fundraising activi-
ties are ongoing to support the program. 

As evidenced above, schools are beginning to open up for in-person learning.  And that means that those team 
members that have not yet completed the NSSAR Youth Protection Training on-line course should do so.  You 
will not be scheduled for a school event, or any event where minors are present, without that certificate. 

This is my final attempt to recruit team members to record their presentations on the CCSAR web site. I leave it 
up to team members to schedule at their convenience with either Bob Bowers or Ed Bonniwell. 

 

 

Robert E.R. Bowers 
Chairman 

Youth & Adult Education 
Committee 

250th Anniversary Committee 

VENUE DAY DATE 

Goshen Third Grade Friday 1-Oct-2021 

Home Schooled Thursday 7-Oct-2021 

Miami Valley Christian Academy Friday 12-Nov-2021 

San Antonio Chapter SAR (Zoom) Wednesday 17-Nov-2021 

Westwood Women's Club Monday 22-Nov-2021 

Taylor Middle School Tuesday 7-Dec-2021 

St. Andrews School, Milford Thursday 24-Mar-2022 
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Compatriots of CCSAR Enhance Goshen Third Grad-

ers Knowledge of The Revolutionary War 

On Friday, October 1st Ed Bonniwell, Jack Bredenfoerder and Bob Bowers made 
presentations to four groups of third graders from Goshen Elementary School.  The kids 
were bussed to the Goshen Historical Society’s museum on SR 28 where the weather 
was perfect for outdoor classes.  Ed chronicled the Battle of Yorktown, Jack talked 
about the life of a typical Private, Joseph Plumb Martin, and Bob described the events 
leading up to the War.  The kids were attentive for the most part and asked good ques-
tions.  All told there were about 230 youngsters in attendance. 

We were treated to a nice lunch at the Historical Society’s pioneer village, complete 
with blacksmith shop, broom making shop and cabins.  It was a fun day for all con-
cerned! 

Christian Homeschoolers Learn 

More About The Revolutionary 

War  

Ed Bonniwell, Dan Schmitz, Gregg Ballman, Jack Bredenfoerder and 
Bob Bowers made Revolutionary War presentations to home-
schooled children at the Evangelical Community Church in the Green 
Hills area on October 7th.  The ages varied greatly, from 4 years old 
to 9 years old, making presentations rather difficult trying to engage 
everyone.  Each of us spoke to 4 groups of about 10 children. 

Ed talked about Yorktown.  Dan educated them on the finer points of 
Washington’s Crossing.  Gregg spoke about the Declaration and Bill 
of Rights.  Jack described the life of Joseph Plumb Martin.  And Bob 
talked on the Battle of Brooklyn Heights. 

Given the mix of ages in each group we talked to, I think a lot of what 
we said was too advanced for some and just about right for the oth-
ers.  But if we can leave them with just a few nuggets I think we can 
call it a win. 

Robert E.R. Bowers 
Chairman 

Youth & Adult Education 
Committee 

250th Anniversary Committee 
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Recent Events 

On September 18th the Cincinnati Color Guard posted the colors at our Constitu-
tion Day luncheon located at the Glenview Golf Course clubhouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 19th, we had the color guard participated in a local 
ceremony for a historical marker dedication in Williamsburg, Ohio. 
The marker identifies a building that is an authentic reproduction of 
the Land Office built by Major General William Lytle at his home-
stead in 1800. All that remains of the original homestead is the stone 
dairy house on the grounds which is the oldest structure in Clermont 
County Ohio. 

Upcoming Events! 

The Cincinnati Color Guard is excited to partici-
pate in a joint ceremony/presentation with the 
Simon Kenton Chapter in nearby Florence, 
KY.  If you are new to the chapter or otherwise 
would like to learn more about the war and see 
a nice ceremony, please attend.  

Oct 30th, 1:15pm  /  Hopeful Church & Preschool  
6430 Hopeful Church Rd  /  Florence, KY 41042 

Color Guard updates! 

Interested in Joining…we have several pieces of loaner equipment available to ease the 
price of acquiring the necessary uniform/accoutrements.  These include, muskets, car-
tridge boxes, bayonets, etc. Contact Brad Jarard( bjarard@gmail.com ) for more infor-

Bradley John Jarard 

Color Guard Commander 

Nolan Carson Memorial Color 

Guard 

mailto:bjarard@gmail.com


12 of 17 

 

This will be an event like no other that 
I have been a part of. It will be our 
showcase luncheon of the year with a 
lot of moving parts complete with a 
Congressman, the Miami University 
choir, the Howard Miller Flag collec-
tion and our Nolan Carson Memorial 
Color Guard who will play a major part 
in the ceremonies. 

We will have 30 days to send in our 
RSVP’s then we will open the reserva-
tions up to other regional DAR chap-
ters and local veteran organizations. 
Mark your calendars now for Novem-
ber 13, 2021, at The Fitton Center for 
Creative Arts in Hamilton, Ohio! 

James Timothy Crane 
Chairman 

Veteran’s Committee 

The Celebration of the 100th Anniversary  

of the  

“Tomb of the Unknown Soldier”  
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The Cincinnati Chapter SAR 

Historic Gavel 

 

The gavel and its container, used by each president of the Cincinnati 

chapter SAR, was donated and presented by the National Association of 

Real Estate Boards. 

At a ceremony held on the evening of November 15, 1946, during the 

National Association of Real Estate Boards (NAREB) Atlantic city con-

vention, Mr. Charles C. Wall, representing the Mount Vernon Ladies 

Association, made a symbolic presentation of the wood from George 

Washington’s home to Mr. Boyd T. Barnard, then president of NAREB. 

Mr. Henry Alan Johnston, Vice President of the Thomas Jefferson me-

morial foundation, appeared and made a similar presentation of wood 

from Monticello.  

This historic gavel is made of wood grown at George Washington’s home at 

Mount Vernon and Thomas Jefferson’s home at Monticello. The steel is from the 

USS Missouri, on whose quarterdeck the Japanese surrendered to Army General, 

Douglas MacArthur and Fleet Admiral, Chester Nimitz. The gavel base is made 

from wood from Anthony Wayne's Elm tree at Northside, in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Captain Logan Ramsey, commanding officer, Naval Air Bases, Fourth Naval Dis-

trict, represented the United States Navy and presented the historic steel from 

the battleship USS Missouri. 

President Barnard, in receiving these presentations, announced that from the 

Mount Vernon and Monticello wood and the USS Missouri steel, gavels would be 

made for presentation to each one of the Member boards of the National Associa-

tion of Real Estate Boards. 

It required approximately a year and a half to season the wood and fashion the 

gavels. The steel plate from the USS Missouri had to be remelted and treated in 

order that it might be rolled into sheets. This service was contributed by the Car-

negie-Illinois steel corporation. The thin sheets were made into bands to encircle 

the gavel heads and descriptive plates for the boxes which contain the gavels. 

The gavel was then presented to the Cincinnati Chapter SAR, receiving it as a me-

mento of World War II and of the services rendered by realtors everywhere to 

their country during the war years. It is a blending of the old and the new ideals 

that guided this country through its infancy and the new strength that protected 

it in its days of peril. 

Gordon E. Stokely 
Cincinnati Chapter 

Historian 
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 Cincinnati SAR Members Welcome New Citizens 

At Summit Country Day School 

More than 60 new Citizens were Naturalized at a Ceremony starting at 10 AM on Friday, October 8th in the Au-
ditorium of the Summit Country Day School, 2161 Grandin Rd, Cincinnati, OH  45208. The venue was declared a 
District Court by Presiding Magistrate Judge Stephanie Bowman. The prospective new citizens were socially 
distant but united with anticipation of their achieving the goals they’ve desired for a long time after much stud-
ying to pass the tests. 

The audience included Jerry Knight, John Bredenfoerder and Michael Gunn members of the Cincinnati Chapter 
of the Sons of the American Revolution along with 200+  grade-school children from Summit Country Day 
School (The Summit); representatives of the Woman’s League of Voters; and a representative from Congress-
man Chabot’s office.  

After Emily Hiltz,  US District Court called the court in ses-
sion members of Cub Scout Pack 191 & Junior Girl Scout 
Troop 41086 posted the colors and the children sang The 
Star Spangled Banner. Judge Bowman then greeted us all 
and introduced Mr. Richard Wilson, Head of the Summit. 
As the Names of the 30 Countries where these 60+ new 
citizens emigrated from were read each person stood.  
There was more singing by the students and then the Citi-
zenship Ceremony including the Oath by the now new citi-
zens, followed by Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Naturalization Certificates were distributed in a social 
distanced manner with masks being worn by all present. A 
good many of our new citizens enjoyed a photo option 
with members of Cincinnati SAR in uniform. Welcomed to 
the USA in the manner we appreciate! 

Oath of Allegiance 

Posting the National Colors 

Photo Ops w/ New Citizens 
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Several members attended the Fair at New Boston at the 
George Rogers Clark Park in Springfield and the Gathering at 
Fort Rowdy in Covington over Labor Day weekend.   

The Chapter also entered a float in the Holiday at Home Labor 
Day Parade in Kettering.  Steve Kaplan and Elwin Spray at-
tended the Fall Leadership Conference in Louisville, Ken-
tucky.  The October regular meeting was held on October 
6 with 

 Troy Bailey and Steve Hinson attending as guests.  The pro-
gram was Gene Lease on the early history of baseball.  Three 
new members were inducted.   

They were Bill Gibson, Chuck Kirk, and Hunter Barnhill.  Steve 
Kaplan and Elwin Spray attended the Fall Board of Manage-
ment meeting. 

Respectfully submitted 
Steven J. Kaplan, 

President—Richard Montgomery Chapter 
 

Highlanders Chapter  (42) 

 

This is a rendering of the proposed Revolutionary War Memorial that is to be built at Hillsboro Courthouse. Designed by Gerold 
“Buzzard” Wilkins and rendering designed by Jack Bredenfoerder. We are planning to dedicate this memorial on July 4th of 
2026, the 250th Anniversary of the United States. 

On the right of the memorial is the DAR (Daughters of 
the American Revolution) plaque that exist on the 
Hillsboro Courthouse now, it will be relocated to the 
memorial.  On the left of the memorial is the proposed 
SAR (Sons of the American Revolution) plaque with 
names of patriots that were born, lived, and died or 
buried in Highland county. We are currently research-
ing and verifying these patriots. The etching pictures 
are for early Highland county Patriots. The granite will 
be the same color as the existing War Memorial on the 
Hillsboro Square. The concrete base for the memorial 
is in place now were the old War Memorial stood be-
fore being moved to the Hillsboro Square.  

Respectfully submitted 
Gary L. Duffield, 

President—Highlanders Chapter 

George Rogers Clark Chapter  (9) 

 

At our last meeting on September 15 (set to coincide with 
Constitution day) we had a guest speaker, Bill Banta, esq., 
an attorney from Denver, Co. and member of the Federalist 
Society.   

He spoke about the writing of the constitution and his ac-
quaintance with deceased Supreme Court justice Antonin 
Scalia who was also a member of the Federalist Society.   

We were also fortunate to have Troy Bailey, current Presi-
dent of the Ohio Society, and Steve Hinson, a past President 
of the Ohio Society, dine with us at our meeting that even-
ing.   

Lastly, we inducted a new member, James Wesley (Wes) 
Baker, and awarded several members meritorious service 
awards.   

Respectfully submitted 
C. Timothy (Tim) Bode II, 

President—George Rogers Clark Chapter 

Richard Montgomery Chapter (6) 

September and October were busy months for the Richard 
Montgomery Chapter.  A regular meeting was held on Sep-
tember 1 at the Dayton Masonic Center.  The program was 
Sergeant Matthew Waller on the Young Marines.  There were 
4 new members inducted.    

Welcome to Gregory Chick, Stephen Lawrence, Bill Beagle, 
and David Kepler.   

The chapter participated in a grave marking at the Old Colony 
Burying Ground in Granville, Ohio on September 4.     
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The Reverend 

Dr. R. Edgar Bonniwell, 

Chaplain—Cincinnati Chapter SAR 

Exodus 13:7-22 

Text Exodus 13:18 (TEV)  

“Instead He Led Them in a Roundabout Way” 

 This text brings us face to face with one of the most disconcerting experiences of 
the Christian life, and certainly one of the most puzzling to understand, namely 
that God sometimes brings to our lives Divine Detours; but they always come 
with a purpose.   

The road up the seacoast past Gaza had many Egyptian fortresses along the way; 
and Israel was not ready to fight.  So, this detour was designed to protect them; to 
buy them time until they would be ready for action and outfitted for battle. 

Moreover, Divine Detours often allow God to set the stage that we may serve Him 
more effectively.  Paul, after his conversion was sent away to Arabia for three 
years – a kind of detour.  There God revealed the gospel to him sovereignly, ren-
dering him more effective in his proclamation.   

Divine Detours are also used by God to redirect the focus of our lives. A prison 
detour of 13 years in the life of Joseph prepared him to be Prime Minister of 
Egypt.   

Divine Detours often put in place a whole different focus that affects many oth-
ers.  Henry Dunant, a wealthy Swiss banker in the 19th century, was sent to Paris 
by his government to work out a financial deal with Napoleon.  However, he just 
missed him, as Napoleon had gone to Austria for a major campaign.  The carnage 
was brutal.  Henry Dunant stayed to help with the wounded. He went back to 
Switzerland, but he was never the same.   

Henry Dunant died in 1910, poor, unknown, and forgotten, because he walked 
away from the banking industry and gave himself to another enterprise, leaving 
behind ... the Red Cross.  It came about because of his delayed appointment with 
Napoleon, a Divine Detour that took him from Paris, to a battlefield in Austria, to a 
worldwide mercy ministry.   

You may feel you’re in an unnecessary holding pattern.  But what if it is a Divine 
Detour?  You do not want to miss what’s ahead, so surrender to it.  Something 
wonderful may be up in front of your future. 

You think about that!  Amen.   

Bruton Parish Episcopal Church 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

Established 1674 
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President Ballman at 10 AM entered the church, behind 2 members of the 
Sons of the American Revolution Color Guard in carrying the American 
Flag and the SAR Flag. The American Flag was placed in its standard at the 
left of the Urn, the other in its standard on the right. The Color Guard re-
mained standing at attention facing each other as President Ballman led 
the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag.  

President Ballman spoke these words,  
“As Compatriots, we have suffered the loss of a loyal and valued mem-
ber. We are gathered to pay our tribute to the memory of Eddie Wil-
son, to express our grief at his passing from our ranks, and to dedi-
cate ourselves anew to the continuance of service to the country that 
he, in his lifetime, so well performed. Let us here resolve our pledge 
again to cherish, maintain, and extend the institutions of American 
freedom, to foster true patriotism and love of country, and to aid in 
securing for mankind the blessings of liberty.“ 

“Our heavenly Father, we thank you for our Country, for its glorious 
past and its promising future, and for the lives of those who have 
loved this land and have served it. We commend to you the soul of our 
departed Compatriot, who in his lifetime gave to his native land the 
testimony of his sincere patriotism. 

 Amen.” 

President Ballman continued,  
“It is now our will that our departed Compatriot carry with him a 
symbol of our mourning and placed a flower in the Urn of the de-
ceased.” 

“This Red Flower is a tribute from those who mourn you”. 

The Compatriots then reverently file past the Urn, and follow the President 
to the rear of the church. The Color Guard remained until the Attendees 
completed the Methodist Ceremony, then retrieved the colors and exited, 
American Flag leading carried by Michael Gunn with Dan Schmitz carrying 
a musket. 
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Eddie McArthur Wilson, age 78, died peacefully at Hospice 
of Cincinnati- Blue Ash on Wednesday, September 15, 
2021. He was loving husband to Gretchen (Herron) Wilson 
and wonderful father to Monica Wilson McNeeley (Dan) 
and Todd E. Wilson (Kristy). He was a great papaw to five 
amazing grandchildren: Daniel R. McNeeley, Jr., Richard E. 
McNeeley, Joshua B. McNeeley, Alyssa K. Wilson (Zach 
Swiat) , and Katrina N. Wilson He was proceeded in death 
by his parents, Ira M. Wilson and Edith Fryman Kennedy 
and brothers Garry Lee Kennedy, James “Jimmy” Wilson, 
and Michael “Mike” Wilson. 

He is survived by siblings 
John David Kennedy 
(Phyllis), JoAnna Kennedy 
Davis (Terry), Elizabeth 
May Kennedy McDaniel 
(Charlie), Bruce Kennedy, 
Sr. (Susan), Barbara Wil-
son Morris (Jeep), Gary 
Wilson, and numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and great nieces and neph-
ews. 

Eddie was born in Paris, 
Bourbon County, Kentucky 
on December 24, 1942, lat-
er moving to Cynthiana, 
Harrison County, Ken-

tucky where he attended school. He moved to Cincinnati in 
1960, where he met Gretchen (Herron) Wilson, the love of 
his life. They married in 1961. 

Eddie worked most of his adult life at Meier’s Wine Cellar. 
He worked with the company for 43 years. He was part of 
their golf team and won many awards during his golfing 
seasons. 

Eddie was respected and well-liked by those who knew 
him. He had a smile and a hug for everyone. He was one of 
those people who made everyone feel comfortable and 
loved. His mission in life was to help others, from his chil-
dren and grandchildren, to his neighbors and community, 
to those he met on his mission trips. He made a difference 
in other people’s lives. 

Eddie was involved in many organizations throughout his 
life. He was active for over 50 years at Sharonville United 
Methodist Church. He served on various committees, 
taught Sunday School with Gretchen, was on the West Ohio 
and Cincinnati Chrysalis Boards, participated in Mission 
trips to Red Bird Mission in Kentucky and to Haiti. Eddie 
was service oriented and enjoyed being a member of the 
Sharonville Jaycees. He served in various capacities and 
won several awards. He was also a Boy Scout Leader and 
was an active member of the Evendale Elementary Parent 
Teacher Association when his children were young. 

Eddie’s Masonic affiliations played a huge role in his life. 
He belonged to Pleasant Ridge Masonic Lodge #282 F & A 
M, where he was a Past Worshipful Master, and later 
moved to Norwood Lodge #576. He was a member of the 
Scottish Rite/Valley of Cincinnati. He was a Past Worthy 
Patron of Pleasant Ridge Order of Eastern Star #378. Eddie 
was a Past High Priest of the Royal Arch Masons Acacia 
Chapter #195 and was a Grand Aid to the Grand High 
Priest. He was a member of the Knights Templar Trinity 
Commandery #44 and was a Past Commander. He was also 
a Past Illustrious Master of the Royal & Select Masons Hen-
ry A. Weeks Council. Eddie was a Past Associate Bethel 
Guardian of International Order of Job’s Daughters Sharon-
ville Bethel #43. He was active in other orders and coun-
cils; Order of High Priesthood, Council of Anointed Kings, 
Council of Knights Masons – St. Clair Council #75, Knights 
York Cross of Honour, York Rite College – Miami Valley, 
Red Cross of Constantine, Universal Craftsman Council of 
Engineers, Inc, Holy Royal Arch Knights Templar Priests – 
Temple Tabernacle No. LXII (62), Allied Masonic Degree 
Council #467, Norwood Temple Board, CTA, Royal Arch 
Association, Past Commanders Association, and 3rd Arch 
Association. 

With his passion for genealogy and after many years of re-
search, Eddie was able to reach one of his life- long goals of 
tracing his ancestors. Due to his diligent research, he 
joined Cincinnati Chapter Sons of the American Revolution 
(SAR). 

Visitation was held Wednesday, September 22, 2021 from 
5:00 – 8:00 p.m. with Masonic Service with Scottish Ring 
Ceremony beginning at 7:00 p.m. at Mihovk-Rosenacker 
Funeral Home, 10211 Plainfield Rd. Evendale, Ohio 45241. 
Visitation and Masonic service are open to all. 

A Memorial Gathering with the family will take place on 
Saturday, October 16, 2021, at 9 a.m. followed by a cele-
bration of life at 10 a.m., at Sharonville United Methodist 
Church, 3751 Creek Road, Sharonville, Ohio 45241, Inter-
ment will follow at Rest Haven Memorial Park, 10209 
Plainfield Rd, Evendale, Ohio 45241. 

The family asks that in-lieu of flowers that donations be 
made to: 

1) Hospice of Cincinnati 

C/O Bethesda Foundation, Inc.—P.O. Box 633597, Cincin-
nati, OH 45263-3597 online —click on “Make a Donation” 
at www.hospiceofcincinnati.org ,  

2) Diabetic Kids Foundation (DKF) Checks should be 
made out to Grand Council Benevolent Fund and mailed to:  
Henry A Weeks Council # 137 Stan Anderson, Treasurer 
9994 Washington Ave. Loveland Ohio, 45140 

3) A charity of your choice 

http://www.hospiceofcincinnati.org/
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When George Washington became president in 1789, the Unit-
ed States of America was still a loose and quarrelsome confed-
eration and a tentative political experiment. Washington under-
took a tour of the ex-colonies to talk to ordinary citizens about 
his new government, and to imbue in them the idea of being 
one thing--Americans. 

In the fall of 2018, Nathaniel Philbrick embarked on his own 
journey into what Washington called "the infant woody coun-
try" to see for himself what America had become in the 229 
years since. Writing in a thoughtful first person about his own 
adventures with his wife Melissa and their dog Dora, Philbrick 
follows Washington's presidential excursions: from Mount 
Vernon to the new capital in New York; a month-long tour of 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island; 
a venture onto Long Island and eventually across Georgia, 
South Carolina, and North Carolina. The narrative moves 
smoothly between the eighteenth and twenty-first centuries as 
we see the country through both Washington's and Philbrick's 
eyes. 

Written at a moment when America's founding figures are un-
der increasing scrutiny, Travels with George grapples bluntly 
and honestly with Washington's legacy as a man of the people, a 
reluctant president, and a plantation owner who held people in 
slavery. At historic houses and landmarks, Philbrick reports on 
the reinterpretations at work as he meets reenactors, tour 
guides, and other keepers of history's flame. He paints a picture 
of eighteenth century America as divided and fraught as it is 
today, and he comes to understand how Washington compelled, 
enticed, stood up to, and listened to the many different people 
he met along the way--and how his all-consuming belief in the 
Union helped to forge a nation.  

Does 

George Washington 

still matter? 

Bestselling author Nathaniel Philbrick argues for 
Washington's unique contribution to the forging of 
America by retracing his journey as a new president 
through all thirteen former colonies, which were 
now an unsure nation. Travels with George marks a 
new first-person voice for Philbrick, weaving history 
and personal reflection into a single narrative. 

Wed  3-Nov/ 5:30PM-
7:00PM 

Cincinnati Chapter SAR - Dinner BOM & GM Meeting TBA Chapter 

Sat  13-Nov/ TBD 
Veteran's Day Luncheon w/DAR chapters 

Celebrating 100th Anniversary Tomb of Unknown 
Soldier 

Carruthers Ballroom at the Fitton Center 
for the Creative Arts, 

101 S Monument Ave, Hamilton, Ohio 
National 

Wed  1-Dec/ 5:30PM-
7:00PM 

Cincinnati Chapter SAR Annual Meeting TBA Chapter 

Sun  5-Dec/ 9:00AM 
Flag Retirement Ceremony 
Pearl Harbor Day Memorial 

American Legion Post 534 
4618 River Road, Cinti., OH 

State 

Sat  11-Dec/ 6:00PM Cincinnati Chapter 9th Annual Awards Dinner 
University Club of Cincinnati 

401 E 4th St, Cincinnati, OH 45202 
Chapter 

Sat 1 1-Dec/ Noon WAA Hamilton (4 Uniformed) 
Greenwood Cemetery 

1602 Greenwood Ave, Hamilton, OH 45011 
National 

Sat  11-Dec/ Noon WAA Cincinnati (8 Uniformed) 
Spring Grove Cemetery 

4521 Spring Grove Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45232 
National 
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